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Over 900 alumni, family and friends returned to the college May 27-29 for Alumni Week-
end 1994. Our coverage of the event includes a selection of photographs only hinting at all 
that happened, plus a brief roundup and a commentary by Bill Kaye '54. 

Small-Scale, but Noteworthy: Fords in the Music World 
	

10 
Despite its small size and a Quaker legacy that formerly forbade music entirely, Haverford 
today boasts a superb department and an alumni body rife with musical talent and achieve-
ment. We'll catch you up on the doings and observations of a handful of the Haverfordians 
who practice and perform everything from modern rock to ancient Japanese flute. 

Just Can't Leave This Place 
	 18 

This past summer, as every summer, more than 150 students remained at or near the Col-
lege for play, work and study, but mostly for the latter two pursuits. Housed largely in 
Haverford College Apartments, as house-sitters in professor's homes, and in nearby private 
apartments, these so-called summer stragglers could be seen all over campus working in lab-
oratories, tending the grounds, and doing all those other things that make you think of 
summer vacation. 
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Left to right: Howard W Lutnick '83, Robert L.M. Nevitt '53, Susan E. Bell 72, Jonathan H. Collett '60, 
Catherine P. Koshland 72, and Robert A. Swift '68. 

AT HAVERFORD 

CHANGING FACES 

The following individuals were elected to the 
Board of Managers in April: 

Susan E. Bell '72. Susan joins the Board of 
Managers as a representative of the Corpora-
tion. She is a resident of Brunswick, ME, 
and an associate professor of biology at 
Bowdoin College. She is also a research asso-
ciate of sociology at the Massachusetts Men-
tal Health Center of the Harvard Medical 
School. She is chair of the Women's Studies 

Program Committee at Bowdoin and a 
member of the American Sociological Asso-
ciation and the Eastern Sociological Society. 
She has worked with the Boston Women's 
Health Book Collective, the Hastings Cen-
ter, and the Maine Commission for 
Women. She has published papers about 
birth control technology; the development, 
distribution, and social consequences of 
DES; and the experience of illness. She is a 
member of the Haverford Friends Meeting. 
She holds a Ph.D. from Brandeis University. 
Her father is Philip Wilkes Bell, a former 
Haverford College professor. 

Jonathan H. Collett '60. Jonathan joins the 
Board of Managers as President of the Cor- 

poration. He is a professor of humanities at 
the State University of New York, College at 
Old Westbury. He holds a Ph.D. in litera-
ture from Columbia University, where he 
was a Woodrow Wilson and Danforth Fel-
low. He was teaching at Wesleyan Universi-
ty when he accepted the challenge of joining 
the team that would start a new, experimen-
tal college in the State University of New 
York. He is the founding director of Old 
Westbury's Teaching for Learning Center, 

whose particular focus is effective teaching 
and learning in a culturally diverse commu-
nity. Active in the New York Metropolitan 
Region of the AFSC, he lives in Brooklyn 
and is a member of Brooklyn Monthly 
Meeting. He serves on the School Commit-
tee for the Friends Seminary in Manhattan 
and is currently Clerk of the Haverford Cor-
poration's Advisory Committee. His father, 
Wallace Collett '37, brother, Stephen Col-
lett '68, nephew, Daniel Collett '94, and 
two children, Joshua '87 and Sarah Collett 
'89, also attended Haverford. Wallace Col-
lett is an Emeritus Manager. 

Catherine P. Koshland '72. Catherine is an 
associate professor of environmental health 

sciences at the University of California at 
Berkeley, where her teaching and research 
interests include engineering controls in 
environmental/occupational health, air pol-
lution, and combustion chemistry. She 
holds a Ph.D. in mechanical engineering 
from Stanford University. She received a 
degree in fine arts from Haverford. She has 
worked as a management assistant at the 
Energy Research and Development Admin-
istration and as technical editor of the Stan-
ford Energy Report. Holding an extensive 
portfolio of university, government, and 
community service memberships, she is 
active in The Combustion Institute, The Air 
and Waste Management Association, and 
the American Public Health Association. 
Her husband, James, graduated from Haver-
ford in 1973, her brother-in-law, Douglas, 
is a member of the Class of 1976, and her 
father, Edmund Preston III, is a member of 
the Class of 1945. Her mother-in-law Mari-
an is a retired member of the Board of Man-
agers. 

Howard W. Lutnick '83. Howard is presi-
dent of the Cantor Fitzgerald group of com-
panies, where he directs all facets of the 
firm's brokerage operations. In 1990, he 
established the Jane and Solomon Lutnick 
Memorial Scholarship Fund at Haverford 
College in memory of his parents. The Can-
tor Fitzgerald Gallery in the Campus Center 
recognizes a gift made to the Fund by B. 
Gerald Cantor, chairman and founder of 
Cantor Fitzgerald, Inc., in honor of Howard 
Lutnick. Serving on the Public Securities 
Association (PSA) Primary Dealers Execu-
tive Committee, Howard is also vice chair-
man of the Business Committee for New 
York's Metropolitan Museum of Art, a 
member of the Board of Directors for the 
Arkansas Arts Center Foundation, and a 
member of the Leadership Committee of 
the Intrepid Museum Society. He also serves 
on the Investment Committee and the 
Campaign Executive Committee of Haver-
ford's Board of Managers. 

Robert L. M. Nevitt '53. Robert joins the 
Board of Managers as a representative of the 
Corporation. He serves as the U.S. Informa-
tion Agency's coordinator with the Vice 
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Alexis Hartz '88 Virginia Lewis Jay Rothman 	Jeannine Ruh Ulrich Schonherr 

President's National Performance Review 
Office in Washington. Since his assignment 
in Tokyo from 1988 to 1992 as Minister of 
the Embassy for Press and Cultural Affairs, 
he has filled the same function at the U.S. 
Mission to the United Nations. During his 
career, he has served in Africa and Asia and 
in Washington, twice at the White House 
and also as USIA's Director of East Asian 
affairs. He holds a graduate degree in Ameri-
can Civilization from the University of 

Pennsylvania. His son Christopher graduat-
ed from Haverford in 1988. 

Robert A. Swift '68. Robert has practiced 
with the law firm of Kohn, Nast & Graft, 
P.C., for twenty years. He specializes in com-
plex civil litigation representing both individ-
uals and corporations. In 1986 he conceived 
and filed the Ferdinand Marcos Human 
Rights case, the first class-action human 
rights case ever filed. Following the verdict of 
liability against the late president of the 
Philippines for the torture, summary execu-
tion, and disappearance of 10,000 Filipinos, 
he obtained a jury verdict of $1.2 billion, 
believed to be the largest personal injury ver-
dict in history. He is a graduate from New 
York University School of Law. A resident of 
Bryn Mawr, he is active in the Philadelphia 
Tennis Patrons Association and the Arthur 
Ashe Youth Tennis Center in Manayunk. He 
is a member of Haverford Monthly Meeting, 
where he is clerk of the Property Committee. 

Other Appointments: 
Alexis Hartz '88 has returned to Haverford as 
the new Public Relations Associate. Follow-
ing her graduation from the College, she 

spent two years in a master's degree program 
in mass communication and public relations 
at the University of Delaware. Between 1990 
and January 1993 she worked as the Public 
Information Officer for the City of Wilming-
ton, DE, after which she joined the March of 
Dimes and the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society as a coordinator of fundraising and 
special events. As Public.Relations Associate, 
Alexis will assist the director in media rela-
tions, story concepts, writing and production 

of the Haverford Newsletter, and organiza-
tion of the annual Andrew Silk Journalism 
Panel hosted by Haverford. 

Virginia Lewis joins Haverford as Assistant 
Professor of German and Director of the new 
Language Learning Center. She holds B.A. 
and M.A. degrees in Germanic languages and 
literatures from the University of Kansas. She 
is also a graduate of the Institut fur Atlantis-
che Studien, the Albert-Ludwigs-Universitat, 
Freiburg-im-Breisgau, Germany, and con-
ducted two years of post-graduate work in 
anthropology at Southern Methodist Univer-
sity (1971-1973). Since 1977, she has held 
various appointments in SMU's Foundation 
of the Southwestern Graduate School of 
Banking and its Edwin L. Cox School of 
Business. She has taught German language 
courses at several institutions and has pub-
lished papers in journals such as Harvard 
Business Review and the Journal of Small Busi-
ness Management. 

Jay Rothman is now Assistant Professor of 
Political Science, having served the College as 
Visiting Assistant Professor since 1991. He will 
also continue to head Haverford and Bryn 

Mawr Colleges' Peace and Conflict Studies 
Program. He received a Ph.D. degree in inter-
national relations from the University of Mary-
land in 1988. He has also taught at the Tel 
Aviv School of Management, the Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem, and at Antioch College. 
His publications include several monographs, 
articles in journals such as The Jerusalem Jour-
nal of International Relations, and a book. Roth-
man has also led research projects with funding 
from the MacArthur Foundation, the Daimler-

Benz Foundation, and 
Pew Charitable Trusts 
(the latter two of 
which are current). 

Jeannine Ruh is the 
new Head Coach of 
Women's Basketball 
and Softball. She will 
be the first full-time 
coach either team has 
had. She had most 

recently worked as 
Assistant Women's 

Basketball and Softball Coach at Wittenberg 
University in Springfield, OH. Previously 
she served as Assistant Girls Basketball 
Coach at Mifflin High School in Columbus, 
OH, and as a coach and counselor with vari-
ous basketball camps. In 1987 she graduated 
from Otterbein College in Westerville, OH, 
with honors in Physical Education and a 
teaching certificate in Health Education. 
Women's softball will be a varsity sport at 
Haverford by the 1995-96 school year. 

Ulrich Schonherr comes to Haverford as 
Assistant Professor of German. He holds an 
M.A. (1983) in German Literature and Phi-
losophy from J.W. Goethe Universitat and 
M.Phil. (1989) and Ph.D. (1992) degrees in 
German Literature from Columbia Univer-
sity. He has published several articles and a 
book entitled The Infinite Aging of the Mod-
ern: A Study of Gert Jonke's Trilogy. His aca-
demic honors include a President's Fellow-
ship and a Dissertation Scholarship, both 
from Columbia University. His teaching 
interests include German Literature from 
1750 to 1830, German and Austrian Litera-
ture from 1880 to 1990, and literary and 
cultural theory. 

FALL 1994 
	 3 



AT HAVERFORD 

THE CLASS OF 1954 AND THE PASSING SCENE AT THE COLLEGE...A COMMENTARY 

AS THE CLASS OF 1954 PREPARED FOR 
its 40th reunion on May 26-29, 1994, 

we received word that one of our professors, 
John P. Roche, died on May 6, 1994, at the 
age of 70 (See Roche obituary on page 55). 
Regrettably, many of the distinguished fac-
ulty, administration, staff, classmates, and 
friends who helped shape our thinking, val-
ues, and careers during our stay at the Col-
lege (1950-1954) are also gone. We were, 
however, fortunate to be able to have again 
in our midst for our 40th Reunion dinner: 
Gilbert White, president of Haverford from 
1946 to 1955, Louis Green, Marcel and 
Madelyn Gutwirth, Ed and Anne Bronner, 
Ho Hunter, and Steve and Betty Cary. We 
invited others who were unable to attend. 

The news of John Roche's passing 
underscored the fact that time is passing 
swiftly. We were age 17-22 when he and his 
colleagues on the faculty taught us; we are 
now in our 60's. What struck me and others 
at reunion time was that many of our faculty 
were themselves very young when they 
taught us and made a lifetime impression 
upon us; perhaps as much as a third of the 
approximately 55 faculty members of our 
day were ages 25 to 35. Many were veterans 
of World War II or of alternative service 
during the war; many were fresh from grad-
uate school; whether you were a political sci-
ence, economics, chemistry, English, philos-
ophy or French major, there were young fac-
ulty serving as role models, with both the 
younger faculty, in turn, and the students 
themselves also learning from the more 
senior members of the distinguished Haver-
ford faculty. When we entered in the fall of 
1950, John Roche was 26; Ho Hunter, 29; 
Marcel Gutwirth, 27; Louis Green, 34; Phil 
Bell, 25, just to mention a few. The more 
senior faculty (those above age 35 or 40) 
included great teachers such as Cletus Oak-
ley, Douglas Steere, Red Somers, Bill Mel-
drum, Arnold Post, Howard Comfort, and 
Ira Reid. Gilbert White had come to Haver-
ford as its president at age 35 in 1946. Some 
moved on to new posts after several years at 
the College; others spent a lifetime of dedi-
cated service at Haverford. 

At the reunion, each of our faculty and 
administration guests addressed the class and 
the other guests, following warm and 

Above: Herbert Slotnik '44 (left) chats with H 
Royer Smith '44. Below: Former Haverfbrd Presi-
dent Gilbert White chats with Amar Singh '54 
(left) and Hans Janitschek '54. 

humorous introductions by members of our 
class. Gilbert White, still ramrod straight and 
youthful looking at 82; spoke of our years at 
the College and its impact upon him and his 
late wife, Anhe. Marcel Gutwirth, teacher of 
French and humanities, read us the required 
reading list from his humanities course, as we 
marveled that, as students, we actually "read" 
(?) all those classics. Louis Green, physicist 
and astronomer, paced the floor (needing no 

microphone to make his point), as if to tell 
us again which way was up. In their turn, we 
heard also from Ed Bronner, curator-emeri-
tus of the Quaker Collection; Madelyn 
Gutwirth, who taught French at the College 
in our freshman year; Ho Hunter '43, our 
resident expert on Soviet economics and 
apparatchiki; and Steve Cary '37, who came 
later to the administration but who has been 
a friend to generations of Haverfordians, 
including many of our class who have been 
active in alumni affairs, fund-raising, the 
Board of Managers, and the American 
Friends Service Committee. It was a delight-
ful evening and a major highlight of a very 
memorable reunion that included a moving 
dedication of a tree and bench to the memo-
ry of our deceased classmates. 

Things have changed among the faculty, 
administration, staff, and students in the 
intervening 44 years since we entered the 
College, and they have, in my opinion, made 
Haverford an equally outstanding place, per-
haps an even better place, today: In the fash-
ion of the day, ours was largely a white male 
faculty and administration; there were few 
women and even fewer minorities on the fac-
ulty, administration, or senior staff. We were 
an all male student body, with few minority 
and/or foreign students. The advent of coed-
ucation and the growing diversity of the fac-
ulty, administration, staff, and students 
today have unquestionably enriched the Col-
lege, the courses, programs, interpersonal 
relationships, and learning opportunities, in 
and outside the classroom, at Haverford. 

I am glad that we had this opportunity 
to see again some of the faculty who had, in 
their time, such a profound effect upon us. I 
hope that other classes will make the effort 
to invite back their faculty, administration, 
and staff for their reunions. Don't wait too 
long to do it. The faculty, administrators, 
and staff deserve the recognition, and, in 
between reunions, the letters, visits, and 
telephone calls that tell them that their 
impact was a lasting one and not just a pass-
ing grade and that, as physicians, clergy, 
educators, writers, government officials, 
business executives, lawyers, judges, deans, 
et al, and as alumni/ae, we are their legacy. 

