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Documents-in-Advance

Monthly Meetings and their Worship Groups
State of the Society Reports

Memorial Minutes

Items Requesting Action of the Yearly Meeting

Reports of the Yearly Meeting’s Committees

“A Tender, Broken Meeting”

The Plenary Sessions Schedule - 2001

Intermountain Yearly Meeting’s Committees and Offices

“Responding to Calls to Ministry”

Friends are encouraged to become acquainted with this material in advance of the Yearly
Meeting. The matters in these documents provide advance information intended to enhance the
shared experience of the business sessions.

A word of caution: Following on our experiment of last year, the business sessions this year will
be held in worship, creative worship. Those Friends expecting discussion of details of
implementation in business sessions are encouraged to entrust details to Friends in the offices and
committees of the Yearly Meeting.

This materill is provided to those persons registering for the June 2000 Yearly Meeting.
Additional copies may be obtained at cost.
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i{n±ermounfaii Yer1y Mee±ing
State of the Society Reports - 2001

Monthly Meetings and their Worship Groups
in

Arizona Half-Yearly Meeting
Flagstaff Monthly Meeting
Phoenix Monthly Meeting

Pima Monthly Meeting
Cascabel Worship Group
Tempe Monthly Meeting

Colorado Regional Meeting
Boulder Monthly Meeting

Colorado Springs Monthly Meeting
Fort Collins Friends Meeting
Rapid City Worship Group

Mountain View Friends Meeting

New Mexico Regional Meeting
Albuquerque Monthly Meeting

ClearLight Worship Group
Gallup Worship Group

Lambs Community Worship Group
Socorro Worship Group

Durango Friends Meeting
El Paso Monthly Meeting

Gila Friends Meeting
Las Cruces Monthly Meeting

Southeast New Mexico Worship Group
Santa Fe Monthly Meeting
Las Vegas Worship Group

Los A/amos Worship Group

Utah Friends Fellowship
Logan Monthly Meeting

Salt Lake Monthly Meeting
Ogden Worship Group
Moab Monthly Meeting

Italics used to identify reports nor yet received.
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State of the Meeting

Flagstaff Monthly Meeting
March 2001

It has been a busy year for Flagstaff Monthly Meeting. We have lost and gained a member by
transfer with other meetings. We have 2 attenders who have requested membership in our
meeting. On First Days we have 20-30 members and attenders present at the meeting for worship.
Mary Minor has resumed to Flagsta.ff and to our monthly meeting from Albuquerque. There was a
memorial meeting for Steve Taber at a local park. One of our long term members turned 90 this
past year.

We have a core group of children who attend First Day School. The Education Committee for the
children has been teaching the children the fundamentals of Quakerism. The adults have formed a
study group, meeting once a month in a member’s home. The group is using Patricia Loring’s
book, Listening Spirituality as a guide.

Ministry and Oversight Committee had its first retreatfor strategic planning to be held
semiannually hereafter. Prescott Worship Group has laid itself down. Ministry and Oversight has
started a Newcomers Night on the third Wednesday fellowship. We are developing a welcome
and information procedure and reading packet for newcomers. Plans are being made for a meeting
retreat later in 2001. A number of us participated in meetings for worship with members confined
to their home or hospital.

The Building Committee has been successful in completing most of the remodeling work on the
meeting house. We look forward to spring to finish the entry way and the exterior. The Building
Committee used several models to encourage and use volunteer labor. In the end what worked
best was to ask people to take on parts of the remodeling with a time frame for completion. We
had a few delays but it relieved the burden on the few who have building skills. For example,
several people expressed interest in painting. They coordinated themselves for all the painting that
was needed this fall. Another person agreed to deal with curtains and other bathroom items to
make the bathroom more habitable.

Two teenagers and 2 adults participated in the AFSCfIMYIvI Joint Service Project with the Sen
Indians in Mexico. We have a new Peace and Social Justice Committee. The new committee is
meeting regularly and may invite the wider Flagstaff community to participate. Our members
continue to be involved with the wider network of Friends through representation to the area
committees to AFSC, Yearly and Half-Yearly Meetings, and a liaison for information from
Friends Committee on National Legislation.

Fellowship, discussions, gardening(summer), library(winter) work and spiritual issues have been
shared Wednesday evening when the Meeting House is opened for members, attenders and
visitors. We continue our bimonthly social gathering called Friendly Nines. Other fellowship and
spiritual gatherings included the annual summer bike ride and a Christmas Eve candlelight worship
service.
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State of the Meeting

Pima Monthly Meeting
2000-2001

Pima Meetingtsspiritual life and growth during the past year appears to center on a theme of
inclusion. With a concern for deepening the spiritual aspects of the meeting for worship for
business, considerable effort has gone into renewing our understanding of and implementing of
Quaker practices to improve meetings for business. The Meeting sponsored two members to
attend a Pendle Hill workshop last fall on clerking. Ministry and Oversight wishes also to
consider the spiritual depth of meeting, and to recognize that a gathered silence is itself profound
as ministry and can open to the spirit of God.

Among other concerns this year the Meeting addressed the need to find better living
conditions and mental health care for a homeless woman who has been a part of our community
while camping on our property for many years. To do so involved listening to neighbors, mental
health professionals, officials, a neighboring religious congregation, and a great deal of self-
examination by the meeting. In an effort to better include those in the meeting who are
experiencing difficulties with daily living, such as illness, emotional or mental difficulties or a
family crisis, the meeting is working on a Support Services Network for pastoral care for the
meeting community.

We are blessed with an active and enthusiastic committee that has taken on the
responsibility to plan and carry out a meeting retreat program. The meeting has enjoyed two
retreats this year, a three-day retreat with Steven Cary and a day with Bill and Genie Durland
from Intermountain Yearly Meeting (Intermountain YM). Our Friendly Opportunities committee
has provided intergenerational social activities for the meeting of fellowship and fun.

A desire to nurture spiritual growth for those new to the meeting community has inspired
the formation of a group to study Quakers through Faith and Practice. This group, however,
includes as many experienced Friends as newcomers. Three new members have joined the meeting
this year, bringing the membership to 92. A number of deaths have saddened the meeting
community this year, and we have held memorial services when they seemed appropriate.

Our educational programs continue to include an adult study program. The First Day
School is able to provide a variety of classes for different ages, as well as a special program for
disabled children. Young Friends became involved in the Heifer Project (a program sponsored by
the Church of the Brethren), raising money to provide animals for people in developing countries.

Our meeting community also continues to address spiritual concerns in the larger
community, such as border and immigrant problems. The Peace and Social Order Committee
helped found a faith-based organization, Humane Borders, to address these issues. In support of
a leading, the meeting drafted a Minute that was approved by IMYM in the June, 2000 session
and has provided office space and financial support of a Released Friend who is working to
address immigrant workers status and rights between the U.S. and Mexico. We issued a minute of
support to a member of the meeting community attending the protest demonstrations against the
School of the Americas, and we continue to speak out against capital punishment in the State of
Arizona.

We have also provided overnight stays for the homeless at the meetinghouse and food as
part of a program supported by local churches. Beyond ministering to physical needs, the



overnights give the homeless and Friends an opportunity to get to know and appreciate one

another. After many years of soul searching, this year Pima Meeting joined the Rainbow Interfaith

Community of religious congregations to let lesbians, gays and bisexuals know they are welcome

in the meeting, and actively supported programs of Quaker organizations, such as FCNL, AFSC,

and our own IIvIYM-AFSC Joint Service Projects.
We also wish to encourage members to work harder on some problems that are counter

productive to the harmony of our community. Our Meeting, being a relatively small one, is like a
family. As in any family, we encounter conflict at times, get mad at each other, and say things we
later regret. Anger and gossip have hurt many of us at times in very personal ways. As humans
trying to live a Spirit-based life, it isn’t easy to keep on the course we’ve set. We need to continue

to see and speak to that of God in one other, practicing what we preach in our faith. We would
particularly emphasize the need for each of us to practice the way of the spirit within and among
us.

Pima Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
931 North Fifth Avenue, Tucson. Arizona 85705
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State of the Meeting

Cascabel Worship Group
2001

Cascabel Worship group consists of a core of about 10 Friends and attenders. We meet on first
days in the homes of various members of the group. Our meetings vary in content each week of
the month: 1 St Sunday meeting for worship is followed by a potluck; 2nd Sunday meeting is for
readings, a brief worship is followed by reading and discussion; 3rd Sunday meeting for worship;
4th Sunday meeting a brief worship period is followed by entertaining ‘leadings’ of members or
attenders. We do not meet on 5th Sundays, when they happen to occur.

The Worship group shares concerns for the environment, community and their interactions. These
issues continue to be prominent themes for the activities of the group. Members commit many
hours and resources to the ecological restoration (expressed in a ‘Land Covenant’) of Hot Springs
Canyon wildiands. We are involved locally in the wider community as well as our own meeting.
We are working in various capacities for the health of the human and natural communities along
the middle San Pedro River.

Typed by

Charlie Thomas
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State of Society Report

Tempe Monthly Meeting

5-7- 2001

This has been a challenging year for our Meeting. Several Friends have faced, and continue to

face, life crises, and the Meeting is doing its best to give love, care, and support.

Consideration of the responses to the questionnaire prepared by the Long Range Planning

Committee has begun. Many Friends submitted carefully thought-out responses which detail

much that they value in the Meeting, while also listing concerns and areas where they would like

to see change. The questionnaire and the responses have generated much discussion among

Tempe Friends. Now we face the challenge of responding to the concerns raised while continuing

to recognize and maintain our achievements and remaining true to our convictions of love and

peace.

A chance to focus on what we value in our lives and in the Meeting came with our annual spiritual

retreat, held in February and led by Bruce Birchard, Secretary of Friends General Conference.

Bruce was accompanied by Tom Hoskins who acted as his elder for the retreat. This was a time

of deep sharing and an opportunity for many of us to renew our focus.

We have many new attenders who are anxious to learn more about the Society of Friends. To

meet this need, our Adult Religious Education Committee has organized a series of study sessions

based on the curriculum “Quakerism: Experience It!” at which newer and more seasoned Friends

have been able to share their insights. Our First Day program continues to thrive.

Our Peace and Social Concerns Committee has remained active, with projects including an “Angel

Tree” to collect to provide for the family of a prisoner, training sessions held at the meeting house

for those wishing to work with Alternatives to Violence Projects, prison visitation, testifying

before Clemency Committees and continued involvement with the Paz de Cristo organization for

the homeless. Our Hospitality Committee has worked to provide opportunities for fellowship,

both after meeting for worship and at our Friendly Eights dinners, which are held three times a
year.

One member of the meeting died in March 2000. Seven new adult members joined by

convincement together with one infant. The Meeting has 78 adult members and thirteen members

under the age of 18 years.

At the end of February we held a joyful gathering to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the building

of our Meeting House. We took a leap of faith when we decided to purchase land and build our

Meeting House. We have been repaid by the growth of the Meeting and now need new space.

For some years we have been slowly building a fund for the extension of our Meeting House.

Now a generous donation from a member of the Meeting has brought the start of that project

within sight



Expanding the Meeting House creates change. We find we must try harder to listen to each other
in love, neither to give nor take offence, and remember that caring is most important to a spiritual
community. We must try to have nothing stand in the way of George Fox’s admonition, “Friends,
meet together and know one another in that which is eternal, which was before the world was.”

Tempe Monthly Meeting
of the Religious Society of Friends
Approved by Meeting for Business, 5-7- 2001
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Report on the State of the

Boulder Meeting

May 2000--April 2001

Boulder Meeting continues to seek ways in which the spiritual life of our members and attenders
can be deepened. Our Meetings for Worship are well attended, both at 8:30 and 10:00. Out of
our corporate silence come messages that reflect careful thought and relevant experience. In
order to share with newer attenders the experience of Quaker worship, “Quaker 101,” a short
introduction on the Faith and Practice of Quakers has been revived.

Meetings for Worship and the Quaker Study Groups that are ongoing give each of us the
opportunity to explore our spirituallreligious beliefs. Sharing them with each other helps to build
our spiritual community, which is vital to maintaining the life of the Meeting. As Quakers, we are
called to establish and build our spiritual community. We are also called to do service in the larger
community. This comes out of belief of”that of God in everyone,” and in our testimonies of
simplicity, equality, nonviolence and community. The various committees of the Meeting are how
we carry out our beliefs and values to the larger community.

Within the Meeting, the Religious Education Committee reports a strong program with average
attendance of 28 young people. Students take part in a variety of learning and service
opportunities, including visits to other faith communities, participation in community fund raising
events, plays on Quaker history, classes engaged in cooperative activity, and visits by Meeting
members on topics of interest to Quakers.

Ministry and Counsel monitors the quality of worship and ministry in the Meeting and keeps
track of Friends and Attenders in need. Clearness Committees were appointed for membership
and for marriages under the care of the Meeting. Memorial services were also held for two in our
community.

The subject of the Gottlieb Lecture was “The Road Less Traveled,” and was given by Deborah
Saunders, director of the Fihankra Project. The topic of the Fall Gathering was “Many Forms of
Quaker Ministry.” Another Quaker Studies series was launched, and “Sunday Evening Quaker
Topics,” an informal discussion group for new Friends and Attenders was started.

A commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the Meeting will be held on April 29.

Committees that give opportunities for members to carry their spiritual life to the larger
community are Peace and Social Justice, which engages in a combination of giving financial
support to other Quaker related organizations and in direct action on local projects. The AFSC
Committee supports the work of the Colorado Area Office and informs the Meeting on the
various programs of AFSC, such as the Joint Service Project. It will rejoin the Peace and Social
Justice Committee and promote A.FSC programs from there. The Right Sharing Committee



focuses on projects at Pine Ridge reservation. Their policy is to listen and learn from reservation

residents, respond to their requests, and assist them in achieving their goals. This year the

Committee has focused particularly on education, housing and employment needs on the

reservation. The Committee coordinated participation by eight people from the Meeting in the

IMYM-AFSC Joint Service Project.

The Service Committee provides service to needful people on the local level, both through

organizations in Boulder County and direct service to individuals within and without the Meeting.

It facilitates the Meeting’s monthly meal service at the Homeless Shelter, and is coordinating the

use of the Meeting House as an overflow shelter for homeless people on a weekly basis.

The Program Committee has continued the monthly Spiritual Journeys of people in the Meeting.

This has become a vital pat of the spiritual life of the Meeting as we learn from one another the

variety of spiritual experiences we bring to Meeting. Other programs on topics important to the

Meeting were presented. A policy statement regarding political presentations was approved with

the emphasis being that Program Hours are meant for Quaker related topics.

Other committees of the Meeting provide the support and infrastructure that is necessary to

maintain our community. These include Building and Grounds, Finance, Library, Nominating,

and Fellowship. All are actively contributing to the life of the Meeting.