Bill Kaye '54 
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ALUMNI WEEKEND 

C OME ALUMNI ARRIVED THURSDAY EVENING AND 
°stayed until Monday morning, packing into four days' 
time five years' worth of reminiscing, catching up with 
friends, and checking out the campus. Many others tried 
to pack just as much into half the time. Needless to say, it 
was a busy occasion for the more than 900 alumni, family 
and friends who visited the College during Alumni Week-
end May 27-29. But if the time was too short, one could 
not complain about the weather, at least: blue skies and 
cool weather greeted the early morning tennis players, the 
arboretum tour partcipants, and the rowdy children 
enrolled in HaverCamp. Indoors, elementary and sec-
ondary school teachers and administrators met one anoth-
er at the College's first "Celebration of Teachers and 
Teaching," led by David Mallery '45. Reunion class mem-
bers gathered for various meals and outings, as well as 
informally, to talk and talk. Among other special events 
were an amusing presentation given by language colum-
nist Richard Lederer '59, memorial tree plantings, and the 
traditional softball "grudge" matches. And for those who 
just didn't feel right about returning to Haverford with-
out a class to attend, there was more than one compelling 
faculty research talk! Doug Richie '49 (left) and Hubert Taylor '38 greet one another. 

ACADEMIC UPDATE 

Assistant Professor of Physics Suzanne 
Amador received a National Science Foun-
dation course development grant for her 
course on the physics of medical technolo-
gies.... Assistant Professor of Religion Seth 
Brody's article, entitled "Human Hands in 
Heavenly Heights: Contemplative Ascent 
and Theurgic Empowerment in Thirteenth 
Century Kabbalah," appeared in Mystics of 
the Book: Themes and Typologies, Robert 
Herrera, ed. (New York: Peter Lang, 1993). 
In addition, he gave a talk sponsored by the 
Coalition for the Environment and Jewish 
Life entitled "A Jewish Philosophy of 
Nature: Insights from the Medieval Tradi-
tion," at a conference held May 22-24, 
1994.... In 1993, Professor of Spanish Israel 
Burshatin was a Distinguished Diversity 
Visiting Scholar at Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity's Allentown campus. On March 24, 
1994, he delivered a paper entitled "Escrito 
sobre un cuerpo: un hermafrodita ante la 
Inquisicion de Toledo," at the Institute of 
the History of the Inquisition, Faculty of 
Law, Universidad Complutense, in Madrid, 
Spain, and on April 14, 1994, he delivered a 

paper entitled "Interrogating Hermaphro-
ditism in Sixteenth-Century Spain" for His-
panisms and Homosexualities/Plural Per-
spectives, a two-day conference held at New 
York University.... Associate Professor of 
Religion David Dawson has published a 
book entitled Allegorical Readers and Cultur-
al Revision in Ancient Alexandria through the 
University of California Press. In addition, 
he has published an article entitled "Tran-
scendence as Embodiment: Augustine's 
Domestication of Gnosis," first delivered as 
a Haverford Faculty Research Talk, then 
published in 1994 in the Journal of Modern 
Theology. Professor Dawson received the 
Lindback Teaching Award in the Spring of 
1994 	Assistant Professor of Chemistry 
Julio de Paula was elected to a three-year 
term on the Advisory Editorial Board of the 
journal "Optics Communications." He 
coauthored a paper in Biochemistry, entitled 
"Structure-Function Relationships in the 
47-kDa Antenna Protein and its Complex 
with the Photosystem II Reaction Center 
Core: Insights from Picosecond Fluores-
cence Decay Kinetics and Resonance Raman 

Spectroscopy." He was invited to speak at a 
symposium on young faculty issues at the 
5th Conference of the Council on Under-
graduate Research, and is co-organizer of a 
symposium on lasers in the undergraduate 
curriculum at the 13th Biennial Conference 
on Chemical Education.... Professor of 
Physics Jerry Gollub was selected as a finalist 
for the "Vinci of Excellence" for his work on 
patterns and chaos, in a prize competition 
called "Science for Art." The international 
competition honors outstanding scientific 
work that has an artistic or aesthetic dimen-
sion.... Professor of Political Science Robert 
Mortimer testified on March 22, 1994, 
before the House Committee on Foreign 
Affairs Subcommittee on Africa on the polit-
ical crisis in Algeria.... Professor of Physics 
Lyle Roelofs received a grant supplement 
from the National Science Foundation in its 
Research Experiences for Undergraduates 
program to support two students in his 
research program.... Assistant Professor of 
Mathematics Stephanie Singer has received 
a Bunting Fellowship to support her leave 
this year at Radcliffe College. 
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Above: 
Members of the class 
of '84 plant a tree in 
honor of their deceased 
classmates. 

Right: 
Richard Lederer '59 
autographs copies of 
his various books for 
fellow Fords. 

Lower Right: 
Charles M. Mathias, 
Jr. '44. 

Far Right: 
Jenny Kehne Lipman 
84 with daughter 
Emily. 
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Above: Mark Vollmer 79 takes a swing 
against his class of '84 rivals. 

Left: Professor of English Elaine Hansen 
speaks before a group in Sharpless Audi-
torium. 

Below: A gathering including some of the 
1994 Alumni Weekend award winners. 
From left to right are Gerald M. Levy, father 
of Ben '93 and Rachel Levy 96 and co-recipi-
ent with Laird H. Simons, Jr. '39 of the Perry 

Award• President Tom Kessinger; David G. 
Cook '64, recipient of the Sheppard Award; 
C. Webster Abbott '44, co-recipient with 
Lawrence C. S. Griffith '59 of the Alumni 
Award; Laird H. Simons, Jr.; Christopher 
Dunne'70, V.P. of the Alumni Assoc. and 
Chairman of the Awards Committee; and 
Lawrence C. S. Griffith. Not pictured are 
Ellen Guerin 79, recipient of the McIntosh 
Award, and Roy Gutman '66 and Michael 
Rodell '62, co-recipients of the Haverford 
Award. 
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UDY OWEN 

 

 

by Megan Breslin '94 

   

WHEN I GOT HERE [IN 1981] THERE 
were very few women in the sci-

ences," says Professor of Biology and 
Department Chair Judy Owen, recalling 
her early years at Haverford. "It was very 
lonely here." Since then, however, all that 
has changed. "One of the most exciting 
things that's happened under the last cou-
ple of administrations has been the hiring 
of really terrific young women in the sci-
ence division. And that's a real source of 
delight." 

These women, Owen says, have some-
thing important to teach to female students 
in the sciences. "One of the things that we 
as a group want to demonstrate to the stu-
dents is that science is a career where you 
don't have to make a choice between hus-
band and family, and career. That you real-
ly can have a husband and kids and be a 
useful and productive member of the scien-
tific community. That's an important mes-
sage. And I think that students will only get 
that when they see women on the other side 
of the podium in the classroom." With a 
husband and two children, as well as an 
accomplished record of immunological 
research in both cellular and molecular 
biology, Owen is herself an example of the 
possibility for female scientists to "have it 
all." Her leadership in this regard was for-
mally recognized in 1992, when she won a 
National Science Foundation Faculty 
Award for Women, a national award 
bestowed on 200 women for excellence in 
teaching and research in the sciences. 

A native of England, Owen began her 
journey toward such excellence and recog-
nition at the University of Cambridge, 
where she earned an M.A.-B.A. in bio-
chemistry. She then left England and com-
pleted her doctoral degree in immunology 
at the University of Pennsylvania in 1978 
under the direction of Norman Klinman 
'58, following which she did postdoctoral 
work at The Wistar Institute. There she 
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Her leadership... was formally 
recognized in 1992, when she won 

a National Science Foundation 
Faculty Award for Women... 

developed a system to quantitate the cyto-
toxic, or cell-killing, response to influenza-
infected cells. "People had been able to gen-
erate cytotoxic lymphocytes [white blood 
cells] which recognized influenza, but it was 
very difficult to count the number of 
influenza-specific T-cells in populations, for 
example, pre- and post-immunization. So 
you couldn't actually quantitate the effect 
that your immunization had had." With co-
researchers Peter Doherty and Michelle 
Allouche, Owen took cells from both 
immunized and non-immunized mice, then 
mixed specific amounts of either immunized 
or non-immunized cells with an equal num-
ber of "stimulator cells," influenza-infected 
cells taken from a mouse spleen and ren-
dered inactive either by radiation or chemi-
cal treatment. By measuring the fraction of 
test wells displaying cytotoxic activity and 
then using a statistical calculation, it was 
possible to calculate the fraction of immu-
nized cells which recognized that type of 
influenza. 

Her current research, entitled "The Flu-
orescein-Specific Lymphocyte Response," 
grew out of this work and explores the 
nature of immunological "memory" 
through genetic analysis of the B-cell recep-
tors. B-cells form antibodies, the molecules 
which disable foreign invaders, or antigens, 
in the body's bloodstream. The research 
focuses on those gene segments which are 
being utilized in the response to one specific 
antigen, fluorescein, and asks whether there 
are differences in the gene segments used in 
primary and secondary responses. The pri-
mary response occurs when an antigen is 
first encountered and antibodies are formed. 
When the same antigen is encountered at a 
later time, it is recognized by the body and 
the appropriate antibodies are released. By 
adding "homologue" chemicals which 
mimic the amino acid bases of DNA, but 
which are in fact toxic, during the synthesis 
of DNA, Owen and her student researchers  

are able to discover the DNA sequence of 
the B-cell receptors. The particular type of 
DNA in question consists of a heavy chain 
and a light chain, Owen explains. Over the 
past several years, analysis of multiple heavy 
chains has been completed, which leaves the 
light chain still to be sequenced. She esti-
mates that, with luck, the light chain analy-
sis will take one or two years. 

Preliminary data collected before the 
sequencing project was undertaken suggest-
ed the existence of two populations of B-
cells, one which gives rise solely to the pri-
mary response, and one from which the 
"memory" cells originate, which would give 
a strong secondary response without ever 
having shown a primary response during the 
initial immunization or infection. By exam-
ining the DNA from primary and memory 
cells, the researchers are able to note the 
presence or absence of certain sets of genes 
or representations of gene families, and 
deduce whether the memory cells are 
derived from the initial primary cells. The 
data from the current project have not borne 
out the "different populations" conjecture, 
however, and it appears that memory cells 
are derived from primary cells after all. 

In almost all of her research at Haverford 
students are involved. Generally Owen has 
several students working with her, usually 
five senior biology majors conducting their 
senior projects, and sometimes a Hughes 
Scholar. "I think that the most important 
thing you can give to a student is the sense 
that you love what you're doing and it's 
worthwhile," she says. "The other piece that 
I try to give them, although it requires a 
mindset on the part of the student and I 
can't force it, is a sense of ownership. The 
sense that when they're in the lab their work 
is theirs, they're not picking up a piece of 
my project. That if they see an interesting 
spin-off, all they have to do is come and talk 
to me and I'll try to make it possible for 
them to do it." When students first come  

into the lab, they are given a choice of pro-
jects. "The best student is the one for whom 
that project becomes theirs, and not mine." 

Often, such students come up with 
interesting angles on the project at hand, 
sometimes inspiring new areas of research. 
"At this point I've written two major parts 
of grants based on ideas that students in my 
lab have had," she says. "The students are 
coming from a more naive perspective, but 
what that means is that they're not jaded; 
they're not stuck within the paradigms of 
the field. Their minds are free to roam. And 
they've had a wonderful training in all the 
other aspects of molecular and cellular biol-
ogy. So they might think of questions to ask 
that wouldn't have occurred to me." 

In fact, she says, an area of the project 
she next hopes to pursue originated with the 
work of one of her students, Jim Skeath '88. 
Jim found that when primary B-cells (B-
cells from an animal immunized only once) 
are fused with tumor cells, the resulting cells 
die rapidly, whereas B-cells from an animal 
immunized repeatedly yield a longer-living 
cell when fused with a tumor cell. Called 
hybridomas, these fusions of B-cells and 
tumor cells are created in order to yield a 
stable, longer-living cell with the genetic and 
behavioral qualities of a B-cell. With her 
research assistant, Harjeet Van Der Keyl, 
Owen wants to look into the genetic proper-
ties of these cells, particularly those which 
determine cell-survival and the stability of 
receptor expression. 

For Owen, who was a 1989 recipient of 
the Lindback Foundation Teaching Fel-
lowship recognizing excellence in teaching, 
one more crucial item she tries to impart to 
her students is confidence. "Science isn't 
this 'black box' that they [students] can't 
understand. If they take a logical approach 
and learn the vocabulary, our majors 
should be able to ask any question they 
want in biology and know how to find out 
the answer." 
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"Love at first touch": Nabil Totah '52 plays the stand-up bass. 
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SMALL-SCALE, BUT NOTEWORTHY: 

IN THE MUSIC WORLD 
HAVERFORD CANNOT BOAST A REPUTATION AS A 

hotbed for musical study, nor is it well known for pro-
ducing some of America's finest musical talent. Yet, the 

alumni body is full of successful musicians and others in the 
music business, and grows fuller each year, as the superb but 
quiet department and rich non-departmental musical life at 
Haverford continue to coach students toward realizing their best 
potential. The fact that the College lacks a reputation equal to 
these successes should come as no shock, however, for not only 
was there no music department at Haverford for its first 90 years, 
but, for most of that time, there was simply no music. In those 
days, song ranked high among Quakers' list of devilish pursuits, 
and the College shared that attitude, which is summed up neatly 
by a passage from the London Yearly Meeting of 1846: "we 
believe [music] to be in its acquisition and its practice, unfavor-
able to the health of the soul . . . Serious is the waste of time to 
those who give themselves up to it . . . It not infrequently leads 
into unprofitable, and even pernicious associations, and in some 
instances to a general indulgence in the vain amusements of the 
world." Not surprisingly, then, any student of the College 
caught participating in or partaking of such an unhealthful pur-
suit in these early years at Haverford was duly punished. It was a 
crime as serious as that of reading Sir Walter Scott. 

Gradually though, and inevitably, this icy contempt for 
music began to thaw. By the 1870s, students were surreptitious-
ly squeaking out a tentative note here and there and living to tell 
the tale. An anecdote included in A History of Haverford College 
1830-1890 illustrates this particular stage in the move toward 
music's acceptance. The author writes: "Music, it is true, was 
not exactly encouraged by the college authorities, yet the class of 
'76 furnished quite a respectable quartette, with some addition-
al talent for choruses. Indeed, one youth, more ambitious than 
the rest, sometimes attempted instrumental music, always, how-
ever, in the privacy of his own apartment. One day, as he had 
adjusted his legs to the narrow dimensions of the bed, and sat, 
with elbows high in the air, vainly endeavoring to extort harmo- 

BY 	MATT 	FITZGERALD 	'93 
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ny from the unwilling flute, the door sud-
denly opened, revealing a goodly length of 
bonnet, framing a kindly and familiar face, 
which, gazing long and sadly upon him, at 
length vanished with the laconic reproach—
`And thee's a Friend's child!' " 

Despite the hovering threat of such 
reproaches, in 1872 the College graduated 
David Bispham, who had taken voice lessons 
on the sly off campus and went on to 
become a renowned singer with the Metro-
politan Opera Company. Thenceforth the 
inevitable could no longer be denied. By the 
turn of the century, informal singing groups 
met on campus without penalty, but still it 
was not until 1927 that the first music cours-
es were taught, when, at the prompting of 

Henry Drinker, Swarthmore and Haverford 
Colleges jointly hired Alfred Swan. At first, 
Swan taught only a few music history cours-
es and conducted a chorus, and sometimes 
an orchestra, when numbers were sufficient. 
But by the mid-1940s, his interests had 
shifted over to composition, and he peti-
tioned both Colleges to establish a music 
major that would be based on composition, 
which happened in 1947. A second faculty 
member, William Reese, was hired to direct 
the glee club and the orchestra; his student 
accompanist, and only the second music 
major ever at Haverford, was John Davison 
'51, who joined the department as a profes-
sor in 1959 and remains there today. So few 
courses were available while John was a stu- 

dent that he needed to study at Swarthmore, 
Bryn Mawr and the University of Pennsylva-
nia in order to gather together sufficient 
credits. The department today remains 
small, but "it's a wonderful little depart-
ment," he says, and one quite rich and versa-
tile for its size (see sidebar). 