At this time, Boulder Meeting is a vital, active Meeting, with a majority of members and

attenders engaged in the life of the Meeting through Meeting for Worship, committee work and

study/worship groups. We need to be ever mindful of the need to continue to grow in spirit as we

grow in numbers.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Moen, Clerk
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State of the Meeting Report

COLORADO SPRINGS MONTHLY MEETING
May 2001

The small but mighty Colorado Springs Monthly Meeting remains at 22 members officially. After
years of meeting at the Family Visitation Center, we triggered the burglar alarm one too many
times and were invited to move. Our new home is with the Pikes Peak Justice and Peace
Commission, a peace and justice advocacy center with whom we share many interests and values.
The address is 29 South Institute. Our Meetings for Worship are still held on 1st day at 10:00
a. m..

Highlights of the last year include: a series of discussion groups on “When death comes to the
Meeting,” we learned about living wills, durable medical powers of attorney, and multiple
alternatives for final arrangements. A member regularly offers use of the dome on her property for
a weekday evening Meeting for Worship. A couple in the Meeting designed and printed a tn-fold
brochure to welcome and provide introductory information to newcomers. A number of members
correspond regularly with prison inmates and one member will complete the Quaker sponsored
training this summer to be able to visit inmates in federal prisons. Finally, Colorado Springs
organized the Spring 2001 Women’s Gathering on giving and receiving.

Holding us all in the light,

Julie Roten
Clerk
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State of the Meeting Report

FORT COLLINS FRIENDS MEETING
June 2001

During the past year, Fort Collins Meeting has grown slightly, with a number of new attenders.
We have worked on deepening our spiritual life, responding to the needs of our members and
attenders, and have continued with service activities that stretch us outside our own Meeting
community. We have continued to struggle with our finances, but several ifind raising events
helped out in this regard and we finished the calendar year with a balanced budget.

We continue to seek for a deepening of the spiritual life of our Meeting. Too often our
attention was drawn from the Meeting as a whole while we sought discernment concerning the
difficult problems of a single individual. We are in the process of developing better means for
reaching out to all of the meeting community in love and concern. Although our First Day School
remains small, we have had a steady attendance and continue our practice ofjunior meeting for
worship every third First Day. We had a series of adult education sessions on topics of interest to
members and attenders of the Meeting. Several discussions took place over the year regarding
Meeting’s relationship with wider Quaker organizations. For a small meeting such as ours, it is
sometimes difficult to maintain the balance between life of the meeting and participation in wider
Quaker activities.

Last summer, our caretakers, Kari Alexander and Renee Roberts moved into their own home
and we now have new caretakers, David and Ashley Lloyd. We have had some problems typical
of an older home, but have made some improvements to the property. Our empty lot next door is
being used for a Community Youth Garden Project. This project, led by Lorin Unterberger, is
intended to bring together youth and other members of the community through gardening. Jeanne
Nash and Operation Bookshelf continues to support libraries in Nicaragua. Her knitted bears
have been sold to benefit this project and a number of others.

This past year we lost a very valued member of our Meeting, Mary Barclay Howarth, who
died on December 7 in Albuquerque. A memorial service was held on May 12 in Estes Park.
Mary was a strong and plain-spoken presence whose insights will be missed. We gained a new
addition to our Meeting, Audrey Graham, who was born to Margaret and David Graham on
January 10 of this year. The marriage of Carl Judson and Sarah Center took place under the care
of the Meeting last August. Tony Brown resigned from Meeting in January. Both Tony and his
mother, Florence Bye Brown, recently moved to Moscow, Idaho. Lisa, Barry and Staunton
McCann, long-term attenders, were approved for membership in May.

We continue to provide oversight to the Rapid City Worship Group. Cynthia Strom and
Curt Ireland, long time members of the Worship Group, are currently sojourning at the Orange
Grove Meeting where Cynthia is the resident Friend. Rapid City Quakers struggle with their
isolation and small numbers.

Overall, Fort Collins Meeting is doing well and slowly growing both in numbers and in
spiritual discernment.

Lovingly submitted,

Suzanne Taylor
Clerk, Fort Collins Meeting of Friends
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State of the Meeting

Mountain View Friends’ Meeting

10 May 2001

For Mountain View, the past year has been a time of reaching out — into the world beyond
Friends, to Friends in new locations, to Friends within the meeting, and to Friends who left us
behind. In that movement, we see what might be called a “nursery effect.” We are large, for an
unprogrammed meeting, with many diverse interests. Our meeting acts as a greenhouse, providing
a safe place where many different calls to ministry are heard and can grow.

A small group of members meets regularly to write letters for Amnesty International
—letters to let the jailers in this world know they are being watched. Another group meets monthly
to share a meal of rice and beans along with their concern for immigrants and for problems along
the US border with Mexico. The meeting has helped finance trips for interested members to
BorderLinks programs. With Boulder Friends Meeting, we send spiritual and financial support to
our member Pepper Goodrich, releasing her so she can pursue her leading to live and work in
Guatemala. Still other members are active in prison ministry programs through Prison Visitation
and Support (PVS) and the Alternatives to Violence Project.

We meet for worship at 9:00 and 10:30 AM each Sunday. At the rise of 10:30 meeting, a
“Friend in the Alcove” waits to answer questions from newcomers about our meeting and about
Friends in general. There are other opportunities for worship as well. Our “West Side” worship
groups meets every Sunday at 10:00, and a new worship group meets monthly in Evergreen that
serves many Friends who had found the long drive an impediment to participation in the Monthly
Meeting. We are trying out a monthly Meeting for Worship for Forgiveness and Reconciliation.
We hope that Friends will make use of this as an opportunity to consider forgiveness and
reconciliation both in general and in specific instances.

Within our meeting, the MOM committee — a joint meeting of the Ministry and Worship,
Oversight, and Membership Guidance committees — meets three times a year to discuss shared
concerns. One of the results of these meetings was our first photo directory. During the winter,
every Friday is story and game night at the meetinghouse — a time for people of all ages to get
together in an informal setting and fill up on popcorn. We have hosted folk dancing, a Halloween
party, and a St. Patrick’s Day potluck. Our annual Christmas celebration is becoming something of
a homecoming event for college-age members and others who have wandered off into the wide
world. For most months during the academic year, members present their spiritual journeys after
the 10:30 meeting on the first Sunday. Usually these are individual, but we have also organized
panels around a theme or stage of life. When a panel of Senior Young Friends presented their
journeys last year, we learned once again that a person’s age has nothing to do with the quality of
the spirit within them. Each year a weekend is reserved for The School of The Spirit. This year
Steven Deutsch of Pacific Yearly Meeting presented his spiritual journey into activism and led us
to consider how we, too, might live the ife of the spirit.



Our First-Day School is large and busy; we are grateful for everyone involved. This was
our second year with a paid coordinator. An email group has been set up so that concerned
parents, committee members, and teachers can keep in touch easily. With the support of the
meeting and eager attendance by both old and new Friends, one of our members presents an
annual course in Quaker Studies. A clearness committee has been set up to help him look at
questions related to the use and possible publication of his materials. Some members felt a need
for Bible study, and as we wondered how to go about it, we discovered another member with
experience and a leading in that area. A small group has begun to meet and study on Sunday
mornings, complementing the Sunday discussion group that has been meeting for years.

The meeting has sent members to two recent forums on Quaker religious education, only
to discover that our need for a good curriculum is everyone’s need. After years of good intentions,
a committee has been meeting to develop a basic curriculum for our First Day School. We are
excited by the progress they are making.

In 1994 and 1995 our community suffered a great upheaval. It was an angry time and
many members left, some of them going on to form Piedmont Meeting. Those events and those
Friends have been recalled to us again tbis year, both through leadings within the meeting and by
contacts with some of those who left. Our Oversight and Ministry and Worship Committees were
asked by the Business Meeting to consider steps for healing and prevention. We wonder if strong
feelings must always lead to anger and injury. Terrible conflicts have happened many times in the
history of Friends, yet those involved always seem so surprised when they happen, and
ill-equipped to deal with them. We are struggling to find ways to reach out, to be true to our own
testimonies of peace and community.

Like our spirits, our building has entered a cycle of repair and improvement. We replaced our
ancient furnace in the dead of winter. A gas fireplace we had installed in the Fall turned out to be
a momentary necessity, as well as welcome gathering place for committee meetings at the
meetinghouse. A leaky roof has finally (we hope) been fixed, and our windows need to be painted.

Our census at the end of the year included 189 adult members, many attenders, and lots of
children — some very new.

We close with a quotation from chapter 3 of the Journal of John Woolman. “The increase of
business became my burden; for though my natural inclination was toward merchandise, yet I
believed truth required me to live more free from outward cumbers, and there was now a strife in
my mind between the two.” If there is an underlying struggle in our life together, it is this conflict
between the seemingly endless busyness of our lives and our need to find time to listen to our
inward teacher. The urgent often drives out the important, and the quiet leading into service can
barely be heard.
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State of the Meeting Report

Albuquerque Monthly Meeting

2000

The spiritual character of the Meeting continues to be an ongoing concern. How do
we measure this?

We question if or how we are meeting the spiritual needs of members and attenders. Are
we mindful and knowledgeable of the teaching and testimonies of our Quaker forebears? Are our
vocal messages truly spiritually based? We struggle to speak our beliefs. We seek inspiration from
the spirit of God moving among us; less by narratives on “what happened to me last week”. We
are concerned about the interruptions by latecomers to the centering-down of the Meeting. We
seek tender regard for the individual and care of the worshiping whole. We are grateful for the
meaningful ministry that has come from the lives of several recently deceased Friends connected
or well-known to the Meeting.

We seek to balance our individual and corporate responsibilities. How do we distinguish
our individual, personal responsibility for overcoming those things which prevent us from
centering down and experiencing the presence of the Spirit from our corporate responsibility for
teaching and explaining Quaker tradition and practice? How do we balance practical matters, such
as providing positive reminders of our financial needs and the timely handling of administrative
matters. with our spiritual concerns?

We continue with conscious attempts to build community. We have held third
Sunday potlucks, retreats, adult education study of Essentials of Mysticism, and intergeneration
experiences with the Children’s Program. A video interview of one of our members became a
contribution to greater understanding of individual faith and practice.

The group efforts of our committees were many. During the past year the Library
Committee completed cataloging our library. We have new vitality in the Peace and Social
Concerns Committee, which has provided focus for many in the Meeting. Individual Friends
joined a service project following the Pecos fire. Others went to Mexico in conjunction with the
Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns. Under the care of Buildings and Grounds we have
purchased a new stove and refrigerator and accepted the gift of a piano, moving the new one
downstairs. Building and Grounds also carried out an energy audit. Oversight and Counsel spent
much time and energy following the wishes of members in developing a job description for a
proposed paid Administrative Assistant

In the wider Quaker community, individuals and groups have been active in official
positions of Inter-Mountain Yearly Meeting, New Mexico Regional Meeting, and as Meeting
representatives on the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice. Our representatives on the
Inter-Mountain Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice Committee have found that experience
inspiring As the second largest Monthly Meeting in our Yearly Meeting, we have taken seriously
our responsibility for worship groups and allowed meetings under our care, inviting participation
in our retreats and keeping regular contact through phone calls. New Mexico Friendly Women’s
Retreat experienced the loss of their congenial, supportive meeting place. Young Friends,



including those from Santa Fe, met here for a silent retreat. The use of the Meeting House by a
wide range of groups provides the opportunity for exposure to the larger community.

We are a heterogeneous group, many coming from non-Quaker backgrounds, and we are
conscious of the need for dialogue over our real differences. We continue to be mindful of the
ongoing need to foster an atmosphere where disclosures of belief can be made freely without
undue selfcensoring and heard without harsh judgement remembering that there is that of God in
everyone.

Approved at Meeting for Worship for Business
April 1, 2001

Albuquerque Monthly Meeting
of the Religious Society of Friends
P. 0. Box25462
Albuquerque, NM 87 125-5462
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State of the Society

ClearLight Worship Group
2000

The ClearLight Worship Group continues under the care of Albuquerque Monthly Meeting.

During the year 2000 the CWG met at the Colfax Mental Health Building in Taos. Our meetings

for worship were held on most first and third “first days”. Fifth “first days” usually had a meeting

for worship followed by a meeting for eating followed by a meeting for worship with attention to

business. On several occasions the fifth ‘first day” gatherings were held in a Friend’s home.

Average meeting for worship attendance was about 10-20 people including children. Our contact

list has grown to included 35 adults and children. During meeting for worship, our children were

cared for by a teenage member of the meeting. On many second and fourth “first days’), an adult

educational program was lead by one of our members.

Several of our worship community experienced concerns and life events that affected them deeply.

As a community we cared for each other and continue to grow in the Light.
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STATE OF THE MEETING

SOCORRO WORSHIP GROUP
April 2000-april 2001

We are in good shape but no additional members. Jean Roath hosted Regional M&O last June.

George Cunningham married Bhavna Mehta at the San Diego Courthouse last July. Great visits

from John and Clark who now live in Farmington. We had a couple of pot-lucks and a house
warming at the home of Warren Marts/Eileen Comstock.

We are members of the local ministerial alliance and discuss their reports thanks to Joe Taber.
Joe and Kay host our annual business meeting also. Our local M&O is now Susan Miller,
Convenor — Kitty Bejnar, and Treasurer — Warren Marts.

Mary J0 Gosiak’s brother passed away in Florida in Sept. We are very sad for her. Jean Roath
has been ill all winter but seems to be her old cheerful self now in April. We have held her in
God’s light very often. We are all saddened by the death of Josephine Coats, so very dear to most
of us.

Swiftly so swiftly, oh time in thy race

Grant us one moment of infinite grace!
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State of the Meeting

Durango Friends Meeting
Fourth Month and amended Sixth Month, 2001

Durango Friends Meeting continues to serve as a source of spiritual enlightenment and a

spiritual refUge from the travails of modern life for Friends in the area. Attendance at Meeting for

Worship varies between a dozen and two dozen. Two babies were born to families in the Meeting

during the past year. A few elementary age children and one high schooler attend First Day

school and a number of toddlers bless us with their love and enthusiasm.