John Davison has had a distinguished 
career not only as a music professor but also 
as a composer in his own right. As is true for 
so many with musical proclivities, Davison 
demonstrated his interest as a young child, 
stretching his barely-ready fingers across the 
keys to discover what sounds they might 
make. Soon he began to compose in earnest 
and write down his songs. He attended the 
Juilliard School of Music, which stands 

From Theory Courses to Boom Boxes: The Rich Musical Life at Haverford Today 

TODAY, THERE IS ENOUGH 
music happening in and around 

Haverford that you would never guess 
song had been banned entirely for the 
first few decades of the College's exis-
tence. There are now three full-time 
faculty members in the music depart-
ment, Professor John Davison '51, 
Associate Professor Curt Cacioppo, and 
Assistant Professor Richard Freeman, as 
well as two regular part-time faculty 
members. John and Curt are both com-
posers, Curt is also an accomplished 
pianist, and Richard specializes in the 
history of music. 

With no formal music department 
existing at Bryn Mawr College, Haver-
ford's program serves students of both 
schools. And though it remains a small 
department, graduating seven majors in 
1994, course offerings are fairly diverse: in 
addition to western music, students may 
study the music of Native Americans, 

John Davison African-Americans, and East and South- 
east Asians. Also, though the Department is unable to offer 
advanced training in various instruments as in conservatory schools, 
many opportunities for such training exist nearby and are regularly 
pursued by students with Departmental subsidy and credit. 

Performance and composition are emphasized by the 
Department, and there are many outlets on campus for both. 
Singers may participate in chorale, chamber singers, and a 

women's chorus, all of which are open 
to Bryn Mawr students as well and are 
conducted by Marian Dolan. Orches- 

	  tral musicians may participate in the 
bi-college orchestra and the chamber 
music group conducted by Geoffrey 
Michaels. Not connected to the Music 
Department are a variety of student a 
cappella groups, rock and folk groups, 
and jazz ensembles, some of which 
keep their names and change members 
as students come and go, others that 
last only while their members remain 
at the College, and still others that 
carry on outside Haverford for years 
after having gotten their start there. 

Performances by guest musicians 
from outside of the College also play 
an important role in the musical life at 
Haverford. Associated with the 
Department is the Distinguished 
Artists series, which has hosted such 
illustrious artists as jazz trumpeter Don 
Cherry and prizewinning medieval-

style recording artists Anonymous IV. Also, each December the 
Main Line Gospel Choir plays an extremely popular Christmas 
concert in Marshall Auditorium. Student groups, such as New 
Point, run their own concert series, which have in recent years 
brought such popular acts as Phish, 3rd Base, and Pavement to 
the College. 

And, of course, every student's room has a stereo. 

51 
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Susan Matthews '90 

across the street from his childhood home in 
Manhattan, before coming to Haverford, 
and afterward went on to graduate school at 
Harvard University and the University of 
Rochester's Eastman School of Music, where 
he composed his first two symphonies. For 
the past 35 years he has been at Haverford, 
where he was Chair of the music department 
between 1969 and 1978 and again between 
1980 and 1983. He has received a number of 
awards and commissions and penned more 
than 150 works of various forms, many of 
which have been performed, and some 
recorded, throughout the United States and 
Europe. He has worked his way up to six 
symphonies, the latest of which was pre-
miered in February 1994 by the Concerto 

I... t was not until 1927 
that the first music courses 
were taught, when, at the 
prompting of Henry 
Drinker, Swarthmore and 
Haverford Colleges jointly 
hired Alfred Swan. 

Soloists Chamber Orchestra in Philadelphia. 
Only a handful of those who have gradu-

ated from the College with a degree in music 
have missed the tutelage of John Davison—
namely those who earned their degrees 
between 1951 (the first year such degrees were 
awarded) and 1958 (the year prior to his 
return). Julius Katchen, probably the most 
world-renown musician ever to graduate from 
Haverford, did so in 1946, just a few months 
prior to Davison's arrival as a first-year stu-
dent. Katchen was a brilliant pianist who, like 
Davison, started very young. Born in New 
Jersey in 1926, he descended from a line of 
outstanding Russian musicians: his grandfa-
ther taught at the Moscow Conservatory, his 
mother was a concert pianist, and his father 
was a superb amateur violinist. A true prodi-
gy, Katchen made his professional debut at 
age 11 with the Philadelphia Orchestra and 
graduated from high school at age 15. 
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At Haverford he majored in philosophy 
and literature, was named to Phi Beta 
Kappa, and graduated at the head of his 
class. His old friend Virgil Baldi '49 recalls 
that Julius would often be forced by his fel-
low students to play the rickety old upright 
piano in Founders Hall after dinner, enter-
taining his classmates and professors alike. 
He went on to play in many other halls; 
upon graduating, he was awarded a fellow-
ship from the French government to study 
music in Paris, where he remained for the 
balance of his life. He won his greatest 
acclaim for recording the complete solo 
piano works of Brahms for London records, 
for which he won "Le Grand Prix du Disque 
de l'Academie Charles Cros." He concer-
tized in 46 different countries and won great 
popularity for his wide repertoire of concer-
tos by Beethoven, Brahms, and Rachimonoff 
before he died in 1969 at the age of 42, leav-
ing behind his wife, Arlette Patoux, a son, 
Stefan, and a legacy as Haverford's greatest 
musician. 

One of the most celebrated of Haver-
ford's living musicians, Nabil Totah '52, also 
did not study under Davison, but rather 
knew him as a fellow student. Nabil loved 
classical music and had played violin for 
some years when he arrived at Haverford as a 
sophomore, but chose to study political sci-
ence while he pursued music on a more 
independent level. But violin took a back 
seat when, after filling in for an upright bass 
player who failed to show for a dance at Bryn 
Mawr College, he immediately took up that 
instrument and never looked back. "It was 
love at first touch," he says. 

In his senior year he joined the Philadel-
phia musician's union and began playing 
bass with a lounge group in Camden, NJ, 
which resulted in his sometimes returning to 
his dorm no earlier than 4:00 A.M. And 
though musical proclivities were pretty well 
tolerated at Haverford by this time, Nabil 
explains, "my professors seriously disap-
proved of my staying out late because it 
interfered with my study." But from that 
time on bass was the only study he really 
needed. After a brief stint with the army in 
Tokyo, where he played the local club and 
coffeehouse scene during off-hours, he 
returned to New York City in 1954, deter-
mined to be a jazz musician. "I was a new-
comer hoping to play jazz," he says, like a lot  

of others, but "something extraordinary hap-
pened. My first job was with the legendary 
Charlie Parker, whom I met at a jam session. 
He hired me on the spot. 

"I couldn't believe my good fortune. My 
career had barely started, but because of my 
association with 'Bird,' I became an instant 
success! It was as though I was hired as a 
CEO of a large corporation, rather than 
gaining an entry-level position." Nabil has 
remained a "CEO" for more than 40 years. 
In addition to Charlie Parker he has worked 
with such luminaries as Charles Mingus, 
Gene Krupa, Benny Goodman, Bobby 
Hackett, and many others. He was offered 
spots with Duke Ellington's and Louis Arm-
strong's bands but declined both offers 
because the heavy traveling would have dis- 

n addition to Charlie 
Parker, Nabil Totah '52 
has worked with such 
luminaries as Charles 
Mingus, Gene Krupa, 
Benny Goodman, Bobby 
Hackett, and many others. 

rupted his family life (his first child was born 
in 1964). Nabil has been featured on 40 
recordings, including his 1987 album Dou-
ble Bass, and has played regular stints at Bird-
land, the Half Note, and other hallowed 
venues. And though his first love is jazz, he 
has had success as a bassist in classical and 
other forms of music as well. 

While Nabil is one of few Ford musicians 
who has enjoyed such "mainstream" success-
es as having the chance to record and play 
with world-renown legends, many others 
have flourished in different ways. Robbie 
Anderman '70, for instance, has chosen a 
very different and unusual path toward ful-
fillment as a musician. Shortly after leaving 
the College, he moved into a tipi with a 
friend near Woodstock, NY. There a visitor 
one day gave him a Shakuhachi flute, which 
he has been playing ever since. For the past  

24 years he has lived with his family on a 
largely self-sustaining (and hydro-power free) 
old farm near Killaloe, Ontario, where he 
pursues a variety of activities, from tending 
vegetables and orchards to home-schooling 
three of his five children. On the musical 
side, Robbie handcrafts mountain dulcimers 
and small harps out of local woods and sells 
them. He plays a variety of instruments, 
including guitar and piano, but his favorites 
are the mountain dulcimer and Shakuhachi 
flute. He plays for himself, with local friends, 
and performs at various folk festivals. 

"My experience has been that the joy and 
inner peace I feel while playing with music is 
communicated to listeners," he says. Last 
year, Robbie greatly increased his pool of 
appreciative listeners when he recorded a 
collection of traditional and original songs 
performed on the Shakuhachi with some 
hand-drum accompaniment. The tape con-
taining these songs is called Before the Moon 
Rose, and its music is truly beautiful in a gen-
tle and meditative, yet not unchallenging, 
way. It has received radio airplay on regional 
and national Canadian Broadcasting Com-
pany stations. "It's fun being told by friends 
and neighbors that they've heard me on the 
radio," he says. But love of fame is clearly the 
last thing that motivated Robbie to be musi-
cal or produce the tape. He explains, "After 
nurturing this music in a quiet, rural setting 
for 22 years, I felt a need to shape it—hence, 
the tape." With all genuine musicians, there 
is a thick, smudgy line separating the musical 
"hobby" or "profession" from the person's 
greater identity, and with Robbie Anderman 
this line is particularly diffuse. 

Even among more mainstream career 
musicans, though, very few talk about their 
work as if it were anything even approaching 
a "normal job." According to Bert Seager 
'77, music is not work but "a type of com-
munication that expresses directly to peo-
ple's hearts a wide range of emotions. Music 
is not intellectual. It has a lot to do with 
communicating something about the 
uniqueness of humanity." Bert communi-
cates in this sense as the pianist and leader of 
Boston's successful Bert Seager Jazz Quintet, 
which has produced four discs on the Antil-
li/Polygram label and a live disc recorded by 
CBC in Canada and released on a German 
label. Additionally, his quintet, which fea-
tures Dan Greenspan '77 on bass, performs 
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as a house band at the Four Seasons Hotel in 
Boston. This realm is about as far from Kil-
laloe, Ontario, as one can get as a musician, 
and yet, in terms of the music itself, it is not 
so far at all. Music is such a universal and 
malleable art form, its practitioners find, that 
it can be easily appropriated to fit the voices 
and lifestyles of all different kinds of people 
without compromise on either side. 

Those who should know insist that there 
is no single right way to be a musician, but, 
for most of them, there is one matter about 
which they have very little choice: whether to 
be a musician. For most of them, it is a calling 
in the most powerful sense, a matter of fate 
almost impossible to deny. But there are 
many pressures on young people that do 
cause them to defy their fate, for a while at 
least. Bert majored in both economics and 
music at Haverford and had never considered 
becoming a professional musician until after 
he left Haverford. Susan Matthews '90 
majored in chemistry at Haverford and even 
attended one year of medical school at the 
University of Pennsylvania before she made 
an abrupt about-face in order to pursue her 
dream of becoming a church organist. "Dur-
ing that year my uncertainties about medi-
cine as a vocation for myself became too 
great," she says. "I felt dead to myself in this 
vocation—I felt alive only in music." Susan 
returned to undergraduate studies, at the 
Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY, 
to bone up her knowledge of music theory 
and history. She is now a master's degree can-
didate there in organ performance and litera-
ture, and works as Director of Music at St. 
Luke and St. Cyrene Episcopal Church in 
Rochester. She is happy. 

Like Susan, many Haverford musicians 
pass through their years at the College with-
out having any formal contact with the 
department, yet harbor sufficient talent and 
drive to make it on their own in the music 
world. Julian Brash '93, who majored in 
political science, is one such person. Having 
taken piano lessons for several years begin-
ning at age eight, Julian gave up the instru-
ment in high school and began looking cov-
etously upon the guitars of some of his 
friends who played in bands and had great 
fun doing so. He bought an electric guitar 
and began to teach himself in earnest at 
about the time he arrived at Haverford. 
Being self-taught is both an advantage and a 
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Sam Feldman '85 

drawback, he believes. "It would be nice to 
know a little more about theory, and per-
haps my technique could be better, but a lot 
of times guitar teachers are really cheesy and 
will try to turn you into Joe Satriani," or 
some other machine-like, soulless virtuoso. 

Julian put together his first band, He-
goat, in his junior year, with Mike Persick 
'88 on bass guitar and Hunter Tura '94 
behind the drum kit, but the act soon dis-
solved. The following year he formed a new 
and more successful group, Mohair, with 
Brent Gillentine '94 (bass), Mike Snyder '95 
(drums) and Jamil Rich '95 (guitar and 
vocals). Julian and Jamil shared singing and 
songwriting responsibilities, and together 
produced enough material to record a demo 
tape, one song from which was released by 
an independent label in Denver, CO. But 
just as the band was gathering momentum 
Julian graduated and moved south to his 
native Alexandria, VA, and hence Mohair 
dissolved as well. Recently, though, Julian 
scored his biggest break to date: having 
found a job in city planning in New York, 
he took advantage of his move there to audi-
tion with several bands and was soon taken 
on by Dunebuggy, a popular Manhattan 
guitar-pop group boasting a contract with 
the respected label SpinArt. "It isn't exactly 
the big time," says Julian of his new spot 
with the group, "but it is a pretty well-
known group with a decent fan-base and 
some interest from a few labels." The band 
has plans to begin playing a heavy schedule 
of live shows at venues in and around the 
New York Metropolitan area, and to release 
a single with SpinArt. 