Our Adult Education Committee has presented information on the topics of death and dying

and how we as individuals and as a Meeting can support those who struggle with a serious illness

or grief We have also had several very informative presentations on social services available in

the area and the Durango Community Shelter. A Friend who attended the FWCC Triennial

Gathering presented wonderful material on the topic tA people called to listen, gathered to seek,

sent forth to serve.” As an outgrowth of an Adult Education presentation on Spiritual

Friendships, we have recently organized several small groups of Friends who wish to explore

spiritual topics together to deepen their contact’with the Light.
A weekend retreat at Endaba in September entitled “Let our Lives Speak: Make Your Love

Visible in the World” drew some twenty-five Friends of all age groups to share heartfelt leadings

and learn from each other. We also found time for cooking, recreation and renewing friendships

in a beautiful autumn mountain setting.
At the urging of our Trustees, we held two special Visioning Meetings to explore directions

the Meeting should take regarding use of our meetinghouse and property. We especially focused

on the spiritual priorities of the Meeting, our financial and time commitments, and how to best use

available funds as we pay down the mortgage and private loans. Discussions on how best to

reach out to seekers in the Durango area have resulted in an “Information on Quakerism Sunday”

during Adult Discussion. Social outreach projects have included financial donations to the

Durango Community Shelter, Habitat for Humanity and the Joint Service Project, participation in

a Habitat project, donations of food to the Food Bank, and cleaning a section of the highway near

the meetinghouse.
A work day at the meetinghouse in the fall drew a dozen Friends and one Quaker tractor to

spread gravel in the parking lot, spruce up the grounds, repair snow damage to the stucco, and

install a drip irrigation system for trees and shrubs in front of the building.

Several Friends in the Meeting have faced serious illnesses during the past year. Many others

have rallied to their support with prayers, phone calls, cards, meals, and hospital visits, binding us

together in community and love in ways we did not foresee. Dee Surprenant, an active seasoned

member of Durango Friends Meeting since 1978, died on April 20, 2001, of a subdural hematoma

and complications after a short severe illness. A memorial service was held at the meetinghouse

and a tree planted on the grounds in her memory. We pray especially for her husband Charlie,

their boys and their families.
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State of the Meeting

El Paso Monthly Meeting
A report on what’s been going on.

First, we’ve been meeting weekly again, instead ofjust twice a month. One of our newest
members suggested it, and we took up his suggestion enthusiastically.

Second, we have two discussion series going. An hour before the first meeting each month, we
discuss one pamphlet in the “Friends and. . . “ series by FGC. An hour before the third meeting,
we do Bible study. In the past few months we have been talking about the events leading up to
Easter as they are described in the four gospels. We have decided to publicize these discussions
in the newspaper.

We are looking over the adult ed course Quakerism 101 published by Philadelphia Yearly Meeting
as our next discussion material. We think these discussions will be useful for us and interesting
for inquirers.

In March we hosted a potluck lunch after meeting for a group of Olney students who had just
arrived here to spend their spring break working on hay bale houses. It was fun to visit with all of
them.

A few of the members have been active in a local group, El Pasoans Against the Death Penalty.
When they participated in a recent panel discussion sponsored by the group, a number of Friends
attended, leading one onlooker to remark, “There were a lot of Quakers here!”

Really, there are not a lot of Quakers anywhere in El Paso, but the group we have has been busy
and dedicated. We welcome any of you who are traveling this way to meet with us at 10 AM any
Sunday at 2821 Idalia, or at 9 AM on the first or third Sundays if you would like to take part in
the discussion.

We’re grateful, too, for continuing contact with you via email and US mail.

Dee Cameron
dcameron@elp.rr. corn
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State of the Meeting

GILA FRIENDS MEETING
Silver City, NM

2000

Gila Friends Meeting extends over eighty miles of mountains, rivers, and washes. We gather for

worship every second and fourth Sunday in Silver City at Glaser Hall, Western New Mexico

University. On second Sunday, meeting for Worship for Business follows, and on fourth Sunday

we consider Queries. In Gila, Nena McDonald welcomed worshippers to her home every first

Sunday; every third Sunday, Quakers meet in Pleasanton at the home of Jim and Nancy Coates.

At the Hot Springs Ranch in Mimbres there is opportunity to worship on the first Sunday of every

month. Fifth Sunday Meetings alternate between homes in Mimbres, Silver City, and Gila,

combining the occasion for worship with fellowship in the form of potlucks and personal sharing.

The monthly newsletter fosters communication and continuity amongst such far-flung Friends. An

important decision faced by the Meeting was the move from our former place of worship, Down

to Earth School, to our new home in Glaser Hall. A number of optionswere considered before we

committed to using this facility at Western New Mexico University. We now have room for an

ever-widening circle of members and attenders, and we seem to have more attenders than ever

before. We also have wheelchair access and a place for our library. For half the cost, we are now

enjoying our new, warm, well-lit place to worship.
A continuing gift to the Meeting has been the presence of several regular and active

attenders as well as new attenders. James W. Newton of Palo Alto Meeting began his sojourn

with us in June and is a welcome presence. Lillian and Clyde Watford are still sojourning in

Mountain View Meeting in Denver, Colorado. A memorial was held for our long-time and

beloved member Josephine Coates. She died on October 23, 2000. We also welcomed a new

member to the Meeting, Theresa Walker, known to us all affectionately as our dear friend ‘Polly.”

Our Meeting contributed to the national committees that carry out the Quaker goals of

promoting justice, peace, and sharing throughout the world: American Friends Service Committee

($350), Friends World Committee on Consultation ($100), Right Sharing ($200), and Friends

Committee on National Legislation ($900). In our local community, we contributed to El Reftigio

($300), Gospel Mission ($300), and the Annunciation House in Juarez, Mexico ($200). We

continued to support educational projects in El Salvador under the directorship of Carmen Broz

($860). We also supported the IMYM Committee on Border Concerns ($200) and the New

Mexico Coalition to Repeal the Death Penalty ($50). Meeting expenses included rent ($600),

newsletter publication ($400), advertisements ($48) and P.O. box rent ($64). Assessments totaled

$176 to NM Regional Meeting and $550 to IMYM.
Ray Seavers continued as our clerk for the entire year. He has agreed to serve one more

year, and we are grateful for the continuity this provides our Meeting. M&O Committee wrestled

with the issue of its role and limitations concerning active pastoral care. Through some seasoning,

we came to see that we do indeed provide each other with support and care through the individual

efforts of our members and attenders. We are, however, constrained by the smallness of our

Meeting and can not always expect to fulfill the committee duties that another, larger Meeting



might be able to fulfill. Peace and Social Concerns Committee sponsored the Hiroshima Day
remembrance and held regular meetings in which they discussed issues of international, national,
and regional importance.

In our meetings for worship, we continue to encourage vocal ministry as well as the deep
silence we often enjoy.

Perhaps our greatest achievement this year was in the area of religious education. Weekly
and bi-weekly Quaker 101 study sessions were held in both Silver City and the Mimbres. Many
members and attenders felt they gained a greater understanding of Quaker history and Quaker
beliefs in these group meetings. As importantly, through open and intimate discussion, we grew to
know each other better and to appreciate the strength and diversity of our faith. Religious
education has continued with the reading and discussion of other Quaker books such as Wilmer
A. Cooper’s Living Faith.

In retrospection and self-examination we again acknowledge that the heart of our Meeting
is in meeting for worship. Other strengths include: 1) a pattern of attendance at greater Quaker
gatherings; 2) a grass-roots interest in studying Quakerism and the organization of Quakerism 101
study groups in Silver City and Mimbres and 3) a willingness to participate in discussions and self-
examination around such issues as the role of committees and our own goals and spiritual
purpose. We come away from these discussions dedicated to more faithfully pursue Quaker
process.

Facing illness, disability, death, and birth among ourselves has helped us to be more
compassionate and supportive of one another. We rely on the love that is the basis of our faith
and connection to one another as we continue.

From New Mexico Regional Meeting
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State of the Society

LAS CRUCES MONTHLY MEETING
Religious Society of Friends

May 13, 2001

The Las Cruces Friends Meeting has been in its new meetinghouse for one year. We have
secured grant funding for financing and renovations. Thus far we have completed some exterior
clean-up and grounds improvement. Inside the meetinghouse we have worked to improve our
children’s room. We have completed much interior painting and made repairs and improvements.
The floor has been stripped and painted.

During the past year our meeting has experienced declining attendance, due mainly to
members and attenders moving away from the community. We have initiated outreach efforts.
Three of our young Friends have gone off to school. Two are attending Quaker institutions.
Several long-time attenders are now interested in seeking membership. Another is in the process
of transferring membership to our meeting. We have worked to keep those who have moved
informed of meeting business and activities. The Las Cruces Meeting has appreciated ongoing
contacts with distant Friends, some of whom maintain their memberships with us. We have lately
experienced success in enriching our vocal ministry. We are also simplifying our committee
structure to better meet the needs of our downsized meeting.

We have, in addition, made contacts in the community and with neighbors. We are
co-operating with a local community organization (Las Esperanzas), which is working to
renovate the Mesquite Historic District in Las Cruces. This group, along with another (a Catholic
prayer group), are making use of our meetinghouse facilities.

Respectfully Submitted

s. David B. Richman
David B. Richman, Clerk

Las Cruces Monthly Meeting
622 North Mesquite Street
Las Cruces, New Mexico
P. 0, Box 1240
Mesilla Park, N. M. 88047
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State of the Meeting

Santa Fe Monthly Meeting
Religious Society of Friends

2000-2001

Santa Fe Friends reflect upon the last year with gratitude for the gifts we have received. In
waiting upon and following the leadings of Spirit we deepen our experience of the Light both
individually and corporately providing sustenance to our community of faith.

• In our role as stewards for our 150+ year old Meetinghouse we continue in our efforts to
upgrade the mechanical systems and to improve accessibility. With the coming of Spring we
will kick-off a Capital Fund Drive to finance these improvements which when completed will
make our Meetinghouse a more “user friendly” spiritual oasis.

• Our faith community is nurtured by the guided worship of Ministry and Oversight and the
individual leadings of members and attenders. Gatherings in homes to share our “stories” and
the invitation to share our “joys, sorrows and concerns” prior to the closing of Meeting for
Worship opens our hearts to the personal challenges and joys we experience in following the
leadings of Spirit.

• The Peace And Social Concerns Committee guides us in our witness for peace and social
justice. The committee sponsored forums, organized letter writing sessions and staged
dramatic, direct actions with our congresspersons on issues like the Iraq embargo. The
Committee on Border and Migrant Concerns continues to meet to discern how our Meeting
might best address the complex challenges facing the migrant population of Santa Fe. We are
grateful for the individual witness of our members and attenders.

• The First Day School Program is blessed by the addition of several young children. This brings
Meeting the challenges and rewards of programming for a wide range of interests and abilities.
Most recently, historical Quaker figures have been visiting our Young Friends and sharing
their,stories of Quaker witness. In addition, the Young Friends continue to participate in a
variety of service projects - planting trees, making and delivering Holiday cards to nursing
home residents, cooking at St. Elizabeth’s Shelter. And finally, several of our older Young
Friends have had the opportunity to participate in AFSC-IMYM Service Projects in the US
and Mexico.

• The Las Vegas and Los Alamos Worship Groups continue to meet and grow in the Spirit.
Chamisa Preparative Meeting established under the care of Regional Meeting has been laid
down.

Santa Fe Friends look forward to the coming year as we proceed with our stewardship of our
aging adobe and continue to grow in the Light.
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State of the Meeting

Logan Monthly Meeting
Oct. 8, 2000

We were graciously hosted by Pat Bohm Trostle and Glen Trostle in their home. Attending were
Glen Trostle, Pat Bohm Trostle, Cindy Yurth, Carol O’Connor, Margaret Ryan, Mark Sailor, Lori
Roggman, Alice Stokes, Joni Forsgren-White, and Peggy Neuber. After a harvest potluck supper,
our meeting began at approximately 7:3 0.

There seems to be a sense of healing after the deaths, departures, and divorces that have afflicted
our meeting recently.

Two questions asked: Do we have a way to pick up on people who need help? Do we have a
systematic way to pay attention to needs of the members and attenders of our meeting?

Harvey Neuber and Debi Evans were recognized for their hard work with the Doves over the past
year.

Since we have such small groups of younger children, some kids have no one in their age range
and thus feel alienated and are less likely to attend..

We would love to hear about the activities of the Senior Young Friends if they could report to the
CVQ monthly. We encourage them to join the meeting at the end so we have the whole meeting
together for a short time in closing.

The sparse attendance at business meeting is a concern. Are we meeting at a time convenient for a
majority of our people? Are we comfortable having three or four people make the decisions for
the entire meeting? Someone suggests getting an espresso machine as a draw. A good suggestion
was that the clerk announce what concerns are on the agenda at the rise of meeting for worship to
draw people who want to have input towards those concerns.

Since the departure of Joy Morris, we have been sadly lacking someone to spearhead the social
concerns and community service segments of our meeting. We hope with the new year
approaching we can find someone to fill that hole.

The Senior Young Friends can be a strongly positive force for the younger members of our
meeting. We want them to know how important they are to the life of our meeting.

The rerum of long-absent friends has revitalized our meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Neuber
Logan, UT
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Moab Monthly Meeting
A report from Utah Friends Fellowship

UFF is pleased and excited to welcome the Moab Monthly Meeting as the newest Monthly
Meeting in the state. There was a general discussion of the steps that Moab had taken in preparing
to become a Monthly Meeting, and in deciding what course of action to take. The initial
discussion about Monthly Meeting status first came up in late 1999, and has been reviewed under
the care of a committee of the Ministry and Counsel Committee of the Salt Lake Monthly
Meeting. The following minute [was] forwarded by UFF to the Moab Monthly Meeting.

Minute 0401.01

April 22, 2001

Over the past year Moab Worship Group has come to the decision that it is ready to become a
monthly meeting. The Salt Lake Monthly Meeting has been involved with this process throughout
this time. In Oct. of 2001, two members of SLMM, Diana Hirschi and Jan Miller, spent a
weekend with the Moab Worship Group. The two conducted a ‘question and answer’ session
with the attenders of the Moab group to aid in their decision of whether they were ready to or
desire to be an independent meeting. The worship group has for some time been practicing many
of the actions necessary for the organization of a meeting. The results were very positive and
Moab Friends came to the decision to become a monthly meeting.

Utah Friends Fellowship joyously welcomes our newest Monthly Meeting.

From an e-mail provided by Cynthia Smith, 3 June 2001
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State of the Meeting

Salt Lake Monthly Meeting
2001

Salt Lake Monthly Meeting (SLIvfM) worships at the Ladies Literary Club, 850 East South
Temple, Salt Lake City, Utah, every First Day at 10:00 a.m. We have approximately 50 members,
which includes some out-of-state residents who desire to maintain connections with our meeting.
We are contacting those on our membership rolls whom we have not seen or heard from for a
considerable time and inquiring after the status of our Junior Members who are now adults. We
see about 25 to 30 adults and one to five children at meeting for worship, about the same as last
year.

Wejoyllilly celebrated two marriages under the care of the meeting: Rebecca Hyde and Craig
Shane were married on July 22, 7-22-00, in Mill Creek Canyon Christopher Viavant and Emily
Box were married at the Ladies Literary Club during a meeting for worship “for marriage” on
First Day, 1-14-01.

Alice O’Neill died at age 81 on April 13, 2001. Alice suffered from Parkinson’s disease and was
not able to attend meeting for the past 10 years. She is survived by her children: Ann Shigeoka, a
member of our meeting, and Sally and Patrick O’Neill.