Julian recognizes that it is not his talent 
alone that has placed him in such an enviable 
position among young rock musicians, but 
talent aided by chemistry, drive, and even 
some luck. He also believes that his future as 
a musician could take on any of a variety of 
wildly different shapes, depending on how 
these factors happen to interweave. The 
music world is a fickle one, even somewhat 
random in terms of whom it chooses to 
reward and whom to stymy. As a 
singer/songwriter/guitarist, Alan Rose '90 has 
become quite familiar with the nature of the 
obstacles to success faced by musicians, who, 
he says, "would benefit tremendously if we 
didn't have to draw a significant number of 
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beer- or food-consuming people to every 
place we play. As it is now," he continues, 
musicians are entirely at the mercy of the 

whims of club owners, and it's a buyer's mar-
ket. A lot of local talent gets wasted because 
performers give up rather than face the reali-
ties of today's music business. Labels, pro-
moters, bars and behind-the-scenes entities 
stand a far better chance of economic and 
psychological survival than musicians." 

Alan Rose has not given up. In the four-
plus years since his graduation he has kept 
himself in the thick of the Main Line folk 
music scene, while living in Bryn Mawr and 
working in retail by day to support his off-
hours dream-chasing. Alan has fought the 
music-world powers-that-be by essentially 
ignoring them. In April of this year he 
released an album of folk originals on 
Cleversheep Records, a label run by fellow 
Ford Jim Speer '90. Helped by friends and 
family, Alan selected the songs he wished to 
record, taped and mastered them, put 
together the liner pages, had the tapes and 
CDs manufactured, and is now working 
hard to promote his music. Featuring 14 
tracks filled with intelligent lyrics and beau-
tiful guitar parts, all written by himself, the 
album is called, appropriately, Solitaire. 

Many other Haverford alumni pursue 
musicianship on an avid, part-time basis, 
either because music alone cannot pay the 
bills, or because music is but one of two or 
more vocational interests they have, or some-
times for both reasons. Because music is such 
an immensely popular art form in America, 
as well as a giant industry, the structure of 
musical outlets is many-tiered, providing an 
abundance of fulfilling opportunities for 
those who do not rely on their playing to buy 
groceries. Sam Feldman '85 and Robert Sat-
aloff '71 are two Fords who have succeeded 
with particularly unusual combinations of 
this sort: Sam is a Rabbi with the Jewish Cen-
ter at King's Highway in Brooklyn, NY, and 
lead singer and guitarist for Bluesberry Jam, a 
blues-rock band that has earned solid press 
and popularity through its regular live play-
ing at New York City bars and clubs. It 
strikes one as an eclectic combination, if not 
downright odd, but to Sam, who is equally 
passionate about both pursuits, the mix 
could not be more natural. "You can't intel-
lectualize the associations people have when 
they play guitar," he said in an interview with  

the national Jewish newspaper Forward. 
"There are only a few times when I have that 
sort of feeling: studying Talmud, playing gui-
tar, and reading Torah: They're three of the 
same things for me." 

Not to be outdone in the game of eclectic 
double careers, Robert Sataloff sings profes-
sionally, conducts, and is an otolaryngologist! 
By the time he began studying voice at the 
age of 13, he already knew that he wanted to 
be a doctor of the ear, nose and throat variety 
(like his father), and soon discovered, as Sam 
Feldman did with his love of Torah and Tal-
mud, "that this desire proved completely 
compatible with my plans to become a musi-
cian," he says. Robert simply made his talent 
and experience as a singer relevant to his 
medical practice, he explains, "by developing 
the new subspecialty of medical voice care 

Sam Feldman '85 is a 
Rabbi with the Jewish 
Center at King's Highway 
in Brooklyn, NY, and lead 
singer and guitarist for 
Bluesberry Jam, a blues-
rock band... 

within the field of otolaryngology, and by 
helping to advance the new field of arts medi-
cine." He wrote the first textbook in each of 
these subfields, is a professor of Otolaryngol-
ogy at Thomas Jefferson and an adjunct fac-
ulty member at Georgetown University and 
director of the Jefferson Arts Medical Center. 
On the strictly musical side, he sings, teaches 
singing, founded (in 1970) and still conducts 
the Thomas Jefferson University Choir and 
Orchestra, chairs the board of The Voice 
Foundation, and is a member of the faculty 
of the Curtis Institute of Music and the 
Academy of Vocal Arts. Businesses are good. 

Business is also good for a host of other 
Haverford musicians too numerous to 
name. Among them are William Purvis '71, 
who is considered one of America's greatest 
French horn players, and Sarah Allen 

McQuaid '87, who is a member of the Irish 
folk band Carnloch and sells traditional 
instruments in a shop she operates with her 
husband in Ireland. Also of solid reputation 
are, among others, Raffaello Orlando '69, 
Profesor of Clarinet at the Conservatory of 
Frosinone, Italy, and an international clar-
inet performer, and James Infantino '87, a 
successful Boston-based singer/songwriter/ 
guitarist whose latest album, the much-
acclaimed Strawman, has recently been 
licensed by Hear Music Records. 

There is also a great variety of Fords who 
are noteworthy not as musicians but for work 
related to music. David Stowe '83, for 
instance, is an assistant professor in the 
department of American Thought and Lan-
guage at Michigan State University and 
author of a remarkable new study of swing 
music entitled, Swing Changes: Big Band Jazz 
in New Deal America (reviewed in the 
BOOKS section of this magazine). In anoth-
er area altogether, Bill Bragin '89 works as a 
producer for the popular SummerStage con-
cert series in New York City's Central Park. 

What is clear from the above is that there 
exists a tremendous variety of excellent 
musicians in the world who passed through 
Haverford early along the way. Each has 
carved out his or her own niche within 
music, bringing something unique to it and 
bringing away from it something equally 
unique. But despite all the differences, I 
found some fundamental similarities among 
all the alumni with whom I spoke. Specifi-
cally, all spoke of music as a dual form, 
which on the one hand allows for the most 
individualized personal expression and on 
the other hand draws people together onto 
common ground. It is a description that has 
a strikingly Haverfordian ring to it, which 
makes it seem all the more inevitable and fit-
ting that music has become such an impor-
tant and successful tradition among Fords, 
despite its absence in the beginning. Nabil 
Totah explains, "Personally, I try to commu-
nicate my inner feelings to the audience as I 
play. When I'm playing with a group, we all 
might be trying to do this at the same time 
and create a sound with great vitality. As the 
performance goes on, I feel a mystical, even 
spiritual bond with the other musicians as 
well as the audience. It doesn't happen every 
time I play, but when it does, I know it and 
so does everyone else." 
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Jusi-, Can ' t LealTEC 

THE ARRIVAL OF THE 
summer season turns 

Haverford College into a verita-
ble ghost campus for a spell. No 
sooner do the steady warm days 
of mid-May arrive than the 
College population drives itself 
away to enjoy a few well-earned 
months of leisure in disparate 
parts of the globe, leaving near 
total tranquility behind them. A 
sort of climax is reached just a 
moment before this exodus, for 
never is the campus more 
crowded than when friends, rel-
atives and alumni throng onto 
campus to join those already 
present in celebrating com-
mencement for the year's grad-
uating class. At this time auto-
mobiles, moving and parked, 
dominate the campus, people of 
all descriptions bustle to and 
fro, music plays, greetings are 
shouted, telephones ring, deco-
rations flutter, and a broad 
commotion is generally recog-
nized. Two weeks later, a ver-
sion of the same returns for 
Alumni Weekend, but follow-
ing this a stillness takes hold 
that is not to be broken until 
the coming fall. The students, 
and hence all the usual commo-
tion, are elsewhere; sunning 
themselves on beaches, reading 
fat pulp novels, and generally 
indulging their less diligent 
instincts. 

Or are they? Not exactly. In 
fact, each summer nearly one in 
eight Haverford students 
remains at or near the College 
for work and study, a number 
large enough to ensure that the 
campus remains anything but 
ghostlike over the warm stretch 
from mid-May through late 
August. Add to this the various 
summer sports camps hosted at 
Haverford, summer construc-
tion projects, constant campus 
tours and other activities such 
as the Staff Association Picnic 
in June, and you have a College 
which all summer long is, in 
student parlance, "rockin'." On 
the students' side, more than 
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Members of the grounds crew last summer, Chad Poist '94 and Sarah Skorpuski '96 are mulching a tree near the duck pond. 
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This P By Matt 

C e 	Fitzgerald '93 

This past summer, 

as every summer, 

more than 150 

students remained 

at or near the 

College for play, 

work and study, 

but mostly for the 

latter two pursuits. 

Housed largely in 

Haverford College 

Apartments, as 

house-sitters in 

professor's homes, 

and in nearby 

private apart-

ments, these so-

called summer 

stragglers could be 

seen all over 

campus working in 

laboratories, tend-

ing the grounds, 

and doing all those 

other things that 

make you think of 

summer vacation. 
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150 current and newly-graduated Fords 
tarry near campus over the summer each 
year. Most take up residence in Haverford 
College Apartments on the southern edge of 
campus, others live in a professor's home as 
housesitters (as Paul Dubbeling '94 and 
Kevin McCulloch '94 did this summer in 
the home of John Whitehead Professor of 
Philosophy Aryeh Kosman), and still others 
find group-housing situations or apartments 
in towns nearby. Before 1972, the HCA 
(formerly HPA) apartments were not avail-
able to students, but since that time dozens 
of apartments, each with its own kitchen 
and bathroom, have been open at reduced 
rates to those who wish to stay at Haverford 
over their "vacation." Students who work as 
Serendipity Camp counselors receive free 
housing in HCA during the eight weeks 
when the camp is prepared for and held. 

Students who remain at the College to 
conduct research represent the largest seg-
ment of the so-called "summer stragglers." 
Of these students, most are laboratory-sci-
ence majors, as funding for such research is 
abundant and because gaining extensive lab-
oratory experience is of particular impor-
tance for these students. The funding that 
supports the College's research opportuni-
ties comes from a variety of sources, includ-
ing the Howard Hughes Scholars Program, 
the Meldrum Alumni Fund, The Minority 
Scholars Fund of the Provost's Office, and 
individual benefactors such as current and 
former board members. 

In the biology department, teams of stu-
dents work with one of several professors 
each summer on a project led by that faculty 
member. For rising seniors such as Megan 
Traversari '95, this research constitutes part 
of the required senior research project, and 
for underclass students like Wakengo Maha-
niah '96 it serves as a chance to develop 
important laboratory skills and take part in a 
professional-level research project as it 
unfolds. This past summer, both Megan and 
Wakengo, along with several other students, 
served in the laboratory of Assistant Profes-
sor of Biology Lois Banta. There they helped 
to carry out experiments involving agrobac-
terium tumefaciens, a soil bacteria that causes 
tumors in a variety of plants. It has been 
determined that this bacteria is able to alter 
the genetic material of the plant cells it 
affects, which is particularly noteworthy  

because bacteria and plants do not even 
belong to the same kingdom. Lois Banta has 
studied various aspects of this process for 
some time; the specific quest for Megan and 
the others this summer was to learn more 
about the particular means by which the 
transfer of genetic material is made. "I'm not 
sure if there is any direct 'practical' applica-
tion for this," observes Wakengo, but the 
results of their research could eventually lead 
to the breeding of transgenic plants that are 
resistant to viral infection. 

Also among the natural sciences, the 

Biology major Kurt Buechle '96 works in the 
laboratory of Assistant Professor Karl Johnson. 

departments of Physics, Chemistry and 
Astronomy employ students in research 
every summer. Research opportunities in the 
social sciences tend to be fewer in number. 
Typically, such spots become available when 
an individual professor undertakes a research 
project that requires some assistance. This 
summer, Assistant Professor of Economics 
Linda Bell worked through a series of such 
projects and took on Sandeep Poonen '96 
and Zachary Gemignani '95 as research 
assistants from May through August. The 
first project involved preparation for a paper 
on the effects of minimum wage in develop-
ing countries, which Bell eventually deliv-
ered before the World Bank. Their coopera- 

tive research yielded the conclusion that in 
Mexico, where the minimum wage has been 
abandoned at a level too low to live on 
despite rocketing inflation, there is no effect 
on overall employment, while in Colombia, 
a country with a more livable minimum 
wage, the standard has a disemploying 
effect. To help reach this conclusion, 
Sandeep and Zach were needed to run data 
through statistical programs, create his-
tograms, tables and charts, and do some 
library research. Though the bulk of the cre-
ative aspect of the project remained in Bell's 
hands, of course, both students made efforts 

z  to find patterns and meaning among the 
3 data they handled. Both felt rewarded by the 
2  experience. "It's been nice," explains Zach, 

"to work in a close relationship with one of 
bu  my professors." He adds, "I've been able to see 

how 'real' economic research is done, and 
learned a lot about computers and other 
hands-on stuff that I'll be able to use in busi-
ness or something else in the future." 

In sociology, Idris Mgobozi '95 under-
took double duty this summer, simultane-
ously pursuing his own research with fund-
ing from the provost's office and working as 
a research proxy for Professor of sociology 
Mark Gould. The latter duty involved Idris' 
finding and copying research material and 
working closely with research librarians in 
order to forward Gould's study of the law 
and advanced economic theory, and to 
improve his own library skills. His indepen-
dent research, on the other hand, was far 
more personal, as it centered on some of the 
lasting problems in his native South Africa 
which are associated with the collision 
between itself and Europe in the colonial 
era. Taking a cue from Gould's studies 
involving jurisprudence, Idris is focusing on 
the law "as an historical index by which one 
can study historical transformations." He 
explains, "The present crises in South Africa, 
those of economics, polity and identity, have 
much to do with its early history. The activi-
ties of the English were extraordinarily effi-
cient and had disastrous consequences—
problems with which we as Africans and 
others of African descent are still grappling 
with." Idris' summer studies and learning in 
this regard meant a lot more to him than 
mere vocational preparation. In his own 
view, he says, "This research will allow me to 
say something about the political sociology 
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Aharon Levy '95 leads a refreshingly small campus tour with the new Whitehead Campus Center in the 
background The Admission Office is now housed in this building. 

of colonial African social formations. Per-
haps this melding of history and sociology 
can help me think about how we can pro-
ceed to build a better future for ourselves in 
Africa, our one and only home." 

Of these summer research opportunities 
as a whole, President Tom Kessinger 
remarks, "Although Haverford still does not 
run formal academic programs over the 
summer months, the availability of a large 
number of research assistantships provides 
important opportunities for students to gain 
invaluable experience working closely with 
faculty on research projects." He notes also 
that professor and student both tend to gain 
from these opportunities. "First hand 
knowledge of research issues and methods," 
he says, "helps students in career decisions 
and admission to graduate and professional 
schools. Assistance in the laboratories, 
libraries and data analysis helps faculty 
members make the best use of the summer 
months (when they are free from class 
preparation) to advance their research." 
Lewellyn Durney '95, a Chemistry major 
who conducted research into the structure of 
the active site on enzymes, supports 
Kessinger's assessment: "I've learned so 
many new techniques and gained such con-
fidence in the lab that I can't even begin to 
explain it," she says. "I have a lot of responsi-
bility and have to figure things out for 
myself, though of course all the professors in 
the Department are willing to help." 