This is the second year we have met at the Ladies Literary Club. This location is not altogether
satisfactory; there is little room for first day school and our access to the facilities for committee
meeting and other gatherings is very limited.

We are mindful of the integrity of our meeting for worship, and continue to seek paths of
improvement. We hold our children in love, and seek an environment to provide for their spiritual
needs better than our current meeting place. Only a few children now attend regularly, but we
believe that a less crowded and more functional space would improve attendance. The lack of
space suitable for children discourages new families who are otherwise attracted to our meeting.
Through discussions and focus meetings, we have taken the first steps toward finding a home of
our own. A space of our own would also allow us to better address the greater community.
Two committees have been organized: one to identify a location for a new meetinghouse, and
another to plan for its financing.

We have completed and begun to implement the first edition of our operational manual entitled
“Structure and Process.” It clarifies the responsibilities and relationships of our committees and
offices. The responsibilities of the former Ministry and Oversight Committee have been divided
between two new committees, Ministry and Counsel (M&C) and Membership and Outreach
(M&O). M&C will attend to the spiritual and physical needs of members and attenders, and
M&O will reach out to new attenders and present our faith to the community.



With confidence that the bonds of faith and friendship that have joined us will continue, we are
pleased that Moab Worship Group, which has been under the care of SLMM, will soon become
and independent monthly meeting.

Utah Friends Fellowship continues to be an important occasions for activities and fun. This year’s
Winter Gathering focused on the issue of impoverishment in the USA at a time when the nation
as a whole was experiencing an economic boom. This focus grew out of the efforts of Peace and
Social Concerns Committee to bring this issue to the attention of SLMM.

There seems to be new energy and enthusiasm in the meeting. We hope to encourage and nourish
this spirit.

From J. Rand Hirschi
<Rhirschi@suitter.corn>
10may01
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Memorial Minutes - 2001

From Flagstaff Monthly Meeting

Jan Stevens

From Pima Monthly Meeting

Helen Best

John Salyer

From Fort Collins Monthly Meeting

Mary Barclay Howarth

From Durango Monthly Meeting

Dee Surprenant

From Gila Monthly Meeting

Josephine Coats

From Redwood Forest Quaker Meeting

Bob Scbutz

Italics indicate a minute no! yet in hand.
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Morning Has Broken
by Eleanor Farjeon

Morning has broken,

Like the first morning,

Blackbird has spoken

Like the first bird.

Praise for the singing!

Praise for the morning!

Praise for them, springing

Fresh from the Word!

Sweet the rain’s new fall,

Sun-lit from heaven,

Like the first dew fall

On the first grass.

Praise for the sweetness

Of the wet garden,

Sprung in completeness

Where His feet pass.

Mine is the sun light!

Mine is the morning

Born of the one light

Eden saw play!

Praise with elation,

Praise every morning.

God’s creation

Of the new day!
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FlagstaffM0tk1 Meeting
Memorial Minute

JAN FARMER STEVENS

Jan Farmer Stevens, member of Flagstaff Arizona Monthly Meeting, passed away on February
21, 2000 after a six-year struggle with recurring cancer.

She was born September 8, 1953 in Las Vegas, New Mexico, and was adopted at birth by Ray
and Charlotte Farmer, both Quakers. Her father was a long-time academic leader as Dean of
Students at New Mexico Highlands University. Jan grew up in northern New Mexico and,
upon her parent’s retirement, attended and graduated from Buena High School in Sierra Vista,
Arizona. She entered Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff and in 1976 completed her
Bachelor of Science degree in journalism.

Jan’s distinguished career in her field of journalism began in 1979 and spanned nearly 20
years. Over that time she wrote for the Arizona Daily Sun, working as reporter,
columnist and features editor. Her columns were a fixture in that publication, and she had a
loyal following of readers and friends. She covered all aspects of community life in Flagstaff,
writing moving features about the town, its people, their joys and sorrows, their interests,
projects and organizations. Her final column was written and filed only hours before her
death.

Highly regarded and praised in her profession, Jan Stevens was described by the Sun’ s
editor-in-chief as the quintessential community journalist she knew everyone and cared about
them all. People trusted Jan to get their story right and tell it in a way that was eloquent and
fair. Throughout her career she received awards from many sources for her work, including
First Place in Arizona from the Associated Press for feature writing, non-deadline reporting
and beat reporting and First Place awards from the Arizona Governor’s Council on Aging for
feature and personality-profile writing. In 2000 she was posthumously awarded by Northern
Arizona University its Eunson Alumni Achievement Award in Journalism, the school’s highest
honor in the field.

Jan was also a notable author. As Jan Romero Stevens, she wrote the Carlos series of
children’s books. Her name as author honors her New Mexico Hispanic birth heritage, some
facts of which she learned later in life. The (Thrios books are bilingual, with parts of the story
in Spanish and English progressing together on each text page. Alternating are colorful pages
by a gifted illustrator.

Carlos’s adventures in Jan’s native northern New Mexico began with a book, published in
1993, telling about his too-close experience with a squash plant. The last Carlos story, five
books and 80,000 copies later, told about his attempt to reach China via digging. Jan
completed this last book just before her death. The books brought her numerous awards,



including Arizona Children’s Book Author of the Year. Her publisher, Northland Press, called

her a small lady with a big heart one of our most beloved authors . Each story, while

humorous, told of a lesson in life.

Always first and foremost in Jan’s life were her faith, her husband and their two sons. These

commitments took forms ranging from her leadership in founding of an innovative charter high

school and her support of Flagstaff’s youth symphony to the guarding of her evenings at home

with her family. Meeting counted on and appreciated her help in many ways, especially for

First-Day School leadership with Fred, her husband. Jan served until her death as Flagstaff’s

clerk of Ministry and Oversight, beginning with the committee’s start in 1997.

Jan’s faith was such that one could feel it. She once shared that, as the scriptures talked of

going into a closet to pray, she had tried it and continued the practice daily as a deep, lasting

part of her life. Her worship together with Friends in Meeting was quietly powerful and

moving in vocal ministry.

Jan and Fred Stevens were married under care of Flagstaff Meeting in 1974. They have two

sons, Jacob, 18, and Paul, 14. All are members or junior members in Flagstaff Meeting. Jan’s

membership dates from 1971, during student days. (Fred is associate director of development

at Northern Arizona University.) In addition to her husband and sons, Jan is survived by her

mother, Charlotte Farmer, sister, Lang Farmer Secrest, aunt, Elizabeth Langsdale, and birth

mother, Tommie Trujillo.
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Pima MoM Meeting
Memorial Minute

HELEN BRIGGS BEST
March 13, 1911- July 3,2000

Helen Briggs Best was a life-long member of the Religious Society of Friends. With her
husband Herbert Briggs, she was a founding member of the Penn Valley Meeting in Kansas City
and instrumental in the founding of the Oklahoma City Meeting. She was later a member of Coal
Creek Meeting in Iowa until transferring to Pima Meeting in Tucson as a sojourning member
where she was active until her death.

Graduating from William Penn College in Iowa with a teaching degree and later earning a
master’s degree in social work from the University of Oklahoma, she worked in family guidance
clinics and mental health centers in Oklahoma, Kansas and Missouri. As a professor of social
work at the University of Kansas, she developed a teacher’s training course that won regional
awards for mental illness prevention programs. In Merriam, Kansas, she established a multi-
service center offering a variety of social services including mental health counseling. For a time
she was president of the Southern Arizona Mental Health Association. She maintained a lively
private counseling practice until her death.

Her husband Herbert Briggs died in 1970. Helen and km Best were married under the
care of Coal Creek Monthly Meeting in 1981. She leaves behind her beloved companion km Best,
her son David and his wife Rebecca of Sedalia, Colorado, and her granddaughter Cinaman
Azarcon and three great grandchildren.

Always interest in experiencing the light of the spirit wherever she found it, she became
active as a spiritual healer in the Johrei Fellowship, a healing community, in Tucson. Helen was a
caring, kind, and loving person whose spiritual journey was inspiring to all who knew her. She
was a sensitive and intuitive spiritual adviser. She truly did walk cheerfully over the earth
answering to that of God in everyone.
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Pima M0±h1 Meeting
Memorial Minute

JOHN ALEXANDER SALYER
1914--2000

John Salyer was born in 1914 in Paw Paw, Michigan — the second of four boys in a Baptist
minister’s family. He was introduced to Friends and the Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR) as a
student at Earlham College. In 1936 he graduated with majors in biology and English. A.fter
graduation he joined an AFSC work camp on soil conservation on an Indian reservation in
Oklahoma. While working as a naturalist at Turkey Run State Park in Indiana, he met Ann Heap,
a visitor who worked for the Girl Scout Council in St. Louis, Missouri. They were married two
years later.

In 1942 during WWII as a conscientious objector, he was drafted into the Civilian Public
Service (CPS)’ working on the Blue Ridge Parkway in North Carolina and later at Eastern State
Hospital for the mentally ill in Virginia. John and Ann’s daughter Kari An was born in 1943 . Ann
often accompanied John during these years working in food service.

Moving to Tucson in 1946, John and Ann worked at the Presbyterian Church’s Tucson
Indian School. They later taught in Indian schools on the Papago (Tohono O’Odham) Indian
Reservation. When they moved back to Tucson in 1953, they housed Tohono O’Odham students,
helping them to go to Tucson High School, because there was no high school on the reservation.
John worked at the post office until he was dismissed for being active with FOR.

John and Ann became active in the Tucson Friends Meeting with John serving as clerk for
seven years. Their home was open to all, especially traveling Friends and staff from AFSC, FCNL,
PYM and Mexican Friends. They were stalwarts of the civil rights and the peace movement in
Tucson. When the new meeting was recognized by Pacific Yearly Meeting in Tucson in August,
1960, John and Ann were original members and founders of the meeting. Ann suggested the name
of Pima Friends Meeting.

The Salyers left Tucson in 1962 to work as AFSC’s International Affairs Representatives
in Nigeria for four years. On their return to the United States, they directed AFSC’s Inter-Tribal
Friendship House in Oakland, California. At the invitation of Honolulu Friends, they moved to
Hawaii hosting Friends activities at the meetinghouse for five years. Ann died in Honolulu in
1973.

John later married Marybeth Clark whom he met through Friends in Honolulu. In 1983
Marybeth accepted a position at Australian National University in Canberra as head of the
Vietnamese language program. During their eight year stay, John continued to be active with
Friends with a special concern for aboriginal Australians. Upon their return to the United States,
they settled in southern California, to be near Marybeth’s mother, where John became a member
of the La Jolla Meeting. He died in at age 86 in La Jolla, California. on September 13, 2000. John
is survived by his wife Marybeth Clark of La Jolla. California, his daughter Kari An and four



grandchildren. Kari An lives in Tucson and is a member of Pima Meeting.

In 1967 Pima Meeting purchased a meetinghouse, house next door to the a1yers house
on the corner of 5th Street and Euclid Avenue. John and Ann donated to Pima Meeting most of
the value of their house when the meeting later purchased it. When Pima Meeting sold the
property to acquire the new meetinghouse, the increased value of the property was a major
contribution to the cost of purchasing the new meetinghouse. For years when one thought of
Friends in Tucson, the Salyers stood out as the center of Quaker activities and concerns. John and
Ann are remembered by those who knew them in Tucson and Arizona as representing the finest
tradition of Quaker hospitality, service, and dedication..

Pima Monthly Meeting

of the

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
931 North 5th Avenue, Tucson, Arizona 85705
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Fort Collins Frienas Meeting
Memorial Minute

Mary Barclay Howarth

Mary Barclay Howarth, 79, on December 7, 2000, died at Loving Light Center, Albuquerque, N.

Mex., of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. Mary was born in Wichita, Kans., on October 30,

1921, to Martha Jane (Pattie) Hyde and William Houston Barclay. Her grandfather was A.A.

Hyde, philanthropist and founder of the Mentholatum Company.

She attended Westtown School in the 193 Os, her introduction to the Religious Society of Friends.

While an undergraduate at Wichita University, Mary realized that she was a pacifist. She

transferred to Middlebury College in Vermont, where she majored in Sociology. In her graduate

work at Haverford College during World War II,

Mary prepared to work on relief and reconstruction in Europe after the war. At the same time she
organized and led inner-city workcamps for AFSC in Indianapolis, St. Louis, and Chicago. Mary

met a Canadian conscientious objector named Wilfred Howarth in 1944. When the war ended,

Mary was sent to Scandinavia to set up workcamps.

She and Wilfred married in Helsinki in April 1947. Following their return from Finland, the couple

moved to Yellow Springs, Ohio, where they joined the meeting, taught First-day school, and

helped to organize a low cost burial service and a cooperative nursery school.

In the early 1950s the couple and their first two children moved to Ft. Collins, Cob., where Mary

set up another nursery cooperative. In 195 7-59 the family spent two years in Barpali, India.

For the next 12 years the family settled in at Pendle Hill, Pa. Mary studied early childhood

education at Cheyney State Teachers’ College and taught in Chester, Pa. They joined Media

Meeting and were active in the First-day school. Mary served several years on the Religious
Education Committee of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.

In 1971 the Howarths moved to Estes Park, Cob., where they operated the Estes Park Rent-All,

which they sold in 1980 to go to Rindge, N.H., to help get The Meeting School beck on its feet.

Then, after another year as students at Pendle Hill, they spent ten years in Seattle as sojourning

members of the meeting there. Mary taught at the Little School in Bellevue, Wash., and began

work on a second Masters degree, in Human Development.

In 1985 she and Wilfred began to construct by hand a passive solar house in the Retreat
development in Glen Haven, Cob.

In 1988 the Mentholatum Company was bought by Japanese interests, and the Howarths used the

resulting windfall to make bequests to Pendle Hill, Haverford College, AFSC, and other favorite

causes. During this period Mary set up Goose Girl Productions, promoting the use of fairy tales in



early childhood education. She also provided articles for Friendly Woman.
After Wilfred’s death in 1997, Mary moved to Eden Valley Village, outside Loveland, Cob. In
September 2000 she moved again to Albuquerque, N. Mex., to be near her daughter Rachel and
two grandchildren.

Mary kept in touch with people diligently through correspondence. A lifelong tax resister, Mary
believed in simple living as a tool to promote world peace. She made a conscious decision to
discontinue the oxygen that had been keeping her alive for the last six years. She is survived by
two daughters, Rachel Boone and Barclay Walsh; two sons, David Howarth and Paul Howarth;
nine grandchildren; two brothers, William Barclay and David Barclay, and many nieces and
nephews.

A memorial for Mary was held May 12 at the Pattie Hyde Barclay reunion building, YMCA of the
Rockies in Estes Park, Cob.

Courtesy: FRIENDS JO URNAL, May 2001, p. 39-40.
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Duango FrienJs Meeting
MEMORIAL M[1’1JTE

DEANNA RUTH SURPRENANT

Durango Friends Meeting, along with family and a few close personal friends, gathered at our
Meetinghouse on Sunday, April 22nd in a Memorial Meeting for Worship to celebrate the life of
Dee Surprenant. Dee died on Friday, April 20, 2001 at the age of 54. She had survived two
craniotomies related to an acute subdural hematoma, but ultimately could not hold on to life.

Born Christmas day, 1946, Dee’s life was a gift to the world. She was devoted to serving others
in both her work and personal life. She earned a BA in Philosophy at Washington College in
Chestertown, Maryland and a Masters Degree in Social Work from the University of Maryland
and became a licensed social worker. She worked in family therapy, child and adolescent abuse
and protection, foster care, and permanency for children. She was also a board member of the
Violence Prevention Coalition and the Sexual Abuse Treatment Team in Durango, Colorado.

Dee, her husband Charlie, and their young family began attending Durango Worship Group in
1978. She became a member when the Meeting was established m 1980. Over the years, Dee
served several terms as clerk, recording clerk and in ministry and oversight. At the time of her
death, Dee was co-clerk. She gave generously of her time, but will be most remembered for her
quiet wisdom, thoughtful words of encouragement and a life lived seeking renewal in the Light.

Dee and Charlie regularly attended IMYM together, where Dee had served on the Continuing and
Watching Committees and, at the time of her death, was co-clerk of Ministry and Counsel.

She is survived by her husband, Charlie, four sons, Steve Surprenant from Charlie’s first marriage
and his wife Betsy, Jason Horwath from Dee’s first marriage and his wife Kathryn and beloved
granddaughter, Emily Ruth, and two children together — Blake Surprenant, and Evan Surprenant
and his wife Theresa. Dee’s family and several from Durango Friends Meeting planted an Autumn
Blaze Maple on the Meetinghouse grounds in memory of Dee. Friends feel honored to tend to
the nurture and growth of this tree, remembering all that she has contributed to the spiritual
sustenance and growth of our Meeting. We would like to share the following poem, one of many
written by Dee, which illustrates the depth of her ministry. We celebrate her life and are grateful
that it touched ours.

Lord we lay before You
The unfinished volumes of our individual lives,
Covers worn by worrj.’ and age,
Pages tattered by love and lies and excitement andpain.
We come seeking renewal,
Sheltering the sometimesflickering Light
Of Your presence in our wisest texts,
Awaiting the tender mercy of Your care and attention.

There is strength in our standing together.
Cover to cover and heart to heart
We lean on one another in the silence.
Our empty pages are breathless with the wait,
Trusting in You to know our ,ieed
And to gather us gently but firmly
Between the bookends
Of Your wisdom and Your nurture. (Please turn page over)



Help us to keep the pages still, Lord
Give us the faith to have the patience,
And the patience to take the time
To open ourselves to the inscription of Your message.
Lest we forget to tell You, please know
That we are gratefulfor Your authorship
And we are gratefuifor the shelter ofeach other
While we wait...

Dee Surprenant

Durango Friends Meeting
June 3, 2001
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Gila Friends Meeitizig
Memorial Minute

Josephine Coats

Josephine Lenore Coats, 90, social worker, mother of four boys, peace advocate and member of

the Society of Friends, died of natural causes on Oct. 23rd in Santa Fe. She was returning to her

home in Gila from a visit to the Midwest where she had attended her grandson’s wedding in the

Traverse Bay, Michigan area. She had enjoyed being with her two surviving sons, Jim and Bill,

and their wives, Pat and Barbara. While staying in the Chicago area, she had an extended visit

with her friend, Judy Jagger, four of her grandchildren, and four of her great-grandchildren. Her

friend, Mary Riseley, accompanied her on the trip. Memorial services were held to honor

Josephine’s life on Sunday, Nov 19th at the Gila Valley Farm on Box Canyon Road in Cliff At I

p.m. Nov. 26th there was another service at the Japanese American Service Committee office in

Chicago, Illinois.

Josephine was the second daughter of four children born to Virginia and Chance Hardy of

Marion, Indiana. She was always a positive and an outgoing person who moved with ease among

diverse groups of people. Waiting on tables, and participating in modern dance and in athletics

was only part of her undergraduate, world-opening experience at the University of Wisconsin.

After marrying and having four children, she lived in Gary, Indiana, where she was a founding and

active member of the League of Women Voters and was a Girl Scout leader.

Her commitments to New Deal policies and her advocacy for the passage of the Social Security

Act led to her first social work job as a welfare case worker. She continued her career in social

work at the State Mental Hospital in Westville. While working there, she also earned her master

of social work degree from Indiana University.

In Chicago, in her 50s and early 60s, she was able to fully witness her moral and spiritual beliefs.

She was a founding member of the North Side Quaker Meeting in Chicago that often met in the

living room of her first-floor apartment in Old Town, where she also harbored objectors to the

war in Vietnam as they made their way to Canada. Representing the Society of Friends, she

traveled to regional, national and international meetings. She made one trip around the world to

visit Friends World Committee for Consultation projects.

Following a heart attack, at the age of 63, she retired from her school social work position and

moved to Gila. where old friends from Gary sold her an acre of their newly purchased land above

Bear Creek. In her home on the western edge of the Gila National Forest, while making her

rounds of southwest New Mexico, she made many friends whose social, cultural and spiritual lives

she enhanced. Traveling anywhere with her, one would be introduced to the widest variety of

people imaginable. The Quaker worship group she began at her home formed the foundation for

what later became the local Gila Friends Monthly Meeting.

Her charity was expressed not only by her generous financial contributions to individuals and



causes, but also through her gifts of time and personal commitment. Her passions for travel,
physical activity, conversation, reading, Bible study, singing, painting and silent Quaker meetings
continued to have their ftill expressions through the remainder of her life.

Courtesy. Anthony Manousos
Editor of Friends Bulletin
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The Ballad ofJosephine
by Gurney Dobbs

Her origins were misty
Granddaughter of Daniel Boone
She appeared in Technicolor
A woman of the Dunes
Draped in flowing fabrics
Long hair in an Indian braid
Hopi bangs above Eagle eyes
That never seemed afraid
It was said that she had children
But she learned to live alone
And shared her light with all who came
Into her simple home
A home that grew around her
In surprising twists and bends
Lovingly created
By the many hands of Friends

Chorus

Josephine, Josephine
She has drunk from the pure fountain
And become the Hippies’ Queen
She shares her love and shines

her light
She has heard the Clarion Call
Laughing child and mother and

grandmother of us all.

Revered In far off places
For the wisdom of the Crone
A famous Quaker elder
A warrior of the road
Inabeatup Chevy Vega
Her wise words set things right
“I was born to boogie
But I still mind the light”
Back here on the old homestead
She played by different rules
And was simply know as JoJo
By the children and the fools

Chorus

Death was not a stranger
To Josephine it’s true
Her own sons had been taken
Then Burt, and Martha Lou
Though she herself had a heart-attack
Death could not lay her
She continued to speak her mind
And became only more-so
The sunshine of her love burned on
When she was pushing ninety
“ltTs certainly been a long, slow death”
Josephine quipped dryly.

Chorus

“I was born to boogie, but / still mind the light”

Sung at the memorial for Josephine Coats. November 19, 2000, held at the Gila Farm on Box Canyon Road, near Cliff.
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Re1wood Forest Quaker Meeting
Memorial Minute

Bob Schutz

Robert Rudolph Schutz died at 85, May 4, 2001, at home in Santa Rosa, California, of metastatic
colon cancer. He was born in Bixby, Minnesota, a town of fewer than 100, on July 22, 1915, the
elder son of a schoolteacher and a small-town banker. His education, post high school, yielded
degrees in horticulture, plant genetics, meteorology, and a doctorate in economics. Horticulture
was his first love and provided him much pleasure throughout his life. He viewed life in a
scientific way until after serving in WWII when he began to see the problems of the world as
social rather than scientific. While pursuing his doctorate degree, he met and married Marie
Hayes, and together they had four children. He had grown up in a Presbyterian household and she
in a Catholic household. Their disenchantment with organized religion and ritual and their desire
for a better world brought them to Quakers early in their married life.

Throughout Bob’s multifaceted life, his education supported his concern for the state of
the world. As a social theorist who had a way with words, he used his gift as one of the founders
of Pacifica Foundation and KPFA, the first listened supported radio station in the nation. His
advanced degree in economics caused him to see poverty as the source of many of the world’s
problems. Years of thought and research went into what finally became his book, The $3 0.000
Dollar solution. A Guaranteed Income for Every American

Over time, his interest in social issues and hard science merged into concern for
environmental issues. He was one of the founders of Friends committee on Unity with Nature and
for a number of years the editor of Earthlight, the magazine of spiritual ecology. His efforts were
central in mobilizing Friends toward caring for the earth. Bob’s Quaker service was felt in many
places. He served as editor of Friends Bulletin for four years, the years some refer to as the glory
years of the Bulletin. He served as clerk of Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Social Order committee, and
was instrumental in the Social Order Series pamphlets. He was a consummate clerk. Bob, along
with others, held a vision for a Quaker Retirement Center, and he served on the board of Friends
Association for Services to the Elderly. A great gift to his contribution here was creative financing
in the early years, without which Friends House probably would not have come to fruition.
Getting wonderful projects off the ground was one of Bob’s gifts, and he used it many times. He
was one of the founders of Monan’s Rill, an experiment in rural community living, still thriving
almost 30 years later. He had a style that some found difficult and others found dynamic. His
presentation worked to his disadvantage in-some causes, but there is no doubt that the mark he
left on the world has been felt by many.



He was a man of numerous careers. Among others, he was a banker, an inventor, a

university instructor, a radio commentator, an editor of scientific publications, the executive

director of a performing arts foundation, and a lobbyist. Each was a manifestation of his desire to

bring peace and justice to the world.

He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Marie Schutz; his four children: David Schutz of

Arlington, VA; Margaret Sorrel of Seattle, WA; Roberta Schutz of Phoenixville, PA; and Karla

Hendon of Albany, CA, and their partners; and six grandchildren.

Kathy Littman, Recorder

Redwood Forest Quaker Meeting

Santa Rosa, California

I hove included this minute because it was sentfor the Friends in Inrermountain Yearly Meeting who knew Bob Schutz

both when their meetings were part ofFacUic Yearly Meeting, and when he was editor ofFriends Bulletin. tsc
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Inermountnn 1eLrIy Meeting

Items Requesting Action of the Yearly Meeting

1) For the Nominating Committee: Appointment of Charlene Weir (Salt Lake MM) as clerk to
the Finance Committee.

2) For the Committee on Faith & Practice: Appointment of Claire 0. Leonard (Salt Lake MM)
to a second term of three years as clerk to the Committee to Develop a Faith & Practice.

3) For the Committee on Faith & Practice: Adopt the chapter for our Faith & Practice on
Marriage and Other Committed Relationships.

4) For Bill Durland, the past representative to the Friends Peace Teams Project Coordinating
Council, & Genie Durland (Both Albuquerque MIVI/Lamb’s Community WG): receive a request
for support by the Yearly Meeting. From Albuquerque Monthly Meeting: Reóeive a minute in
support of Bill Durland’s request. Refer to the Committee on Sufferings for appropriate action.

Expected items;
5) For the Nominating Committee: Appoint officers, committee clerks and representatives for
three year overlapping terms beginning at the rise of the June 2001 annual sessions.

6) For the Finance Committee: Adopt the budget for 2002.

7) For the Continuing Committee: Approve the site and possible dates for the annual sessions for
the next three years, 2002, 2003 and 2004.

Possible items:
8) A minute from the session in consideration of the Speaker’s message and reports received.

9) In view of the illness of Mary Lou Coppock (Tempe MM), representative to the Board of the
Corporation of FRIENDS BULLETIN, representative to the Brinton Memorial Committee of
Pacific Yearly Meeting, member of the Committee to Develop a Faith & Practice and member of
the Committee to Revise the GUIDE: a message from the Yearly Meeting in session.

10) Matters arising while at Fort Lewis College should be brought to the attention of the Yearly
Meeting clerk, Ted Church, and to the clerk for Continuing Committee, Ray Maseman, for
preparation for these annual sessions. for the Continuing Committee, for distribution to the
monthly meetings for consideration, and other alternatives.

11) What else?
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Continuing Committee
16-18 February 2001, Albuquerque Meeting House

Actions of the Committee:
Note: Only the actions are listed here. The full minutes have been furnished all meetings
through their representatives to Continuing Committee. Items seeking approval of the Yearly
Meeting have the word ‘approval’ in bold type.

1) We approve the theme of the annual meeting as “Our Tender, Broken Meeting”

2) We approve the appointment of Robert Griswold (Mountain View) as the third member of
the Board of the Corporation of FRIENDS BULLETIN.

3) We forward to the Yearly Meeting the report of the Executive Committee that the clerk,
Ted Church, and the treasurer, Richard Wilshusen, signed the endorsement requested by the
Friends Extension Corporation, an agency of Friends United Meeting, Richmond, Indiana, for a
meeting house loan to Las Cruces Monthly Meeting.

4) We approve changing the requirement for quarterly reports from the Committee on
Migrant and Border Concerns to be a single report to the Yearly Meeting, drafted in February for
the Continuing Committee, then finalized in April and made available for the documents-in-
advance.

5) We decide to make one set of the Epistles, received from other Yearly Meetings, available
in a loose leaf binder in the loune area of the CUB at Fort Lewis College.

6) We ask Friends to hold onto their documents-in-advance after the annual sessions,
particularly for the actions to be considered by their monthly Meeting.

7) We refer to the Finance Committee the Treasurer’s research on the incorporation of the
Yearly Meeting. We expect this matter to be described further for the consideration of our
monthly meetings.

8) We forward to Intermountain Yearly Meeting for its approval the nomination of Charlene
Weir (Salt Lake Mlvi) as clerk to the Finance Committee, June 2001 to June 2003.

9) We receive the report that Nancy Marshall (Phoenix Mlvi) replaces Ross Worley
(Durnago MM) as clerk for the IM YM/AFSC Joint Service Projects Oversight Committee.

10) Continuin& Committee approves the proposal made by Bill Byrnes (Mountain View MM),
Corresponding Secretary to the Committee on Faith Practice, and forwarded by the Committee on
Faith & Practice, to create and maintain a current data-base of appointed and contact persons in
the Yearly Meeting, with expenses to be covered by the General Administrative budget.



11) Continuing Committee forwards to the Yearly Meeting, for its approval, the
recommendation of the Committee on Faith & Practice that its clerk, Claire Leonard, be
reappointed for another term of three years.

12) Continuing Committee approves the recommendation from the Committee oN Faith &
Practice that the “final revision” of the chapter on Marriage and Other Committed Reationshzs
be submitted to the monthly meetings for their consideration and review. Depending on the
comments received by the Committee on Faith & Practice, it is expected that this chapter will be
submitted for the approval of the Yearly Meeting in June 2001. Continuing Committee members
were charged to remind their meetings.