Other academic departments offer non-
research summer opportunities to students. 
Each year, for example, the Philosophy 
Department hires one of its fresh graduates 
to edit and publish the collected senior the-
ses of the Philosophy majors in a permanent 
volume. This year Paul Dubbeling took the 
post, which involved his reading carefully 
each of the seven senior theses (including his 
own) several times, suggesting edits accord-
ing to the Chicago Manual of Style and his 
own knowledge of language and philosophy, 
corresponding with the authors about the 
changes, making the edits, and producing 
the final volume in August. Though Paul 
worked from the office of Aryeh Kosman 
and was officially under the direction of Phi-
losophy Department Chair Ashok 
Gangedean, his work was largely unsuper-
vised, which he enjoyed. "It's been good," 
he says, "to sit down quietly and use my  

head for a job, which I haven't really had a 
chance to do before." 

In the Special Collections room at Mag-
ill Library, two students and one new alum-
na were employed this past summer. Hillery 
Smith '95 and Karyn Tappe '94 worked to 
preserve and organize important historical 
materials with a Haverford or Quaker con-
nection. Hillery worked primarily with pho-
tographs, including those of the celebrated 
John Bullock, class of 1897, while Karyn 
focused on letters and biographical materials 
of such luminaries as Douglas Steere, who 

formerly taught philosophy at the College. 
Kevin Jones '94-'95 wore two hats in Special 
Collections. His primary role was as a super-
visor for the Quaker Collection Summer 
Internship for High School Students. A 
sociology major who is currently taking his 
last semester at Fisk College, Kevin had 
served in the same capacity during the previ-
ous summer. The program, which was initi-
ated in 1992 by Emma Lapsansky, curator 
of the Quaker Collection, is designed to 
afford underprivileged minority high school 
students, usually from Philadelphia and 
Ardmore, the opportunity to gain valuable 
research and library skills, as well as an 
understanding of the functioning of a library 

and the important role of special collections. 
Among other activities, Kevin assisted the 
students with morning workshops, journal 
writing, and field trips. In addition to being 
a rewarding job for him, Kevin's work in the 
Quaker Collection will prove relevant to his 
long-term career goals. He explains, "In par-
ticular, I'd really like to use what I've learned 
at Haverford and in other jobs I've had to go 
back into the African-American community 
and see what I can do." 

For those more inclined to outdoor pur-
suits in the summer there are each year sev- 

eral positions on the grounds crew that are 
open to students. The work is hot and stren-
uous, but despite the heat and fatigue these 
students seem to have the most fun of all the 
summer stragglers. Beginning at 7:30 in the 
morning each day, the tanned, ruddy young 
men and women are led out in two separate 
groups headed by Horticultural Assistants 
Lisa DiNardo and Carol Wagner. Some 
days are devoted to maintenance, meaning 
weeding, mulching, watering, tree-pruning 
and all-around tending of existing vegeta-
tion. Other days are project days, which 
involve creating new plant and flower beds 
and other creative landscaping work. The 
tasks are all very social, though; conversation 
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Bob DeRose is a current senior biology major who spent this past summer conducting research in the 
laboratory of Professor Mel Santer. 

and joking around continue throughout the 
day and, according to DiNardo, "We all do 
a lot of bonding." When she says this her 
crew laughs, but the teasing itself is proof of 
her point. Many of the students on the 
crews do not know each other well before-
hand, and the close, prolonged contact 
between these near-strangers forms friend-
ships that otherwise might never have 
begun. 

It would be a mistake to consider the 
groundswork mindless manual labor—for 
this crew, anyway. There is a palpably medi- 

tative, even spiritual aspect to the work they 
do. On project days, students and supervi-
sors together take an active creative role in 
designing landscaping features that work 
within natural constraints and are maximally 
aesthetically pleasing. The crews talk to the 
plants they tend, "and it's not just idle chit-
chat," quips DiNardo, and when a particu-
lar plant must be torn up it is acknowledged 
and thanked beforehand—more than half 
seriously. Wagner's attitude toward her 
supervisory role is equally zen: "I don't look 
at the students so much as workers who help 
get things done during the summer, but 
more as people to whom I can pass on as 
much knowledge as possible about plants 

and planting so they can use it later in life." 
And along with this knowledge and experi-
ence with nature comes a heightened appre-
ciation for it, especially through exciting 
events such as the occasional duck rescue or 
the instance this summer when the crews 
found a snapping turtle laying her eggs in an 
area where fresh planting had been done. 
Sometimes also a worker will stumble upon 
a dead squirrel or rabbit, and work halts 
temporarily so that it can be buried. 

Another option that involves some time 
spent in the sunny outdoors is work with the 

Admission Office, which a lucky few stu-
dents are accepted to do each summer. This 
year Aharon Levi '96 was one such worker, 
who led tours of campus (that's the outdoor 
part of it) and spoke with prospective stu-
dents and their parents about the College. 
With upwards of 3,000 people visiting the 
admission office during the summer months, 
he and his peers found themselves scarcely 
less busy than the grounds crew students 
whom they often passed on tours. While giv-
ing roughly the same tour twice a day every 
day and being asked the same questions 
repeatedly "can make you feel like a robot," 
says Aharon, each day enough interesting 
and unexpected things happen to keep one 

on his or her toes. As examples of such 
instances, Aharon relates the story of the par-
ent who during a question-and-answer ses-
sion suddenly asked, "so how's the sex here?" 
and tells about one polite-to-a-fault family 
that said "thank you" a cumulative 84 times 
(he estimates) during a single tour. 

Perhaps the busiest outdoor work of the 
summer at the College is done at Serendipi-
ty Day Camp, where counselors exhaust 
themselves with children on a daily basis for 
a span of eight weeks between late June and 
mid-August. Serendipity was established in 
the 1960s as a means to provide financially 
disadvantaged children in the area with a 
summer day camp opportunity and to 
strengthen ties between Haverford and the 
surrounding community. Though success-
ful, the camp ceased operating for a number 
of years in the 1970s and 80s, until Director 
of 8th Dimension Marilou Allen revived it 
in 1987. This year the College hosted about 
100 campers between the ages of 5 and 14 
and hired 18 counselors, all but one of 
whom were Haverford students or recent 
graduates. These counselors guided the 
campers through innumerable activities 
from 8:30 in the morning until 3:00 in the 
afternoon each weekday. Daily activities 
ranged from swimming to cooperation 
games to learning to juggle, and among the 
special events were a trip to see a Philadel-
phia Phillies baseball game at Veterans Sta-
dium, a sundae party, a family picnic, and 
drama night. 

Serendipity co-directors Alex Case '94 
and Edward Crooke '94 began the giant pro-
ject of organizing the camp as early as last 
February, interviewing candidates for coun-
selor positions, setting up field trips, apply-
ing for a grant for a tutoring program, and 
overseeing countless other details. According 
to Alex, who had worked as a counselor for 
the two previous summers, the enormous 
effort was worthwhile: "I just get so much 
out of the kids," he says. "It's really terrific to 
interact with these kids and to try and make 
a difference in their lives. I also feel that I'm 
learning a lot from the experience of organiz-
ing something this large, and also from hav-
ing to act as a supervisor for some of my own 
peers. There's a delicate balance between 
friendship and authority that I walk with the 
counselors, and I think it's worked out well." 

There are still other roles occupied by stu- 

22 	 HAVE RF 0 RD ALUMNI MAGAZINE 



dents here and there during the summer 
months at Haverford. The reference desk at 
Magill Library employs a few, the information 
desk at the new Whitehead Campus Center is 
staffed by students, others work with sports 
camps hosted at Haverford, and various 
administrative departments as well receive 
valuable help from young Fords. Included 
among these departments is Publications, 
which produces this very magazine, and did so 
this summer with the editorial assistance of 
Megan Breslin '94. Indeed, it is difficult to 
find a place at Haverford where students can-
not be found during the summer break. 

But it is not all work—after all, these are 
college students we are discussing. A wealth 
of different leisure opportunities exists in the 
area which are taken full advantage of by the 
summer stragglers. This summer a volleyball 
net stood outside one of the HCA apart-
ments and was used nearly every night by a 
host of people looking to move their limbs 
during the cooler post-supper hours. Biolo-
gy major David Rylak '96 used his time out-
side the lab to practice bass guitar, keep in 
shape for baseball, and attend Phillies games. 
Daihung Duong '96 and others from the 
Biology and Physics labs put together a soft-
ball team and joined the Villanova Summer 
League. There were some students, such as 
Chemistry major Lewellyn Durney '95, who 
spent so much time in the laboratory, even 
on weekends, that any outside time was 
quickly swallowed up by tasks such as doing 
laundry and preparing meals. Moreover, sev-
eral of the students I spoke with listed dish-
washing as one of their primary activities 
outside of work. Others, including Mark 
Sloan '96 and Christopher Slocum '96, will-
ingly made leisure pursuits an even greater 
impossibility by taking on volunteer work—
in their case at nearby Bryn Mawr Hospital. 

For these students, the renewal of the 
hectic school-year schedule in September 
would constitute almost a relief from the 
breakneck pace they maintained from mid-
May until HCA released most of them in 
August in order to prepare the apartments 
for their next occupants. But most likely they 
have remained equally busy. It might also be 
unwise to assume that those students who 
labored elsewhere over the hot months were 
any less occupied. Beach days and pulp nov-
els remain rare indulgences for this crowd. 
And this is the slacker generation? 
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Serendipity Camp Counselor Dave Bikham '95 helps Gina Hummel make her own juggling ball. 

 

FALL 1994 
	

23 



BOOKS 

Buttrick, David '48. A Captive Voice: The 
Liberation of Preaching. Westminster/John 
Knox Press, Louisville, KY, 1994 (xii + 164 

PP). 

David Buttrick calls for a return to a 
more accessible form of preaching, one 
inspired with the knowledge that preaching 
is part of the word of God, and created in 
consideration of an audience and the cur-
rent events affecting that audience. He 
begins by exploring the relationship 
between the Bible and preaching, outlining 
the biblical theology movement and Karl 
Barth's extremely influential argument that 
only the scripture itself contains the word of 
God, as well as his contention that sermons 
ought to be concerned only with scripture. 
Buttrick argues that in this scheme of 
preaching, the church is strangely silent on 
public affairs, and thus fails to make itself 
relevant to the contemporary issues facing 
the congregation. Instead, Buttrick suggests, 
preaching ought to use the Bible to promote 
the gospel in the context of the present age, 
taking into consideration the tensions 
between Christianity and culture as well. 

Buttrick is clear and careful in his argu-
ments, pausing to underscore a point or to 
demarcate the limits of his claims. For 
example, although he disputes the basing of 
sermons solely on Biblical texts, he 
nonetheless affirms the use of the Bible in 
preaching, pointing to its stories as an ideal 
focus for a sermon, since "human meaning 
is usually found in narrative structures." He 
is careful to point out, however, that "story 
is no guarantee of meaning." Rather, he 
concludes, the story "must be mythic; it 
must be the story of God and a//humanity, 
a bigger narrative than our personal stories 
or even a Christian church story." Meaning 
is to be found not necessarily in individual 
passages or lines, but in the overall narra-
tive, "a story with a beginning and an 
end...a narrative understanding of how God 
may interface with our sinful humanity." 
While the Bible is affirmed, Buttrick makes 
it clear that preaching has a special place as 
the word of God. 

But while he advocates preaching which 
will be accessible and interesting for the 
congregation, he takes exception to preach-
ing according to the whims of the parish-
ioners. That is to say, Buttrick insists upon  

the preaching of moral truth, even when 
that truth demands that the congregation 
examine its own values and actions. On the 
contrary, he argues, evangelism is necessari-
ly allied with social underdogs, and ought to 
go "hand in hand with social concern." 

The book does not confine itself to the-
oretical points about preaching, however. In 
fact, it contains a constructive example of 
how to put together a sermon according to 
the ideals laid out earlier in the book. As 
well, Buttrick makes some speculations 
about the future of the church in America, 
calling for understanding of other religions 
as a precursor to spreading the gospel. A 
book that is accessible to clergy and layper-
sons alike, A Captive Voice makes for com-
pelling and convincing reading. 

—Megan Breslin '94 

Ghiglione, Loren '63, Janet Rodell, and 
Michael Rodell '62 (eds.). Rodell Revisited: 
Selected Writings of Fred Rodell. Fred B. 
Rothman & Co., Littleton, CO. (xli +265 

PP). 

In this collection of writings, edited by 
Janet and Mike Rodell '62 and Loren 
Ghiglione '63, the last of whom contributes 
a biographical introduction, we encounter 
the unique and startling mind of the late 
Fred Rodell '26, "a clever, sometimes cur-
mudgeonly, critic of the American legal sys-
tem." 

A professor of law at Yale University 
over several decades (beginning in 1933), 
Rodell gained infamy for his biting criticism 
of the institution of American law and of 
others in the law profession, and for his 
insistence that legal articles remain as down-
to-earth as possible, as his own certainly 
were. As in a variety of other respects, 
Rodell was unique among members of his 
profession in that he scorned its insularity 
and its bombastic trappings; he made a 
point of never taking a bar exam, his articles 
were regularly published in popular maga-
zines, and his books were extremely well 
received by the lay public. 

The essays and articles contained in this 
collection offer copious examples of 
Rodell's characteristic dry wit and some 
entertainingly scalding appraisals of various  

enemies located at the Harvard Law School. 
In one essay, we learn that "the legal trade, 
in short, is nothing but a high-class racket," 
and why this is so. The United States 
Supreme Court, about which Rodell wrote 
more than one memorable book, is also the 
subject, and sometimes the victim, of his 
most acerbic pen. Included at the end of the 
book are several of Rodell's witty poems, 
including the 1962 Haverford commence-
ment address. 

The overall portrait that emerges from 
the whole is one of a man of great intelli-
gence, obstinacy, principle, and humor, 
who cared deeply about his students, as well 
as for the preservation of readable English 
against the hopelessly obtuse "legalese" that 
dominates the legal trade. 

—Megan Breslin '94 

Johnson, Douglas H. '71. Nuer Prophets: a 
History of Prophesy from the Upper Nile 
in the Nineteenth and Twentieth 
Centuries. Clarendon Press, Oxford, 
England, 1994 (467 pp). 

As an undergraduate, Douglas Johnson 
was already much preoccupied with Africa. 
He studied Arabic at Penn, wore an 
Egyptian jabalia, and grew a large beard 
which John Spielman referred to as "the 
African bush." He has lived for many years 
in England, with extensive periods in south-
ern Sudan for field research and, more 
recently, as an administrator for famine 
relief. The Nuer, about whose history he 
has written his new book, are well known to 
anthropology on account of the famous 
studies of their religion and social organiza-
tion written by the great British anthropolo-
gist E.E. Evans-Pritchard. Douglas' long-
awaited book (well, by some of us) is an 
anthropologically informed history of 
southern Sudan from the earliest colonial 
times to the present, focused on Nuer 
prophets; it provides a much-needed histor-
ical setting for the anthropology of not only 
the Nuer but their neighbors and linguistic 
cousins. More than that, it is an exemplary 
synthesis of material from colonial adminis-
trative records with field experience and the 
memories of the Nuer themselves. 