13) Continuing Committee approves the nominations received from the Nominating
Committee of Cheryl Chemmerson and Phyllis Lea (both Durango MM) as Book Sales
Coordinators.

14) Continuing Committee approves the change in name from Junior Yearly Meeting to
Children’s Yearly Meeting to help reduce the confusion with the Junior Young Friends group.

15) Representatives to Continuing Committee are asked to take to their meetings the thought
that, as adults, it is our responsibility to continue to sign up for helping the Children’s Program,
especially to relieve others in the afternoon.

16) We approve sending two sets of the record of the annual meeting to each meeting, a set to
each officer (including clerks of committees) of the Yearly Meeting, and set a fee of $3.00 per set
for those persons ordering the minutes. An attempt will made to avoid sending copies of the
documents-in-advance to those to whom a copy was sent prior to the annual sessions.

17) We form a committee of clearness (Ghost Ranch Clearness Committee) to make a “faith
based spiritual decison after the committee has gathered the facts” on whether to hold the annual
sessions in 2002, or later,.for a three year period, at Ghost Ranch Serving are Cynthia Taylor
(Ogden WG)-clerk, Ted Church (Albuquerque MM), A Senior Young Friend, Jonathan Taylor
(Fort Collins MM), Doris Tyldsley (Tempe MM), someone from Boulder Mlvi and Peter
Lundman (Albuquerque)-Registrar.

18) Continuing Committee decides that there will be no fund raising during Creativity Night
during the annual sessions.
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Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns [CMBCJ
End of Year Draft Report for July-May, 2000-200 1

Discerning a Compassionate Response: This was the theme of the BorderLinks/IMYM border
visits in September and February. About 20 Friends made these trips, learning about migrant and
border issues and interacting with Mexicanos and US residents and officials. It is the convenor’s
hope and faith that our gathering at Durango and our next year’s Migrant and Border Concerns
work [as individuals, as members of the CMBC and as members of other organizations and
communities] will bring us closer to discernment of what our compassionate and effective
responses can and should be.

There are many hopeful events and trends, within the context of a Border policy and reality that
on a daily basis cause suffering and death among our migrant brothers and sisters. We as Friends
in the Border area are called upon to make the most of our individual and collective efforts to
make a difference in these lives, and by doing that to make a difference in our own.

CMBC has been active individually this year, and moved toward consensus on some issues. It is
clear that MBC interest and involvement are high in many places in IMYM, and that Friends are
identifying and “working” a number of priorities of mutual concern. I look forward to our
meetings at IMYM. Si, se puede.

Tom Kowal, Ad Hoc Convenor,
IMYM Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns

May 19, 2001

This report is organized as follows:
1. Short summary of Monthly Meeting and individual Friends’ activities that the 1MYM

CMBC convenor/reporter is aware of since June 2000.
2. CMBC/IMYM communications and agenda for IMYM
3. Summary of communications among IMYM Friends regarding MBC activities, with

references to the fuller reports given to Continuing Committee at mid-year, including
attachments used by CMBC and Continuing Committee.

1. MBC Activities
* Juan Pascoe, released by IMYM to pursue ministry regarding Migrant and Border Concerns,

has made several trips to Mexico and in the border area. He has met with Mexican
government/Fox transitional officials, US Representative Kolby’s staff Pima and New Mexico
Regional Meeting members, and with others to work on migrant worker and economic
development issues. Several of his reports and proposals are available by e-mail from Tom
Kowal [tomandannette@home.com], and will be updated by Juan at IMYM.

* David Perkins/other Friends have joined with Pima Monthly Meeting efforts to assist Juan
Pascoe in finding clearness and articulating a communication of “Quaker” perspectives. Unity
is elusive, but Juan receives ongoing support from Pima and others. Fund raising in support of
Juan’s activities went on at IMYM and at Pima.



* Larry Lehman-Miller, Danielle Short and others in the Denver AFSC office are actively
engaged with migrants and Mexican-Central American issues. The National Coalition for
Dignity and Amnesty for Undocumented Immigrants’ proposal for amnesty and a work
program was forwarded to CMBC by AFSC Denver. Quaker participation on a Witness for
Peace trip to Chiapas was organized. See detail in the Attachments. Tom Kowal has made
direct connection with A.FSC Philadelphia, and has invited AFSC central staff to IMYM.

* Kitty Ufford-Chase and Cecile Lumer have been keeping us connected to activities along the
Arizona border, involving groups like the Sierra Club, Humane Borders, local city and county
activists, and the like. Issues include border fences and cleared zones in ecologically and
culturally sensitive areas, large INS holding facilities and privatized federal prisons for
migrants, and efforts to work in coordination with ranchers [and to some extent, even the BP]
to provide for water and other human needs for migrants driven into inhospitable areas where
they face death by exposure or dehydration.

* The second BorderLinks/IMYM border education and visitation group assembled in Tucson
on February 1 for a 4-day trip to Nogales [including Casa Miseracordia] and other sites.
About 8 Quakers made the first trip [in September], and another 11 [plus a Presbyterian or
two] made the second. MVFM members, among others, have participated in each trip.

* Fortuitously, these agendas have become high priorities for both President Vicente Fox of
Mexico and for some US Congress people, as well as for US labor, religious and other
progressive groups, in this time frame. Media attention has also been increasing, especially to
the issue of the integral part that workers migrating over the US-Mexico bordr play in the
US economy. Coverage of the hardships and deaths, and US expenses and border area
problems associated with the US policies, has also been increasingly accurate and visible.

* Monthly Meetings have conducted a variety of activities related to MBCs. Some are
listed below; other Monthly Meetings are invited to share their activities by e-mail to
tomandannette(1iomecom, and/or at IMYM CMBC meetings.

* The MVFM Rice & Beans group has been meeting more or less monthly.
* Lynn “Pepper” Goodrich, MVFM member released for her witness and work in

Guatemala, has enriched our meeting with her written reports and visits with us. Her
ministry and the financial support for it provided through MVFM [and other Colorado
meetings including Boulder and Colorado Springs] have been the focus of significant
openings and deepenings for our meeting.

* R&B and other MVFM members attempted without success to have FCNL add Migrant
and Border Concerns to its 2- year priorities. The FCNL Agenda proposals are included in
the Attachments.

* Francie Marbury has been Teaching at the Friends’ School in Costa Rica. Francie has
shared her rich experiences in eco-spiritual e-mail journals.

* Pima Meeting’s activities in support of Juan Pascoe’s ministry’ is noted above.

2. MBC Communications and Agenda for IMYM:
* We were not successful in compiling a list [e-mail preferred] of Monthly Meetings’

contacts for MEC; there were a number of problems encountered in getting that done
[primarily the convenor’s lack of time and diligence]. I am committing to getting that done
at IMYM, so that we can build and use our communications network more effectively
next year.



* Financing of MBC activities, including especially Juan Pascoe’s travels, can be addressed

again at IMYM.
* IMYM MEG interest groups are planned more at Continuing Committee.

3. CMBC/IMYM communications and agenda for IMYM
* Communications:

* Juan Pascoe’s [and other Friends’] letters and proposals [Including Juan’s
“Strengthening the Ties that Bind”]

* CMBC’s Friendly Dialogues
* The National Coalition for Dignity and Amnesty for Undocumented Immigrants’

Permanent Residency/Amnesty proposal forwarded by Danielle Short [Denver AFSC]
* Tom Kowal’s BorderLinks/IMY1vI “Discerning a Compassionate Response” report
* Local Meetings’ activities
* Communications regarding CMBC activities and funding
Agenda
* Thursday 2:30 -- CMBC Interest Group — please attend this session if you can; we’ll

catch up on each others’ activities, and plan for:
0 our report to Business Meeting
0 the SYF discussion
0 any other activities [Creativity Night? Children’s Meeting?]
0 further small/full group meetings of MBC [Consensus building/mutual

support?]
o communicationlcoordination methods
o Discernment of a compassionate response

* Friday 9:50 -- Report to Business Meeting
* Friday 3:35-5:00 — SYF MBC Discussion Group
* Any interest in a MBC Worship Sharing Group at IMYM? I did ask for a group like

that, but somehow it’s not on the registration materials. In my mind, this would not be
a discussion group but a traditional WSG, composed of Friends interested in the MEG
issues. If you’d be interested in forming up a MBC-based WSG, let me know by e-mail
or at registration time at FLC.

Paz y Fraternidad --Tom
tomandannette(home. corn
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The Committee to Develop a Faith and Practice

The Committee to Develop a Faith and Practice has met twice since the last Annual Gathering of IMYM, at
Fort Collins, CO and Tucson, AZ. Representatives from 8 monthly meetings have attended. The following
meetings do not have representation: Logan, Colorado Springs, Durango, Flagstaff Santa Fe, Las Cruces, El
Paso, and Gila. The Committee would like to hold our meetings in conjunction with regional meeting
gatherings in order to make attendance easier as well as to increase representation. Committee meetings have
been expanded to three days to allow more time for writing and compiling.

During the year the Committee has worked in the following areas:
1) Marriage and Other Committed Relationships
2) Friends’ Beliefs
3) The GUIDE and inclusion of relevant sections in our Faith and Practice
4) Quotations
5) History
6) Membership
7) The Monthly Meeting

The Marriage and Other Committed Relationships chapter was completed at the January meeting of the
Committee after considering comments from a number of Meetings and individual Friends. No changes in
content were made, but there were extensive stylistic and editorial changes. It is the Committee’s hope that
the chapter will be accepted by IMYM in June.

The chapter on Friends’ Beliefs has been edited to reflect a more positive tone. The chapter on History is in
its fourth iteration. A request for information from each Monthly Meeting was distributed at Continuing
Committee to try to document each individual history as accurately as
possible. Friends are requested to be sure that their meeting has responded or to bring the questionnaire to
Yearly Meeting.

The Faith and Practice Committee of Boulder Monthly Meeting has been working on the chapter on
Membership. There are several issues for which consensus among constituent meetings is needed. Please be
sure that your Monthly Meeting practices have been sent to Claire Leonard or Robin Powelson. The current
chapter is based on the one from the new F&P of Pacific Yearly Meeting, as that seemed to reflect our ideas
better than the one from North Pacific Yearly Meeting.

We have also examined the GUIDE and the Yearly Meeting chapter from NPYM F&P. The Committee is
working on a document to include the sections on Basis of Affiliation, Basis of Friends Support of Yearly
Meeting and Concerns to Come before the Yearly Meeting.

The chapter on the Monthly Meeting is in draft form and will be on the agenda in June. Friends are asked to
submit quotations from members of Intermountain YM for consideration for inclusion in our FAITH AND
PRACTICE. This is important for creating a book which reflects our unique character as a yearly meeting.

The following items for the Yearly Meeting’s action are submitted;

Acceptance of the chapter on Marriage and Other Committed Relationships.

Reappointment of Claire Leonard as Clerk of the Committee for another 3 year
term.

Sincerely.

Claire 0. Leonard, Clerk
a:\f&prptOl.wpd
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Friends World Committee for Consultation
Representatives: Nancy Dolphin, Bill Byrnes, Cindy Yurth, LaDonna Wallen

At the March 2002 FWCC Section of the Americas gathering, business sessions focused on

restructuring the work of the Section to emphasize the volunteer nature of the organization. A

Youth Committee was added to increase interaction between younger members of different

Yearly Meetings. The IMYM-AFSC Joint Service Project was cited as an example of such cross

pollination.’
The 2000 IMYM “Minute to Find Solutions on the Problems of Migrant Workers on Both

Sides of the US Mexican Border” was shared with the group. All representatives received a copy

in English or Spanish to take back to their Yearly Meeting. They were requested to be mindful of

those in their midst who may have made a dangerous border crossing, to contact their national

legislators about border conditions and to remain alert for upcoming legislation on changes in
legal entry status.

Good news was shared with the representatives. Large bequests and increases in monthly

meeting donations have improved the financial situation. Thus, the halftime position of Western
field staff was restored. IMYM Friends who would be interested in traveling among all the
Friends meetings and churches in the Western US should watch for the job announcement.

The theme for the meeting was “Dwelling Together in Harmony.” We met in Greensboro

NC where Friends of various traditions have met and worked together over the years. Guilford

College is also located there. Area Friends presented a program on the long history of Quakers in
North Carolina. Annie Oakley, Edward R. Morrow, Abraham Lincoln and Richard Nixon are all
connected to Quakers in the area. Local Friends also demonstrated how each Meeting answers all
the Queries from their Faith and Practice at Yearly Meeting.

As your representatives met with other Friends from the California yearly meetings, we
shared examples of interactions between groups of Friends from the three traditions. The group
agreed that the first goal for our Western field staff should be to plan a region wide gathering.

Friends in South and Central America continue to have cooperative seminars on Quaker

theology. We were pleased to have their representatives amongst us.
The theme for the March 2002 Section meeting will be “The Meaning of the Peace

Testimony for Quakers Today.” The FWCC representatives will lead an interest group at 2001
IMYM on the topic. Each Meeting is asked to consider the topic and queries. A copy is included
in the Documents in Advance.

Eden Grace of New England Yearly Meeting was our keynote speaker. She has shared
Quaker ways on a wide basis in her positions on both the US and World Council of Churches
executive committees. She used examples from that work in her thoughtful address, “On the Way

to Harmony: The Spiritual Disciplines of a Christian Reconciling Ministry.” She included the
following Queries:

Are you careji,! to 3peakfron? your own experience, not overstating or outrunning our guide?

Are you prepared to give an account of the faith that you have? Are you confident in jour
wi/ness, knowing that God empowers you through yourfaith/li/ness? Do you kno’i’ ii’ha/ gfi.r

God has entrusted to you, and are you trustworthy in offering them? Are you care,ñi/ iith words,
looking ali aysfor hou the Holy Spirit might he speaking through human language?

Do you listen with ci charitable attitude aiidpresunvtion o/goodwill? Do you expect the best

from others, listening to the experience behind the words? Do von seek resonance rather than



conflict when encountering difference? Do you allow disorienting unfamiliarity to become an
invitation to new understanding? Do you cooperate with your brothers and sisters in all matters
except those in which deep differences of conviction conzpel you to act separately? Do you
engage constructively with such points of difference? Do you seek to share in worship, witness
and service with all Christians, stretching the limits ofwhat it is possible to do together? Are you
attentive to the unfoldingprocess of reconciliation, and not simplyfocused onfinal outcome?

Are you patient with the slow pace of change, knowing that God ‘s purposes are not always
served by our hurried expectations? Are you impatientfor the truth, never complacent with
injustice or unfaithfulness? Are you consistent in building relationships of trust over time, under
girding the work you do together with a sense of love for each other? Do you listen for the
movement of God in the lives of the individuals you encounter? Within relationships of trust, can
you question and be questioned? Are you prepared to live with a measure of ambig-uity, trusting
that as you live up to the truth you have recel ied. more Hill be grantedyou?

Do you lookfor the unity that comesfrom abiding together in Christ, and know that because
Lord Jesus Christ is One, what unites us is stronger than what divides us? Do you seek to know
each other in that which is eternal? Do you uphold the diversity ofspiritual expression as a
creative manifestation of the triune God? Do you give proper weight to those things that divide
us, neither underestimating the depth of their hold on us, nor elevating them to absolutes?

Do you remember not to under estimate the difficulty of this balancing act? Do you set aside
timefor seif—examination? Are you careful that our witness does not come at another’s expense?
Do you take care that your boldness offaith does not place a stumbling block in the way of
another?

A few words about the Triennial of last summer in New Hampshire: As always it was a time for
spiritual and information sharing. Canadians and Australians are also hard at work on original
settlers issues. Issues of economic development, civil war, small arms trade and conscientious
objection were heavy upon us. All Friends groups in Africa plan to work together through the
Africa Section office to make known needs, distribute funds and coordinate supervision at the
request of the Africans who need a central clearing place.

A big thank you from all four of your representatives for the spiritual and financial support
that allows us to continue to engage in the work of FWCC!

Please don’t forget to collect undamaged commemorative, foreign and other unusual
stamps. Cut the envelopes close to the stamps and mail to: Quaker Missions Project, do
Mattapoisett Friends Meeting, P0 Box 795, Mattapoisett MA 02739. The Project sells them
to collectors and donates the money to Friends programs such as FWCC, QUNO and
RSWR.

MESSAGE TO MONTHLY AND REGIONAL MEETINGS

All Friends are asked by Friends World Committee on Consultation to seek ways to
promote discussion of the theme for the l’’1arch 2002 FWCC Annual Meeting, “The
Meaning of the Peace Testimony for Quakers Today.” Please send your responses to
Nancy Dolphin, FWCC representative coordinator, 402 Hillcrest Dr., Durango CO 81301
or <nandolfrontier.net>. Perhaps the following thoughts can be a beginning point for
discussion.



FRIENDS PEACE TESTIMONY

The historic Friends peace testimony is an opposition to war and to preparing for war. For
most Friends this testimony also includes opposition to service in the armed forces, and for some,
to registration for possible military service. In more recent times, to this basic testimony we also
added a call for ending the arms race, and concerted effort of educate the public about the unique
and terrible dangers of nuclear war.

At the present time, provisions for mandatory military service are widespread throughout
the Americas, although such provisions are unevenly applied. Though the horror of living on the
brink of nuclear war has receded dramatically, the danger of nuclear weapons is still very real.
Even though no word war engages the nations of the Americas at the present time, numerous
armed conflicts and the threat of such conflicts continue both within the Americas and (often with
U.S. involvement) in other parts of the world. Friends’ commitment to peace continues to be
challenged by ethnic cleansing, genocide, and U.N. sponsored “peacekeeping” missions as well as
by the chilling incidence of hate crimes, domestic violence and other, more hidden, forms of
abuse. How may Friends in today’s world live more fully “in virtue of that life and power that
takes away the occasion for war?” What is the meaning of the peace testimony for Friends today?
What, if anything, sets the testimonies of historic peace churches apart from the rest of society?
The World Council of Churches has declared 2001-2010 the “Decade of Overcome Violence.”
The United Nations teas named the same period as a “Decade for a Culture of Peace and
Nonviolence for the Children of the World.” What is the Religious Society of Friends doing? In
the words of George Fox, “What canst thou say?” As William Penn reminded us, “Let us see what
love can do.”

Keeping in mind the changing character of war and violence in our time, we invite
members of the Meetings to consider the following queries:

1. What is our understanding of the meaning of Friends’ peace testimony in today’s world?
2. In what ways do we ourselves participate, knowingly or unknowingly, in the

perpetuation of violence and war?
3. What activities do we carry out in the name of peace or nonviolence?
4. How may we contribute constructively to peace initiatives by other groups, such as the

U.N. Decade for Peace and the World Council of Churches Decade to Overcome
Violence? Further information on these two programs can be obtained from
<http :I/www. afsc. orglquno/quno .ny.htm> and <http ://www.wcc-coc. org>.
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Report of the IMYM Representative to

Friends Peace Teams Project Coordinating Council
BILL DURLAND

May 15, 2001

Summary: Narrative of participation of representative on Project and announcements
I was appointed representative to the FPTP at the June, 2000 annual gathering of IMYM

where a vacancy existed for some time. I was preceded by Eric Wright of Mountain View MM
and Diana Hirschi of Salt Lake City MM.

Members of the Council include Jim Glading (New England YM and Co-Clerk), Cecelia
Yocum (South Eastern YM), Susan Rose (Publisher of PTN), Val Liveoak (Co-Clerk), George
Willoughby (Philadelphia YM), Rosa Packard (New York YM), Dave Zarembka (Baltimore YM
and African Great Lakes Initiative (AGLI) Coordinator), Mary Arnett (Philadelphia YM), and
John Stoner of the Mennonite Central Committee.

Several projects were administered by the Council in 2000 and 2001. A new brochure was
formulated by Susan Rose and others. Dave Zarembka clerked organizational peace work in
Kenya and Rwanda. Two Quakers were killed near Kamenge and dozens of others. No one was
evacuated. Val Liveoak is the staff director and in March reported on the council’s Colombia
Project.

Most meetings of the council take place by long distance phone conferences of about I
and 1/2 hours every two months. The winter meeting was held in Florida where committee
members gathered. Your representative was unable to attend due to other commitments
(including a week-end workshop for Pima MJvI scheduled at the same time). The next such
meeting will take place in Milwaukee on October 11-12.

Julia Pantaga is arranging to make available a file on “The Justice that Heals” to Friends
meetings and churches. This reprint is taken from minutes of the council meetings by its
Recording Clerk, Rachel Houston, and e-mail reports from its Director, Val Liveoak. A Peace
Teams Newsletter is also available.

In addition, a personal note should be added. The council is composed of long-time
members, mostly in the east. There is no orientation and inclusion of new representatives is
handled by “hellos” over the phone. Conversations leading to decision making are accomplished
by simply talking on the phone. New representatives, at least in my case, may feel unattached for a
while. I received no assignments or tasks or appointment to committees while serving as
representative. In regard to my participation. I missed two phone hook-ups besides the winter
meeting, and my integration on the council was unsuccessful. I felt, for these reasons. I have
known and worked with several of the other representatives on other committees and projects as
long ago as 1980 so that was not the problem. Conference calls, as a major means of”personal”



communication are difficult at best and when coupled with the virtual realities of modern
technology (i.e., Fax, e-mail, etc.) give an artificial complexion to projects conducted primarily on
a bureaucratic rather than an activist basis. Some members have been in their positions for six
years and there is an atmosphere of”ownership” among them, that they perhaps subconsciously
create, in my opinion.

In regard to what the project offers IMYM, the Director wrote Ted Church as follows, “What we
offer to YMs: In addition to making opportunities for new fields of volunteer service open to
Friends, we offer resources and training ideas for our project, “Every Friends Meeting and Church
a Center of Peacemaking.” This may mean forming local peace teams, beginning work in
mediation, the Alternatives to Violence Project, supporting a peace team volunteer who works
outside the community, or other peacemaking projects.

In that regard, after prayer and soul-searching, Genie and I have volunteered and been
accepted for a more hands-on project with the Christian Peacemaker Teams this summer in the
West Bank. We will be part of a Peace Teams Delegation focused in the Palestinian city of
Hebron, meeting with human rights workers on both sides of the conflict and participating in
street patrols and non-violent witnesses followed by an intensive educational speaking and
publishing campaign upon returning home. We look forward to that witness and hope for support
from the Yearly Meeting.

I contacted Nancy Taylor, Clerk of Nominating Committee by voice mail and e-mail to let
her know I wish to resign as FPTP representative and suggested some thoughts on my
replacement on this council. I have not received a reply from her to my messages but hope that a
good replacement is found by the date of this report.

A new member should be familiar with the initiated jargon that is mentioned in the
telephone conversations: AVP - Alternatives to Violence Project, AGLI - African Great Lakes
Initiative, BTHRC - Burundi Trauma and Healing Reconciliation Center, FPTP - Friends Peace
Teams Project’ and others.

In peace,

s. Bill
Bill Durland
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INTE1OLTNTAIN YEARLY MEETING
June 13-17, 2001, Fort Lewis College, Durango, Colorado

“A TENDER, BROKEN MEETING”

Learning to be tender to one another and to the Spirit is not always an easy process. Early
Friends spoke often of being broken” in worship, meaning that the self-will and self-deception
were broken down by the work of the Light as they sat in the silence. As a result, their hearts
were made tender towards God and one another. This ‘brokeness” was an essential step in healing
and growth. Thus, a ‘tender, broken meeting” was a highly valued meeting where those present
came to know the work of the Spirit among them.

The language we use can tell us much about our faith and about how we view our meeting
community. Our tradition offers us a rich language of the inward life and the integrity of heart,
mind, body and soul. The more we are grounded in the Spirit, the more we might listen to one
another with the inward ear and see with the inward eye.

To speak of the work of the Spirit in our own lives is often only possible when we know those
around us will be tender. To listen well, often requires an internal breaking down of assumptions
about what words mean and setting aside one’s own emotional reactions. Marge Abbott will
explore some of the varieties of language among Friends, present and past and how we might be
more present to one another despite our different languages.

Margery Post Abbott is a Released Friend, writing and traveling in the ministry among Friends,
under the care of Multnomah Monthly Meeting in Portland, Oregon. In 1995 she visited many
Friends in Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming as the Brinton Visitor to
Intermountain Yearly Meeting. Some of what she shared with Friends has been published as the
pamphlet “Mysticism Among Friends” (Woodbrooke, 1998).

Abbott has also served as presiding clerk of North Pacific Yearly Meeting and was co-clerk of the
first Pacific Northwest Quaker Women’s Theology Conference in 1995. She was
Friend-in-Residence at Woodbrooke Friends Centre in Birmingham, England, summer term 1999,
teaching a course: “Modern Mystics and Hidden Christians: liberal Friends in the 20th century.”
She has also led workshops at Pendle Hill, Ben Lomond and FGC.

Her book A Certain Kind of Perfection (Pendle Hill, 1997) and a pamphlet “An Experiment in
Faith” grow out of her concern for relationships among the varied branches of Friends. An essay
“The Belly of the Whale,” some meditations on Jonah, will appear this spring in God the Trickster
(Quaker Home Service, 2001). She is currently completing a book manuscript on liberal Friends
and is co-editing The Historical Dictionary of Quakerism (Scarecrow Press, 2002).
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Inlermounam Yearly Meefing

The Plenary Sessions - June 2001

Meetings for worship in the consideration of business

Wednesday
6:30 PM Singing. Welcome, especially for first timers. Claire Leonard facilitating
7:00 Welcome: Introductions and State of Society Reports - a summary..
8:00 Meeting for worship

Thursday
9:50 AM Our Tender, Broken Meetings byMargeryFostAbboti will speak out of

the silence after being introduced.
11:00 Business A: Adoption of the agenda. Continuing Committee, Nominating

Committee, Finance Committee, and Treasurers reports.

3:45 PM Business B: Reports from our representatives to Quaker organizations to which
to 5:15 we appoint representatives: FWCC, FCNL, AFSC, Friends Peace Teams, Brinton

Visitor Committee (Pac Ylvi), FRIENDS BULLETIN Corporation.

Friday
9:50 AM Business C: Reports from our internal committees: Committee on Border &

Migrant Concerns, Committee to Develop a Faith & Practice.
The count of those present and other matters: Registrar, Coordinator of
Operations and the Historian-Archivist.

10:45 Meeting for worship reflecting on replies to the Continuing Committee’s report,
the Speaker’s message, and from the reports presented in prior sessions.
(Note: Exceptfor the speaker s message, some of the full-length reports are
in the documents-in-advance.)

Saturday
9:50 AM Meeting for worship in contemplation of the life of Josephine Coals and others.

10:30 Business D: Matters needing consideration of actions and approvals:
Appointments, from Committee on Faith & Practice committees, the budget,
Ministry & Counsel, Continuing Committee’s recommendations, others (?), and the
draft Epistle.

Sunday
9:30 AM Business E: Earlier activities flowing over from yesterday.

Reports and/or Epistles: Children’s Yearly Meeting (Note: Change in title), Junior
Young Friends, Senior Young Friends, the Watching Committee.

10:30 BREAK
11:00 Concluding Meeting for worship.

Note: The details in this schedule mai’ change, hoi’ever, the time a/lotted to sc’ssions isfirni.

a:ptenar.wpd
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Intermountain YM committees and offices
Invited to submit reports by 20 May

Committee to Develop a Faith and Practice Claire 0. Leonard (Salt Lake)
Committee for Oversight of

IMYM/AFSC Joint Service Projects Nancy Marshall (Phoenix)
Committee on Religious Education Nancy Brown (Boulder)
Committee on Sufferings Peli Lee (Santa Fe)
Committee on American Friends Service Committee Cynthia Taylor (Salt Lake/Ogden)
Committee on Friends Committee on National Legislation (1 of 6)(Helen Corneli (Santa Fe)?)
Committee on Friends World Committee for Consultation Nancy Dolphin (Durango)
Representative to Friends Peace Teams Project Board Dill Durlad (Albuquerque/Lambs Cu1t3)
Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns Tom Kowal (Mountain View)
Members of the Corporation Board for Friends Bulletin (Mary Lou Coppock (Teiup))

Phyllis Hoge (Albuquerque) & Robert Griswold (Mt View)
Coordinator for the Brinton Memorial Visitor Prog. Mary Lou Coppock (Tempe)
Committee to Review the GUIDE Nancy Taylor (Mountain View)
Historian-Archivist Chuck Rostowski (Salt Lake)
Long Range Planning Committee Leslie Stephens (Mtn View)

Normally report during annual sessions and invited to provide reports by 20 May and during the
annual sessions

Continuing Committee Ray Maseman (Albuquerque)
Nominating Committee Nancy Taylor (Mountain View)
Finance Committee Charlene Weir (Salt Lake)
Treasurer Richard Wilshusen

Reporting is normally to the Continuing Committee in February and June
Committee on Ministry & Counsel Ross Worley (Durango), Dee Surprcant (Di.iraiio)
Committee to Select a Guest Resource Speaker Ted Church (Albuquerque)
Booksales Support Coordinators Cheryl Chemmerson (Durango) & Phyllis

Lea (Durango)
Convenor of Interest Groups Nancy Dolphin (Durango)
Convenor of Worship Sharing Groups Wyn Lewis (Santa Fe)
The Registrar Peter Lundman (Albuquerque)
The Coordinator of Operations Jane Robinson & Lober Welsh (Albuquerque/ClearLight)
Advocate for Persons with Different Abilities Linda Raczek (Durango)
Heberto Sein Memorial Coordinator (?)