It is fascinating to read how administra- 
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tors, supposing themselves to be practical 
men dealing with facts, interpreted what 
they encountered in terms of the fantasies of 
Africa enshrined in popular adventure sto-
ries of the day: the "tribe," the "chief," the 
"sinister witchdoctor." Nuer prophets, 
whose role Johnson shows to have been 
identified by the Nuer with defining and 
sustaining a moral community, were placed 
by the British in the last of these categories 
and treated as dangerous subversives. There 
followed a sad history of misunderstanding 
and violence. In recent decades, the long-
running civil war between the South and 
the Islamic, northern government of Sudan, 
and between several factions of southerners, 
is still sadder and more violent, but through 
it all Johnson shows the continuing though 
changing role of prophesy apparent in the 
life histories of individual prophets. 

The book, with its abundance of Nuer 
names and its detailed accounts of the Nuer 
and their history, is not light reading, nor 
should it be; history that takes its subjects 
seriously never is. Based on intimate person-
al knowledge of the southern Sudan, this 
will undoubtedly be recognized as a distin-
guished contribution to historical studies of 
the African continent as a whole. 
Congratulations, Douglas! 

—Wyatt MacGaffey 
John R. Coleman Professor of Social Sciences 

Kabat-Zinn, Jon '64. Wherever You Go 
There You Are: Mindfulness Meditation 
in Everyday Life. Hyperion, New York, 
NY, 1994 (xxi + 278 pp). 

Jon Kabat-Zinn provides some reflec-
tions on meditation in daily life in his 
newest offering, Wherever You Go There 
You Are: Mindfulness Meditation in 
Everyday Life. It is a journey into the inner 
self throughout which Kabat-Zinn pro-
motes the notion of mindfulness, a kind of 
moment-to-moment personal awareness, in 
which every nuance of feeling is experienced 
fully. The book is more a series of medita-
tions on meditation, whereas his previous 
work, Full Catastrophe Living: Using the 
Wisdom of Your Body and Mind to Face 
Stress, Pain, and Illness, is a comprehensive, 
step-by-step guide making available to the  

reader the program of the Stress Reduction 
Clinic at the University of Massachusetts 
Medical Center (which Kabat-Zinn 
directs). 

But while the book serves as a good 
companion to Full Catastrophe Living, it is 
not necessary to have read the former in 
order to appreciate the latter. The book 
consists of three parts, the first of which is a 
series of reflections on the practice of mind-
fulness, with a second part providing discus-
sions of the different meditations and sug-
gestions for how to put them into practice. 
The third section gives insights and sugges-
tions on a variety of subjects concerning 
meditation and daily life. Kabat-Zinn shows 
the reader some possibilities for a more ful-
filling existence, one which brings into bal-
ance the often conflicting tensions between 
the need for inner peace and daily demands 
on time and energy—a way to "develop 
other habits that bring us back to that ele-
mental yearning inside ourselves for 
warmth, stillness, and inner peace."  

The benefits of meditation are available 
even to those who can only devote a few 
minutes a day to its practice. Even five min-
utes of mindfulness practice can improve 
one's quality of life, he explains. 
Meditations include the "mountain medita-
tion," in which the enduring qualities of 
dignity and strength embodied by the 
mountain image are practiced, and the "lake 
meditation," employing the stillness of the 
water image. 

Throughout there are generous helpings 
of quotations from diverse sources which 
underscore the particular points being 
made. Kabat-Zinn discusses karma, the 
principle of ahisma, or non-harming, as well 
as childrearing as a form of meditation in its 
own right, with "each baby as a little 
Buddha or Zen master, your own private 
mindfulness teacher." He even shows how 
meditation can be brought to bear on such 
seemingly mundane happenings as cleaning 
the stove or being annoyed at finding cat-
food dishes in the sink. He is down-to-
earth, showing the reader that meditation is 
not "some weird cryptic activity" but rather 
"is simply about being yourself and know-
ing something about who that is." 

—Megan Breslin '94 

Marsden, George M. '59 The Soul of the 
American University: From Protestant 
Establishment to Established Nonbelief. 
Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1994 
(462 + xiv pp.) 

Academia has been bashing religion 
long enough now that believers can legiti-
mately present themselves as the new vic-
tims and decry the intolerance of the church 
bashers, who, we may remember, first began 
rooting religion out of the university in the 
name of tolerance. Leading the charge is 
George Marsden, who with this remarkable 
piece of historical scholarship chronicles the 
movement suggested by the book's subtitle 
and makes a convincing plea for a new 
inclusion of religious standpoints in the 
university that would bring its structure 
more in line with its pluralistic ideals. 

Essentially, Marsden (a history professor 
at Notre Dame) feeds the American univer-
sity system its own medicine, and all the 
more convincingly because it is done with-
out a hint of smugness or vengeful relish. 
The author takes great pains to be even-
handed, even delineating his own biases so 
that the reader can account for them along 
the way. Such candor does much to dispel 
the skeptical reader's incipient doubtful-
ness, but what does most in this regard is 
the sheer volume and clarity of the historical 
evidence. Quite aside from its enveloping 
didactic message, The Soul of the American 
University has great value as an exhaustive 
summary of the evolution of higher educa-
tion in America, particularly with respect to 
religion. 

More than just explaining the history 
and present state of his subject matter, 
Marsden also identifies the forces that have 
impelled the changes and brought about the 
existing standards. When analyzing the 
past, Marsden wisely treats historical events 
and trends as part of a dynamic system of 
sociological cause-and-effect, rather than as 
mere results of collective acts of conscious 
human will, as many scholars do. 
Unfortunately, though, when conjecturing 
about the future, he seems to forget all of 
this and suggests that we just change things, 
as if the course of future events, unlike past 
ones, is to be determined by collective acts 
of conscious will. Marsden's impressive 
book might have been that much more 
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impressive had he simply followed the tra-
jectory of his historical analysis into the 
future so as to predict what probably will 
happen to religion vis-a-vis the American 
University, instead of only describing the 
ideal state of affairs which he has convinced 
us to join him in welcoming. 

But this inconsistency is not so much a 
blemish as a limitation, and it is a small one: 
for who knows how far Marsden's eloquent-
ly expressed hope itself might go toward 
bringing about its own fulfillment? 

—Matt Fitzgerald '93 

Neubauer, Alexander '81. Conversations 
on Writing Fiction: Interviews with 13 
Distinguished Teachers of Fiction Writing 
in America. HarperCollins Publishers, Inc., 
New York, NY, 1994. (xviii + 236 pp.) 

The various creative writing teachers 
interviewed in this book, including Stanley 
Elkin and John Irving, offer a wealth of 
insights into the craft of writing. Alexander 
Neubauer, himself a writer, asks pointed 
questions that bring an immediate depth to 
the discussions. Knowledgeable about both 
the field of creative writing education in 
general and the careers of the particular 
authors with whom he speaks, Neubauer is 
deftly able to draw from his interviewees 
their most abiding and passionate views, 
their idiosyncrasies, pet peeves and personal 
biases. 

Issues of culture and the role of the cre-
ative writing workshop are explored, and 
inquiries are made into the relationship 
between teacher and student, and between 
the workshop and the larger world. And 
while a variety of viewpoints are offered on 
these subjects, there emerges one crucial 
point of universal agreement among the 
authors: the contention that writing must 
be an unflagging desire, an obsession, in a 
young writer if he or she is to succeed. 

—Megan Breslin '94 

Stowe, David W. '83. Swing Changes: Big-
Band Jazz in New Deal America. Harvard 
University Press, Cambridge, MA 1994. 
(300+xi pp.) 

Many of the best swing tunes are charac-
terized by an accessible, catchy melody that 
belies the complex instrumentation behind 
it. In this respect, Swing Changes is much 
like its subject matter, as the book's seam-
less, straightforward telling can distract one 
from the tremendous abundance of histori-
cal evidence and anecdote incorporated, as 
well as from the intricate structure by which 
the history unfolds. Swing was a form of 
music, Stowe shows us, that lent itself 
equally well to wild dancing and to rapt, 
sedentary listening, and there was always a 
large part of any audience doing either 
when the hot bands played. Stowe's study of 
swing and its times has a similarly doubled 
appeal; the reader may simply enjoy it for its 
content, or else actively admire the artifice 
behind it. 

The structure of the book is also appro-
priately jazzy. Its only linear aspects are a 
definite project and a general chronological 
movement, but within these parameters all 
else is circles. A few basic angles, such as 
race, drugs, the media, and economics are 
discussed in turn, moved away from, and 
returned to, with each loop adding more to 
the overall picture. This effect, coupled with 
the author's contentedness to articulate the 
many contradictions inherent to his topic 
without making any false gestures toward 
"solving" them, makes the experience of 
reading his book decidedly more like being 
there than having it all explained. 

But for all its outward resemblance to 
swing, Swing Changes creates a necessary 
distance between itself and the music. To 
understand swing is to hear it; Stowe's mis-
sion, on the other hand, is clearly not so 
much about getting inside the music as it is 
about discussing swing as a particular social 
phenomenon. One comes away from the 
book with a much better sense of what 
America was like in the 1930s and 1940s 
than of what swing actually sounded like, 
though the sound is treated, and treated 
well, from both a listener's and a musician's 
standpoint. On the social side, a vast 
amount of information is proffered about 
everything relevant to the music and its  

times, from the musicians themselves, to 
various aspects of the music business, to the 
many conflicts that surrounded swing. 
More than just presenting information, 
though, Stowe's analyses make some broad 
statements about the sociological laws that 
govern creativity, artistic consumption, 
fads, tastes, and other such matters. We see 
swing in both its uniqueness and its typical-
ity. And there are some darn hep pho-
tographs, to boot. 

—Matt Fitzgerald '93 

Books Received 
Bagby, George '65. Frost and the Book of 
Nature. University of Tennessee Press, 
Knoxville, TN 1993 (217 pp.) 

Harper, John Lamberton '72. American 
Visions of Europe: Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
George F. Kennan, and Dean Acheson. 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 
England 1994 (xi + 377 pp.) 

Authors are invited to send the College a copy of 
their latest books, as well as reviews and press 
releases, so that we may note them in future 
issues of the magazine. Books will eventually be 
turned over to Magill Library. Please send your 
materials to the Publications Office, Haverford 
College, Haverfora PA, 19041. 
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Stephen Collett '68 
A Friend of Conflict 
by Ryan Traversari '97 

NOT ALL QUAKERS AVOID CON-
flict. In fact, some even seek it out. As 

head of the Quaker United Nations Office, 
Stephen Collett '68 does just that; every day 
he leaps (intellectually) into the midst of 
sundry world conflicts and issues—in order 
to solve them, of course. Nor is discord any-
thing new to Stephen, as he has been 
acquainted with it and confronting it even 
since his days at Haverford. 

Stephen began his two-year stay at 
Haverford in the midst of rising U.S. 
involvement in the Vietnam struggle. As a 
class representative to Students' Council, he 
and other council members were "con-
cerned that their government, in the name 
of democracy, was over there doing things 
to people who probably only wanted 
democracy themselves." At the time, 
though, this concern was not yet widely 
shared, which made it both difficult for stu-
dents to get information about the escalat-
ing conflict and all the more urgent that 
whatever information they did acquire was 
disseminated to as many others as possible. 
"We were trying to learn the facts while 
raising a collective consciousness to the gov-
ernment's actions," Stephen recalls, and the 
more they learned the more concerned the 
campus grew. 

In the Spring semester of 1966, Stu-
dents' Council stopped all classes at the 
College. Collett explains that this action 
was taken "out of concern that the institu-
tion would educate us to a society that was 
geared at this time to take advantage of and 
harm others." Fundamental questions 
began to emerge about what the basis of an 
education should be. The status quo core 
curriculum was challenged by Stephen and 
others. He recalls a period of two months 
when he and his friends did not go to class, 
but educated themselves via teach-ins, tuto-
rials, and discussions. Of course not every-
one at Haverford was involved, but the 
council had enough support to change the 
core curriculum to better address the ways 
in which major social and political issues 
affect the world. 

But Stephen himself was never to enjoy 
the benefits of this improved curriculum.  

"I'd been so engaged in col-
lege and societal politics that 
I was not doing my home-
work," he explains. At the 
close of the semester, his sec-
ond year, he withdrew from 
Haverford to travel in Europe 
with a friend who was avoid-
ing the draft. The only thing 
that came with him was a 
copy of the I Ching, a book 
he had never returned to 
Magill Library. The canon of 
Chinese religion, he says, 
influenced his life, and the 
Buddhism that he had 
learned from the book result-
ed in a better understanding of his own reli-
gion. Raised a Quaker in a part of Ohio that 
contained all five branches of the Society of 
Friends, he grew up with the knowledge 
that his parents were tax resisters in accor-
dance with their faith. Stephen was aware 
also that his parents were challenging issues 
that were complex and controversial, 
searching for solutions that were informed, 
principled, and just. Stephen postulates that 
"you become a Quaker from conviction, 
not from your mother's milk," and it was in 
Europe that he became convinced of his 
faith. By the time he returned to college, in 
addition to having found a stable and pro-
ductive personal/religious outlook, he had 
married Befit Kyllingstad, a Norwegian 
woman with three children from a previous 
marriage, and had fathered a fourth child. 

Stephen received a B.A. degree in reli-
gion and history from Wilmington College, 
Ohio, in 1970, and an M.A. degree in 
human geography from the University of 
Colorado at Boulder in 1973. After teach-
ing for ten years at a university in Norway 
(his permanent home remains there), and a 
stint in teaching and development work at 
Earlham College, he had lost none of his 
former interest in issues of international jus-
tice in the spheres of environment, human 
rights, and political disputes. Hence, in 
1986, he accepted the position he maintains 
today as director of the Quaker United 
Nations Office. Befit took a position as pro-
gram staff at the Office and as director of 
Quaker House, a meeting center located a 
few blocks away. 

The Quaker United Nations Office is 
one of about 900 groups that maintain an  

official consultative status 
with the United Nations, 
but, Stephen says, "We are 
one of only a few with a 
regular staff. We have a staff 
of six." In a nutshell, 
Stephen's role is to support 
the UN process in a 
uniquely Quaker manner. 
"I sometimes describe our 
organization as a trumpet 
with horns at both ends," 
he says. In one direction, he 
and his co-workers gather 
information about various 
issues of international con-
cern and report on them to 

the UN, while at the same time they report 
UN activities to their constituency through 
publications, meetings and conferences. But 
"The apex of the job," according to Collett, 
"is to be able to establish informal meetings of 
senior diplomats and allow them to share 
their concerns and views on the solutions to 
a world problem." Such meetings most 
often take place at Quaker House, and their 
chief purpose, Stephen continues, "is to get 
people together to have a kind of off-the-
record talk that they're not having else-
where. It's a Quaker tradition that goes 
way, way back." 

The issues addressed by the Quaker UN 
program—which receives funding from the 
American Friends Service Committee, 
donations from its constituency (which is 
primarily but not exclusively Quaker), and 
from foundations for special projects—are 
highly varied. As examples of some recent 
involvements, Stephen mentions work con-
ducted by his office to create a treaty pro-
tecting the rights of migrant workers, dis-
cussions with officials from both North and 
South Korea, and a book published by the 
office in anticipation of a United Nations 
conference on women to be held in 1995. 
These issues and the many others addressed 
by the Quaker UN Office are issues that 
affect the entire world, and hence Stephen 
marshals his most abiding values and con-
victions—personal, religious, and others—
in facing them. "The problems that face me 
today as a Quaker representative to the UN 
arid the decisions that are made concerning 
them," he says, "will set a historical prece-
dent and can help to establish a new world 
order." 
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Jon Kabat-Zinn '64 
Making Meditation Mainstream 
by Megan Breslin '94 

CC  THE CHALLENGE WAS TO SEE IF WE 
couldn't excite people to explore their 

inner resources for dealing with the stress 
and pain of illness as a complement to what-
ever the health care system and their doctors 
could do for them," says Jon Kabat-Zinn, 
associate professor of medicine and founder-
director of the Stress Reduction Clinic at the 
University of Massachusetts Medical Cen-
ter, of the start of the clinic fifteen years ago. 
"It was done as an experiment to see if train-
ing in Buddhist meditative practices could 
be of value to people with chronic medical 
conditions." The clinic teaches people who 
suffer from chronic diseases such as cancer 
and AIDS, as well as people with less serious 
conditions, such as headaches. Over an 
eight-week span of time, each patient learns 
to use his or her mind and body to relieve 
some of the symptoms of their illnesses. The 
clinic teaches "mindfulness meditation," a 
process by which one comes to experience 
moment-by-moment awareness of oneself 
and learn to reduce the level of pain and 
stress in life. 

"In the work that we do, we are not try-
ing to suggest that people can cure them-
selves of cancer, or meditate their heart dis-
ease away," he explains. "Those things may 
or may not happen, but we feel that since the 
field is really in its infancy, you can't say with 
any reliability." In fact, he says, "the only 
thing that we can really say is that it makes 
sense to hedge your bets and put as much 
energy as possible into those lifestyle factors 
that we think are related to health." He 
emphasizes, however, that the clinic does not 
make promises such as "you'll lower your 
blood pressure or increase your t-cell 
counts," or an increased lifespan for cancer 
patients. Should such beneficial results occur, 
he says, "so much the better, but we're not 
going to promise anything. What we're most 
interested in is quality of life, and especially 
under very stressful circumstances." 

The clinic, then, is no promulgator of 
crackpot cures. In fact, Kabat-Zinn says of 
the clinic's work, "it is positioned right in 
the mainstream of medicine." He and the 
clinic were one of the subjects of Bill 
Moyer's recent PBS special, Healing and 

Mind and the con-
nection between 
mind and body has 
also been featured 
in the Consumer 
Reports guide enti-
tled Mind-Body.  
Medicine. 

But what is 
mindfulness medi-
tation, exactly? 
"The working defi-
nition of it would 
be paying attention 
on purpose, so it 
would be moment-
to-moment aware-
ness, but it's a par-
ticular kind of 
paying attention. It's non-judgmental, and 
it's oriented towards the present. You can 
observe very readily that most of the time 
we're not really paying attention to the pre-
sent moment because we're lost in our 
thoughts. And our thoughts very often have 
to do with theoretical realms, or about the 
future that hasn't happened yet, or about 
the past which already is over. And to that 
extent they screen you from full attentive-
ness to the present."  

"You can't distract yourself all the time 
from your problems, and sometimes if 
you're distracting yourself from your prob-
lems you're not solving them. So mindful-
ness is another way of dealing with problems 
by confronting them head-on." The term, 
he says, is a "broad, generic" one, which 
refers to yoga (taught mindfully), as well as 
meditations involving walking, eating, and 
sitting or lying down. 

A 1964 graduate of the College, Kabat-
Zinn was a chemistry major with the inten-
tion of going into biology. "What I was 
always interested in was biology of con-
sciousness, and I felt that I had to learn the 
`basic science/molecular' level first, so that I 
could understand more complex molecular 
systems later." At the same time, he recalls, 
he took a number of courses in comparative 
literature and the humanities. He felt at the 
time, he says, that "science really had to be 
able to hold the totality of human expression 
and understanding, including that domain 
that very often is not thought of as scientif-
ic." Professors such as Craig Thompson, 
whose medieval history course Kabat-Zinn  

took, as well as 
humanities courses 
with Gerhard Spiegler 
and English courses 
with Alfred Satterth-
waite, were influential, 
he says, but it wasn't 
until he got to M.I.T. 
for graduate school 
that he discovered 
meditation. After 
meeting a Zen master 
in 1966, he began 
practicing meditation. 
"I began to think, this 
is an incredibly valu-
able skill that we're 
not being exposed to 
in school, but that 

would be very helpful to people in a wide 
range of life situations." 

Kabat-Zinn saw a ready connection 
between scientific methodology and medita-
tion. In fact, he says, "that's what medita-
tion practice is, a challenge to live your life 
using your experience in the 'laboratory' for 
cultivating inner balance and flexibility, and 
a certain kind of clarity of perception and 
action. Of course, if you're living most of 
your time outside of the present moment, 
there's a certain way in which you're proba-
bly not going to function as well as if you 
were 100% in your life." 

To further the practice of mindfulness 
meditation, he not only has written two books 
and treated over 7,000 patients through the 
clinic, but oversees clinic outreach programs as 
well. He directs an inner city clinic, complete 
with on-site daycare and taxi transport, and 
with classes offered in Spanish, made possible 
through funding from the Nathan Cummings 
Foundation in New York City. In addition, 
he has worked with the Massachusetts Com-
mittee on Criminal Justice to help prisoners 
with addictions in an attempt to lessen recidi-
vism. Current plans are underway to perform 
a study of meditation's effect on women with 
breast cancer. In his teaching capacity at Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Medical Center, 
medical students learn about the connection 
between mind and body. And since the Bill 
Moyers special, Kabat-Zinn says, there has 
been "an enormous outpouring of interest" in 
the clinic, so it appears that this renewed 
respect for the "moment" need not be a 
momentary thing. 
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David Blume '88 
A Tasty Legacy: 
The Story of Skeeter's Pizza 
by Megan Breslin '94 

NOW IN ITS NINTH YEAR OF OPERA-
tion, Haverford's own Skeeter's Pizze-

ria has been relocated to the new Whitehead 
Campus Center. But despite its continuing 
popularity, few know in any detail the full 
story of its origins. Here it is: Conceived by 
David Blume '88 (now an investment 
banker with Bear Stern's Securities) in his 
first year at the College, Skeeter's began serv-
ing pies in the basement of Leeds dormitory 
in October 1985. While the idea for 
Skeeter's was originally a joke among David 
and his friends, who frequently ordered 
Domino's pizza, for David, who worked as a 
delivery person for the chain during his 
high-school years, the idea gradually took 
hold and became more serious. So, in the 
spring of his freshman year, David shared his 
thoughts with several candidates running for 
Students' Council who, once elected, 
advised him to submit a business plan for 
the proposed pizza parlor's operation. 
Approximately ten weeks later, Students' 
Council set aside a one-year loan of $5,000 
for the start-up of the business. "They fig-
ured if this worked out, then that would be 
money well spent," says David. These funds 
were combined with revenues from pizza 
coupons he had sold, plus some of his own 
money, and Skeeter's was born. 

The process of bringing Skeeter's into 
being was not always a smooth one, howev-
er. David faced difficulties in securing the 
Health Department's approval, as well as a 
separate insurance policy for the business. 
"It took a long time to secure all those 
things," he says. To get insurance, for exam-
ple, seemed next to impossible, until he 
finally called a food supplier and asked about 
it. "They said, 'David, we're not in the 
insurance business, but we can put you in 
touch with the guy that handles our insur-
ance. Maybe he can help you.'" Not only 
did this person provide insurance for 
Skeeter's, but he also helped David to gain 
the Health Department's approval for the 
operation. 

"It took us a little while to get the quality 
under control. The whole concept initially 
was, if it was cheap enough, people would buy  

it." But he adds that this concept only "carried 
us part of the way. Initially we were only open 
Thursday through Sunday nights and it 
became apparent that to stay in business we 
would have to be open seven days a week, so 
that was one of the early steps that we took." 

He recalls that Skeeter's took about a 
year and a half to catch on. "As of my senior 
year, everybody had grown up with Skeeter's 
and it was 'the place.' It wasn't so much the 
quality as it was people being used to order-
ing from it." 

Alison Volpe '93 was a first-year student 
when she started working at Skeeter's, then 
in its fourth year of operation. By the time 
she became a manager in the second half of 
her junior year, she had seen several changes 
in the pizzeria's operation. For one thing, 
the rules became stricter. The workers were 
required to be on time and show up for 
work, in contrast to the previous, more lax 
approach at Skeeter's. With the new rules 
and changes in the concentration of drivers, 
the operation became more efficient. Even-
tually, Skeeter's expanded its offerings, fea-
turing fresh tomato toppings, white pizza, 
and calzones. Alison recalls that selling over 
100 pizzas a night was "brisk business," 
while selling 125-135 could work the staff 
"over the limit." The business, although it 
rarely turned a profit, gave about sixty stu-
dents a relatively well-paying job with which 
they could still manage their studies, as well  

as giving some students the experience nec-
essary to get jobs at their hometown pizze-
rias over the summer. "When things are slow 
you end up just sitting around and talking," 
she says. "I made a lot of friends there and I 
think other people did too." 

In the spring of 1993, Skeeter's moved 
to its current location in the Whitehead 
Campus Center. Although the working area 
is small, it sports new coolers, a new prep 
table, and a gas oven more efficient than the 
old location's electric one. With Central 
Receiving downstairs and a nearby elevator, 
deliveries of pizza ingredients are easier, and 
the delivery drivers find the parking facilities 
much improved. For dine-in customers, 
seating is available in a larger area shared 
with the Coop. "I feel good about the fact 
that we're able to provide a cheap option for 
pizza," says current manager Will Kuehn 
'95, who notes that Skeeter's, which takes 
orders until 2:00 A.M. on weekends, is open 
later than other area pizzerias. 

Reflecting on the business he founded 
almost ten years ago, David says, "I look 
back on it and I think it was a great balance 
to a lot of the theoretical things I was study-
ing in school. I was a philosophy major, so I 
was doing something completely different as 
far as my education in the classroom was 
going. And this is something that I enjoyed 
tremendously, it was an incredible education 
experience." 
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION NAMES NEW PRESIDENT 

The everyday, but by no 

means commonplace, 

experience of having been 

a Haverford student 

belongs to generations of 

alumni. Each succeeding 

generation of graduates 

leaves its imprint on the 

College, wrestles with 

change, and shares com-

mon threads that weave 

together Haverford's past 

and present. Haverford's 

alumni association, 

established in 1856, goes 

to great lengths to serve 

the alma mater and to 

support its members in 

their lives after gradua-

tion. The ongoing work 

of the association contin-

ues through the current 

Executive Committee, its 

governing body the 

Alumni Council, and the 

Officers of the Associa-

tion. This June Michael 

Jenkins 75 stepped down 

as Alumni Association 

President, and Carlos 

Rodriguez-Vidal 79 

became his successor. 

W HAVE COME A 
ong way in the last 

eight or so years, in diversi-
fying the leadership of the 
Association and better defin-
ing our goals, our operating 
procedures and our relation-
ships with others in the Col-
lege community. I am espe-
cially gratified by the success 
we have had in reaching 
more of you through an 
ever-increasing number of 
locally organized regional 
programs; a special emphasis 
on recent alumni activities; 
alumni coordinated career 
placement and networking 
programs; publication of the 
Haverford Lawyers Directory 
the ongoing revitalization of 

UNDER THE LEADER-
ship of Deborah Lafer-

Scher '80 and Mike Jenkins 
'75, we began a strategic 
planning process at the 
Executive Committee of the 
Alumni Association. We 
defined roles, set goals, 
began implementing them, 
and will continue that work 
to assure that the Associa-
tion, through all of its com-
ponents, makes a valuable 
and welcome contribution 
to the well-being of the Col-
lege. 

Several projects which 
deserve our reiterated sup-
port are already underway. 
Our Alumni Admissions 
Strategic Plan has just com-
menced and will require 
considerable time and energy 
from many of our volunteers 
to assist and support the 
Admissions Office's efforts 
to continue to identify and  

the alumni admissions net-
work; on-campus multicul-
tural programming for stu-
dents and alumni; terrifically 
organized reunion week-
ends; and establishment of a 
gay/lesbian/bisexual group 
within the association. Mak-
ing Haverford and the Asso-
ciation relevant and useful to 
our alumni body, bringing 
all alumni and alumni 
groups into the fold and 
using the many resources of 
our alumni body to assist 
Haverford and its current 
and future student popula-
tion continue to be our pri-
orities. 

As I turn the Presidency 
over to Carlos, I want to 

attract the best and brightest 
students to Haverford. A 
new and more informative 
alumni directory is sched-
uled for publication in May 
1995. We will also seek to 
achieve greater alumni par-
ticipation in and contribu-
tions to HAVERFORD, the 
alumni magazine. 

Above all, alumni of 
diverse cultural backgrounds 
are welcome to return to 
Haverford. If you cannot 
make it back physically, do 
so electronically through 
Internet. Do contribute 
your time and ideas to make 
Haverford an even finer 
institution. To promote 
Haverford's diversity, we 
must strive to support its 
evolving, yet constant inner 
core — the common threads 
of a top-quality education, 
of never-ending intellectual 
curiousity, and of Quaker  

express my deep gratitude to 
Diane Wilder and her staff 
for all their hard work, and 
to members of the Executive 
Committee and the College 
Administration for their 
commitment to an active 
alumni association. This 
opportunity to re-experience 
Haverford has been great 
fun and a welcome respite 
from my other world. It has 
awakened more than a few 
thoughts and feelings wor-
thy of re-examination in my 
life. Thanks to all of you for 
the opportunity. 

[J, 
Michael Jenkins '75 

values that reinforced our 
own. From our indvidual 
standpoint, each of us can 
help in that endeavor. Come 
back to campus. Volunteer 
your time to recruit an 
excellent athlete, a talented 
musician, or a tri-lingual 
chess grand master. Con-
tribute to our scholarship 
funds. Give us a call. Drop 
us a line. Get back in touch. 
We look forward to greet 
you. 

Very cordially yours, 

Carlos A. Rodriguez-
Vidal '79 
President, Alumni 
Association 
P. 0. Box 9878 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 
00908-9878 
(809) 759-4117 
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Events of Special Interest to Alumni 
and Friends of the College 
For a All list of upcoming Haverford events in your 
area, please contact the Alumni Office. 

1995 
Tom Kessinger '63 Visits Puerto Rico, Janu-

ary 10 
Altherr Memorial Symposium, March 25 
Alumni Weekend, May 26-28 

1996 
Fractured Forties—A Celebration of the 

World War II Era Alumni, May 31-
June 2. 

Thank You! 
Every summer Haverford alumni and par-
ents organize parties to welcome incoming 
first-year students to Haverford. This year's 
organizers of Class of 1998 Parties include: 
Atlanta, GA John Floyd '75; Baltimore, 
MD Jonathan LeBreton '79; Boston, MA 
William Kelley '63; Chicago, IL Mary Hoff 
'88, Peter Lucas '64, and Howard Prossnitz 
'73; Dallas, TX Richard Lyon '68; Los 
Angeles, CA David Fogelson '73; Philadel-
phia, PA Christopher Dunne '70; and in 
Potomac, MD Leonard, Susan and Zachary 
'98 Miller and Rob Eisinger '87. 