Report near the end of the annual sessions. May arrange for action consideration during the annual
sessions.

The Senior Young Friends and their adult coordinators Andrew Banks (Boulder/Earlham-t)
Andrew Peterson( Mt.View)

Karl von Hoyningen-Huene (Santa Fe) & Liza Kretzman (Santa Fe)
The Junior Young Friends and their adult coordinator Siivi Lutter (Mountain View)
The Coordinator for the Children’s Meeting Penny Thron-Weber (Mountain View)
The Watching Committee Marian Hoge (Albuquerque)

Prepares a report of the annual sessions for the Quaker media.
The Annual Meeting Reporter Henry Sehers (Albuquerque)
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(The following is extracted from the 9 page repor1, beginning at the bottom ofpage 1 through half ofpage 5.)

Responding to Calls to Ministry
Working Procedures Approved by Central Philadelphia Monthly Meeting

June11, 1995

FOREWORD
(First part deleted)

Along the way we discovered that there were many resources available for how to conduct a clearness process to help an
individual discern whether she or he was called to a ministry. Therefore, these guidelines rely on the materials listed in the
bibliography to provide detailed guidance on clearness. However, we found few resources addressing how the meeting
could discern its role. This document was developed primarily to address that question.

We want to remind Friends who refer to this document that it is (1) written for the needs of a specific meeting and not all
of its provisions will meet the needs of other meetings, and (2) it is a work in process. Over the time since the guidelines
were approved we have come to recognize that some of the procedures are cumbersome and need to be streamlined and that
there are some loose ends that have not been addressed. Many requests have come to the meeting that don’t quite fit the
guidelines and require that we adapt the procedures. Nonetheless, on the whole we have found these guidelines useftil.

Our meeting has benefited greatly. The increased attention to calls to ministry has prompted members to be attentive to the
movement of the Spirit in their lives. We find that this is now an active process in the life of the meeting. We share it with
other meetings in hopes that it will contribute to discernment of the movements of the Spin in your lives as well.

February 1996

PART ONE: DISCERNMENT OF CALLS
A central facet of our religious lives is discernment of what we are called to do with our lives. Every meeting for

worship is an occasion for opening ourselves to the leading of the Spirit and seeking ways to follow the guidance that we
receive. As we deepen our spiritual lives we discover a path in the outward life to conform to our spiritual
journeys—perhaps we recognize the work we have been doing as our calling or we may find ourselves led to new and
different ways of living. Ideally the meeting nurtures this process by providing a setting in which to seek God’s guidance and
by holding us in the Light as we seek to live as we are led.

Occasionally, a person may seek a clearness committee from.the meeting to help her or him in making an important
life decision: to man-v or divorce, to bear a child, change jobs or career, return to school or leave school, to undertake a
witness or to carry out a concern. This may be done by consulting informally with a few trusted Friends, by contacting a
specific committee of the meeting (e.g., Overseers, Worship and Ministry, Peace & Social Concerns), or by asking the
meeting to appoint a clearness committee. The purpose of the committee is to the individual to clearly discern God’s voice.

In some few cases there is a need or desire on the part of the member to have formal recognition or support from the
meeting in pursuing a specific ministry or religious service. In these cases the meeting not only must assist the member in
achieving clearness about his or her leading, but also must enter into a process of discerning the meeting’s appropriate role.

Sometimes a project will be proposed by a meeting committee or other group as a “meeting project” rather than a
ministry of an individual. Before undertaking consideration of a proposal for a meeting project, care should be taken as to
whether the project might be more appropriately regarded as a ministry to which an individual or small group are called,
which should be tested in the regular process of discernment of a call to ministry.

The guidelines that follow call for a significant investment of time and care on the part of the meeting. In the best of
worlds, more and more members will hear and respond to a call to ministry and seek the meeting’s spiritual support. If that
were to happen, there would be a risk of overextending the meeting by forming so many clearness and oversight committees
that there is not energy left for the maintenance functions of the meeting. With more experience in overseeing ministries
according to the structure proposed here, we may later explore other models.

The Clearness Committee
The clearness committee is a major tool of the meeting ftr business in discerning the strength and validin of a leading

that has arisen out of the spiritual life. Using this procedure, the meeting for business can both test a leading and empower it
to he carried forward.

Clearness for the meeting to support a ministry is not simple agreement or consensus. It is not enough that a proposed
ministry be reasonable or a good idea. We must seek a sense of that deep, interior unity which is a simi that the members are
consciously gathered together in God. When this unity is found within the meeting, the ministry is camed out with the united
strength of the gathered meeting.



How to request a clearness committee
A person seeking the meeting’s support for a call to ministry should write a brief letter to the meeting, in care of the

clerk, requesting the appointment of a clearness conmiittee. It should spell out the nature of the call or concern, the degree of
clarity already reached, the length of time the activity is expected to last (with starting and ending dates if relevant), and the
nature of the desired support or involvement of the meeting, including any fmancial support that may be needed.

Appointment of a clearness committee
A clearness committee of three to five persons will be appointed by the meeting for business and will report back to

the meeting for business. Members of the clearness committee will be selected in the following manner:
1, The clerk of the meeting will forward a copy of the letter to the Committee on Worship and Ministry

asking that committee to a nominate a person to serve on the clearness committee.
2 The clerk will also refer the application to other committees of the meeting (e.g., Overseers, Peace

and Social Concerns Committee) when in the judgment of the clerk the proposed ministry relates to
the work of that committee. Each committee would be asked to nominate a person for the clearness
committee.

3. When there are fmancial matters to be considered Finance Advisory Committee will be asked to
nominate a member.

4, The clerk may nominate up to three additional persons, in consultation with the person seeking
clearness.

5. The nominations from the clerk and the various committees will be brought to the next meeting for
business for approval.

The process by which committees nominate members of clearness committees is up to the committee. The person
nominated need not be a member of the committee making the nomination, but should be a person who would be aware of
the concerns that committee might have in discerning the meeting’s relationship to the proposed ministry.

Persons nominated for a clearness committee should have demonstrated a gift of discernment and a willingness to
enter into the discipline of prayerfully seeking the leading of the Spirit.

Responsibilities of the clearness committee
The clearness committee will usually meet one to three times, or as needed to come to clarity. Service on a clearness

committee is a weighty responsibility; therefore, members of the clearness committee should prepare themselves by studying
the works of Friends and others on the process of clearness (see Bibliography, p. 10) and by reviewing any preparatory
material supplied by the person seeking clearness.

The clearness committee has two responsibilities: assisting the individual in seeking clearness and discerning the
meeting’s appropriate role. Below are suggestions of issues to reflect on in seeking clearness. Clearness, howeve, is not
found in the correct answers to a set ofquestions, but in the collective sense ofhaving discerned the leading of the Spirit.

Clearness of the individual
The clearness committee will initially undertake to assist the person seeking clearness prayerfully to clarify Gods call.

The following queries may be helpful in that process:
a. The nature of the call: What is its nature? How has the person come to feel that she or he is being called to

this service? How does this call fit into his or her personal and spiritual life?
b. Potential benefits of the proposed rninisr,y: What are the potential benefits to the person’s spiritual

development? What are the potential benefits to the lité of the meeting? What are the potential benefits to the
wider community?

c. Readiness to undertake the ,ninistrv: Is the person prepared to undertake this ministrv at this time: How does
it fit in to other obligations such as familx’. work, or community? Does the person have the skills and resources
to carry out this call? What steps might he taken to become better prepared for undertaking the ministry? What
are the risks and how will they he borne?

d. Financial readiness: How will the person support him- or herself while caning out this ministry? Is she or he
prepared to go fbnvard even if the level of funds available may require living on significantly reduced means?

e. Rightness ofseeking support: I s it appropriate to ask others to join in this ministry by providing practical or
financial support? (Sometimes there may he clearness that this is something the individual is called to bear
him- or herself) Should the ministn proceed even if others do not feel called to provide support? Is the person
prepared to engage prayerfully with others in the meeting without resentment and disruption of his or her
relationship to the meeting community’?

If the indi idual concludes that there is not a call to religious service or that this is not the right time to act Ofl the call.
the clearness committee would report this to the meeting fur business, and, its work ended, the clearness committee would



be laid down. Similarly, if there is clearness for the individual to proceed without seeking further support from the meeting,
the clearness committee would report this outcome and be laid down.

Discerning the meeting’s role
If the individual has become clear that she or he is called to a particular ministry and is seeking recognition or support

from the meeting, the clearness committee moves on to assist the meeting in discerning our role in relationship to this
ministry by preparing recommendations based on the following guidelines.

It is the meetings responsibility to discern whether and in what ways we are led to support a ministry. Faith and
Practice points out that concerns should be regarded as primarily matters of individual responsibility. It should not be taken
for granted that because an individual is called to a specflc ministry that other members, or the meeting corporately, are
necessarily called to involvement in that ministry.

The following queries may be helpful in discerning the course of action that is appropriate for the meeting:
a. Is it a concern with which the meeting can unite? Is it grounded in Friends beliefs and practices?
b. Would it be beneficial to the person undertaking the ministry or to the ministry itself for the meeting to play a

role? Would it benefit the life of the meeting to be involved with this ministry?
c. Is the proposed action well focused on the concern? Is the method of responding to the call one in which the

meeting has confidence? How would this ministry relate to others addressing this concern?
d. Are the costs in terms of time, energy, money. and other resources reasonable? Is there a well developed

budget for the ministry? Has care been taken to be thorough in predicting expenses and identi1iing sources of
funds? Is the person prepared to bear part or all of the costs of the ministry? Is she or he prepared to live on
reduced means while carrying out the ministry? Are the recipients of the service able to cover all or part of the
cost of the ministry?

e. Are there sources of spiritual, practical, and financial support outside the meeting? What would be the
meeting’s relationship with those sources? Are there other sources available for funding this ministry, e.g.,
Pemberton Fund, supporters of the activity outside Central Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, etc.? [As a general
rule, solicitations to these sources should be in the name of the individual with the meeting’s support rather
than in the name of the meeting. A solicitation to a specific source may be made in the meeting’s name at the
recommendation of the clearness or oversight committee and with approval of the meeting for business.
Solicitations in the name of the meeting should be signed by the clerk of the meeting.]

f. Considering the above sources, what level of funding from the meeting does the clearness committee think is
appropriate? Are the resources asked of the meeting available andlor is the concern sufficiently important to
the meeting for us to dig deep to find the resources? Is the level of available funding adequate to meet at least
the minimal needs of the ministry and the minister? If all of these sources total less than the anticipated need,
what implication does this have for clearness to proceed?

g. Some ministries may need or desire practical support in order to move forward. Would a working committee
or committees be useful or even necessary in the right ordering of the ministry? [See the section on Working
Committees, p. 8, for details on organizing such committees. If this kind of support is seen as necessary, its
membership should be identified and structure organized before the ministry is found clear to proceed.]

Report of the clearness committee to the meeting
er careful reflection on the meeting’s right response to the proposed ministn the clearness committee is asked to

develop recommendations for the meeting’s consideration. Options for the meetings involvement might include:
• Discourage the Friend from undertaking the action
• Encourage the Friend to go forward if she or he feels clear, but recommend no active role

for the meeting
• Endorse the action as one supported by the meeting with an appropriate minute from the meeting

Provide financial support
* Adopt the project as a meeting project

• Other recommendations as the clearness committee is led.

•lf at the end of the clearness process the individual feels clear but the meeting is not in unin on supporting the
ministry, the individual should reconsider carefully. He or she may concur with the meetings negative .iudgrnent or may
seek a process of continued discernment and mutual education Ifs/he feels called on to continue with the concern
despite the meetings reservations, care should be taken to avoid bitterness and division.
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At the conclusion of the clearness process the committee will report to the meeting for business. The report should include:
1 Description of the call and of the request to the meeting
2. Clarity in the individual as to the nature and genuineness of the call
3. Clarity as to the timeliness of the call: is now the time for this person to undertake this ministry?
4. Recommendation to the meeting for business regarding the meetings relationship to the ministry
5. Details regarding recommended actions of the meeting (if any):

a. wording of a minute, often called a minute for religious service
b. names of those undertaking spiritual or practical support
c. duration of the ministry if it is viewed as time limited; if it is not viewed as time limited, time when

clearness will be reviewed
d. recommendation regarding financial support from the meeting: This recommendation should include

any meeting support that may be required at a later time as in fines, etc., resulting from tax resistance.
Recommendations for financial support should include information about other sources of financial
support and the meeting’s relationship to that support. It should also include a recommendation about
the amount of support that should be outright grant, the amount matching member contributions, and
the ratio of the match.

All solicitation of funds in the meeting’s name must be reviewed by the oversight
committee.

e. criteria, if appropriate, for evaluating whether to continue the project at the end of the
proposed period.

f. recommendation of persons for the oversight committee. (See section on oversight, p. 6).

Consideration of the Report in Meeting for Business
In considering the recommendations of a clearness committee, Friends have a particular responsibility for

discernment. We are undertaking what may be a long term commitment, and in approving a ministry we are saying that we
hold this ministry to be Spirit-led and responsibly carried forward. We are asking the community to receive the minister with
openness because of our testimony to the right ordering of the ministry.

Clearness for the meeting to support a ministry is not simple agreement or consensus. It is not enough that a
proposed ministry be reasonable or a good idea. We must seek a sense of that deep, interioi unity which is a sign that the
members are consciously gathered together in God. When this unity is found within the meeting, the ministry is carried out
with the united strength of the gathered meeting. Reservations must be acknowledged and addressed. In doing so, all may
learn and grow, and the ministry, if approved, will be more firmly grounded.

If a large investment of time or funds is required, the meeting may choose to consider the recommendations at more
than one meeting for business. (See Part Three: Funding guidelines, page 8)

Some queries for individuals to keep in mind in considering support ofa ministry:
1. Can I unite with supporting this ministry? Will it do a work of importance for our world? Do I see its importance

to the spiritual life of the minister? Will it benefit my spiritual life or that of the meeting to support this work?
2. Do I feel called to participate in this ministry by providing spiritual, practical or financial support? If I do not

feel called to support this ministry does it represent reservations about the ministry that should be raised with
the meeting? Am I called elsewhere? Am I resisting God’s call?

3. Am I able to support this special project, financially and practically, while continuing to fulfill my obligation to
serve on meeting committees and to contribute to the meeting’s budget? Is the meeting in a position to fulfill a
commimient to supporting this ministry without sacrificing other important commitments?

NOTE: The portion of this report not contained here are the following parts:
PART TWO: Oversight and Support of Ministries
PART Tl-.EE: Funding Guidelines
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Copies of the full report are available from Ted Church <ted-church@worldnet.au.net>
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