From Gopher Hole to Whole 
For the eager, there may be some disappoint-
ment on discovering that the Haverford 
Gopher (access via Internet) is not yet brim-
ming with useful campus facts, figures, and 
upcoming events. Don't despair; with careful 
planning (which takes time) the College 
hopes to avoid some common Gopher pit-
falls that include unorganized, partial, out-
of-date information, or information that 
can't be easily located. If you'd like to be 
alerted when the Gopher becomes available, 
please send your e-mail address to 
alumni@haverford.edu. We will keep you 
posted. 

"Network News" Subscription 
All alumni are invited to subscribe to Net-
work News, a bi-weekly listing of employ-
ment opportunities throughout the country 
that have been sent to the Career Develop-
ment Office. Issues have included opportu-
nities in Communications, Arts, Advertis-
ing, Business, Science, Public Relations, 
Research, Education, Government, Human 

Services, Computer, Environmental, 
Health, Law, Public Interest, and more! 
Rates for 12 issues (6 months) are $15.00 or 
$13.00 for recent graduates (within 1 year of 
graduation). Call or write the office for a 
subscription form and a complimentary 
copy of the most recent issue. Alumni are 
also encouraged to notify the Career Devel-
opment Office of position openings to be 
included in the Network News: 
Career Development Office, Haverford Col-
lege, 370 Lancaster Avenue, Haveiford, PA 
19041. (610)896-1181. FAX (610)896-
1224 

Hillel Mailing List 
Hillel is, currently updating its alumni mail-
ing list. If you would like your name added 
to the list, -please contact: Hillel Director 
Mindy Shapiro, 610-896-4918. 

Haverford Lamda Alumni 
The Alumni Association's network of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender alumni 
encourages all interested alumni and their 
friends and family to join its ranks. The 
group is committed to being a resource for 
alumni as well as current members of the 
Haverford community and has initiated a 
number of projects. This past June, 35 
members of the group gathered for a recep-
tion in New York City in conjuction with 
the Stonewall 25th anniversary celebration. 
The group will next meet on the Haverford 
campus on Saturday, October 15 during 
Haverford's Homecoming Weekend. For 
more information or to add your name to 
the Lamda Alumni mailing list, please con-
tact: Michael Gluck '82, 9039 Sligo Creek 
Parkway, #1406, Silver Spring, MD 20901 
(U.S. mail), 301-589-1065 (telephone), or 
MGL UCK@OTA. GOV  (e-mail). 

Offerings 
Heels Over Head in Love with Language: 
An Evening with Richard Lederer '59 
Richard Lederer – National Public Radio 
commentator, sydicated columnist, and 
author of Anguished English, Crazy English, 
The Miracle of Language, and other popular 
books on language – dazzled Haverfordians 
and guests with language artistry – a verbal 
performance extraordinaire– during Alumni 
Weekend '94. Fortunately, his talk was cap-
tured on cassette tape and is available. $3.50 
per tape includes postage and handling. 

[Editor's Note: Lederer's newest work, "Liter-
ary Trivia," will be published this November, 
and is dedicated to Haverford's English 
Department.] 

Haverford College: A Video Postcard 
The creation of Kathleen Hayden '94 and 
Mia Fromm '94, this five-minute montage 
artfully overlays Haverford songs ( Viva la 
Haverford)  with scenes of campus life and 
student activities. $5.00 per tape includes 
postage and handling. 
Please send check or money order made payable 
to Haverford College to either: Video Postcard 
or Lederer Tape, do Alumni Office, Haver-
ford College, 370 Lancaster Avenue, Haver-
ford, PA 19041-1392. 

The Alumni Relations Office's e-mail address 
is alumni@haverford.edu. The Office tele-
phone number is 610-896-1004. 

NEW ALUMNI DIRECTORY & 
LOST ALUMNI—MAY, 1995 
If you haven't yet received the 1995 Alumni 
Directory Questionnaire, please call the Alum-
ni Office for a copy. To make the Directory as 
complete as possible, we would like to try and 
find the following"lost" alumni: 

1929 
Theodore E. Baker 

1930 
Howard W. Drake Jr 
Noel L. Murray 

1931 
Carl A. Schopbach 

1932 
Parker V. Lawrence, 2nd 
Melville C. Stockwell 

1933 
Evan M. Blanchard 

1934 
Charles S. Barrett 
Cuthbert A. Pitter 
Harry E. Rice 

1935 
William T. McIntyre, Jr. 
Alan R. Pretzfeld 
Richard R. Smith 
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NOTES FROM THE ASSOCIATION 

LOST ALUMNI 

1936 	 I. Rolv Lind 	 1954 
Philip H. Angier 	 Charles Long, II 	 Robert S. Clark 
David G. Fagen 	 Thomas S. Englar, Jr. 
William D. Mason 	 1948 	 Joel B. Goldstein 
William H. Mink 	 William R. Clark 	 Robert L. Halberstadt, Jr. 
Ralph D. Spangler 	 Murray F. Freeman 	 Norman Jolliffe, Jr. 
Fowler H. Stratton 	 Ta-Kuang Li 	 Charles A. Morchand 

John M. McCloud 	 Lee Morgan 

1937 	 John A. Stone 	 Victor A. Peckham, Jr. 

Robert C. Bone, Jr. 	 Nathaniel K. Poole  
Richard B. McLaughlin 	 1949 	

George J. Sudlow 

Albert L. Scott, Jr. 	 George N. Acker 
Daniel A. Barron 	 1955 

1938 	 Nathaniel F. Cooper 	 Calvin C. Barnhart 

Gerald H. G. Buerger 	 Francis A. Davis, Jr. 	 Samuel Contakos 

H. A. Deuel 	 Kenneth A. Gardner • 	 Pierce 0. Hazelton 

William W. O'Hara 	 Philip C. Garrett, 2nd 	 Stephen J. Kahn 

Peter E. V. Paris 	 George A. Gothberg Jr. 	 Donald R. Maiden, Jr. 

Ernst H. van Haagen 	 G. Stanley Hammond 	 Arnold McKay 

Paul S. Kelly 	 Michael V. Shor 

1940 	 Robert Robertson 

Silas H. Crounse, Jr. 	 Harry H. Schmidt 	 1956 

Kenneth Prescott 	 John E. Travers 	 Richard F. Dinge 

Col. John T. Sharkey 	 Eric T. Howland 

1950 	 John H. Mikhail 

1941 	 Robert B. Betson 	 Guy G. Sotomayer 

Robert V. Sieloff 	 Wesley R. Betson 	 Phillip M. Street  
Robert E. Brown 	 Robert M. Turner 

David S. Harden 	 Harold D. Weaver, Jr. 

John A. Jackson 	 Joseph J. Zamba-Reeves 

Phillip M. Pierso 
Walter D. Robertson 	 1957 

1944 	 Alexander D. Sellers 	 John H. Anderson, Jr. 
Alfred C. Boysen, Jr. 	 Robert W. Smith 	 W. Bruce Fairweather, Jr. 
Manuel J. Gomez 	 Robert W. Fine 
William E. Howe 	 1951 	 Samuel J. Hodges 
Roger S. Marxsen Julian C. Biddle 	 Robert W. Hunt 

Alan L. Grout, Jr. 	 Everett L. Jones 

P. Scott Jochanan 	 Arthur L. Tawell  
Louis Lung 
John A. Moritz 	 1958 
Frank A. Penn 	 Leslie A. Ewen 
Peter Thoran 	 Raymond B. Robinson 

1946 	 Richard H. Todd, Jr. 
Robert H. Behrens 	 1952 	 Anthony W. Wiggenhorn 
Stanley S. Burns Jr. 	 Lloyd Alexander 
Robert C. Courtright 	 Jun Ayusawa 	 1959 
Bruce G. Lippincott 	 Jeremy F. Boissevain 	 Edward E. Bomar 
Harold V. Lynch, Jr. 	 David A. Dewees 	 W. Michael Brown 
Vasco E. Nunez, Jr. 	 Richard H. Louis 	 Michael L. Fowler 
Hans E. Petersen 	 Harold A.S. Miller 	 Richard G. Gould 
Lars 0. Petersen 	 Richard A. Hook 
Robert C. Stackhouse 	 1953 	 David M. Hutt 
Daniel M. Taylor, Jr. 	 David S. Fuller 	 Jean Claude Rachline 
William H. Wheeler 	 Theodore J. Kopf 	 Raymond H. Rignall, Jr. 

Norman D. Mattson 	 Fred G. See  
1947 	 George Nash 	 Don M. Segal 
Charles E. Beaulieu 	 Peter Parkhurst 	 Robert W. Trenbath 
Samuel H. Chapman, 3rd 	Robert R. Reynolds 	 Robert H. Weeks 

1943 
Kenedon P. Steins 

1945 
Theodore M. Hiltner 
Masamori Kojima 
Robert B. White 

Robert 0. Weidman 

1960 
Edward Boice, Jr. 
Mitchell D. Clogg, Jr. 
Jarret N. Cohan 
Joseph C. LoCicero, Jr. 
Paul C. McGee 
Donald McKelvey 
John M. Morrissey 
Robert A. Van Alphen 

1961 
Terry Downs 
George A. Gibson 

1962 
Jonathan C. George 
David L. Klein 
David W. Mitchell 
J. Christopher Shillock, 3rd 
Robert C. Sullivan 
John C. Towle 

1963 
Wayne E. Hammaker 
William D. Learned 
Russell E. Westberg 

1964 
Terron K. Dodd 
John A. Gordon, Jr. 
David M. Jackson 
Olufemi 0. Ogundipe 
Ralph D. Phipps 

1965 
Lewis E. Anthony 
Robert A. Baskerville 
Kerry S. Berland 
Reed W. Carson 
Derek Evans 
Walter Friedman 
Michael P. Georges 
James B. Livingston 

1966 
Mark S. Coleman 
Doyle B. Davis 
Roger W. Eaton 
Stephen C. Kurian 
Charles C. Mills 
Lawrence I. Ritchey 
Nicholas Rockwell 
David W. Salner 
G. Douglas Stern 
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1967 Nathan R. Bell 1982 Karen A. Ives 
Alfred W. Baker Bernd G.E. Merkel Walter D. Armstrong, III Nina E Kallen 
Robert D. Bott James 0. Wright Stavros P. Gavroglou Jane Therese Kellett 
C. Christopher Eggert Tod A. Gross Benjamin Harrison McCoy 
Frederick G. Farley 1975 Michael J. Kapsa Hooman H. Mehran 
Thomas W. Hoover David Bayrock Robert L. Kenney, Jr. Mary V. Murphy 
Steven W. Ings John P. Brennan Deanna Rodriguez Rachel Philpot 
T. Christopher Lee Michael D. Fine Ralph B. Robinson 
Peter A. McKay Barry P. Newburger 1983 Jack D. Rose 
David B. Reinheimer A. Steven Toby Robert W. Baird Lewis A. Santer 
Jeffery J. Scott  Douglas E. Birdzell G. Segal 
Randall C. White 

1976 Andres R. Carazo Andrew Vesselinovitch 

1968 
Jeffrey Ernst Bohm 
Justin A. Cohen 

Randall K. Kimmel 
Stephen M. Sendar 

Michael K. Walton 
David J. Wright 

Stanley K. Higgins Stewart Saul Garelick 
Edward Jones Edward B. Gogek 1984  1987 
David F. Wieck Richard P. Greenfield Christopher W. Broberg Hohite-Berhan Arefe-Aine 
Carl E. Wilbur, Jr. Harrison A. Hewlett, 3rd Timothy D. Bronkema Sharon E. Bliss 
Boris J. Zajac Howard J. Levine Lisa A. Brown Michael J. Braun 

Richard L. Simon Joshua E. Corey Russell G. Klop 

1969 Joseph D. Thomas Christopher E. Johnson Mabusha D. Masekela 

F. Russell Haselton, 3rd Margaret A. Lund Carlos Minvielle 

S. Terrance Keenan 1977 Joshua M. May William H. Varner 

Vincent F. Trapani Daniel E. Greenspan Phillip A. Min 

Timothy M. Johnson John H. Schriefer 1988 

1970 Arthur J. Pettersen Thomas B. Sharpley Jonathan M. Cohen 

Daniel R. Gordon Douglas G. Shemin Damian W. Sorvino Andrew D. Cutler 

Charles L. Herrick Michael S. Solot Bruce P. Stevenson Michael 0. Flood 

Peter C. Kauffman Lisa R. Verges Spencer P. Harrington 

Michael R. Miller Marcus D. Wilkinson David J. Kelly 
1978 Robert W. Larkin, Jr. 
Ward R Bell 

1971 Steven Alfred Buehler 1985 Sarah Rose-Anne Linde 

Victor Coronel-Chauca Anthony W. DeAnnuntis Deborah C. Asher Andrea Maria Matacic 

Edward Glennon Thomas G. Braverman Alice McPhedran 

1972 Mark Edward Kempson Lionel Cassin Agnes L. Ortega-Robles 

James J. Faust Danny Earl Miller Sharon D. Chestnut 

William R. Gilchrist 
Lawrence R. Lind 1989 

Philip C. Hallawell 1979 
Richard Hal Mandel Andrew I. Quarles 

Thomas W. Harris, Jr. Steven J. Doubleday 
Timothy A. Palmer 

Kathleen Johnson Gregory Jones 
Katherine E. Reimers 1990 

James A. Lycett Charles J. Mundy 
Theodore H. Romer Linda M. Braxton 

Andrew L. Marino 
Lorin T. Miller 

David L. Shklar 
Mary J. Schaefer 
Anthony A. Unger 

Annemiek van Mourik Broekman 
Donald D. Morrison 

Owen A. Trainer 
Ian K. Wint 

1980 
Wendy Brennan 

Mark D. Vann 
If you have a current mailing address  

G. Scott Erickson 1986 or telephone number fir any of the 

1973 John T. Glazer Cheng-Yan Au above, please contact the Alumni 

Daniel E. Balderston Alberto Gutierrez David R. Barker Office. 

Charles A. Bankston Howard W. Harris Celia Baruchin 

David L. Baxter David W. Rudlin Fiona H. Barwick 

Michael N. Fucile 1981 
Joseph H. Bezark 

James L. Irby Marcus Scott Bird 
Cyrus M. Copeland 

Eduardo M. Olbes Cornelius T. Chase 
Joshua E. Ferber 

John G. Shaffer, 3rd Paul P. Fox 

Charles P. Sprague 
Richard C. Harvey Steven L. Hess 
Michael A. Rosenberg 
Daniel Karl Wilson 

Adam L.Hoeflich  
Erika R. Hoffman 

1974 Tesfu Zegeye Clarence R. Hurt 
Philip M. Barry Greta L. Husemoller 
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AS I SEE IT 

They've Got Us All Wrong 
by Kevin McCulloch '94 

IT'S DIFFICULT THESE DAYS TO AVOID 
hearing about "Generation X," the demo-

graphic group of "twentysomethings" born 
during the baby bust of 1965 to 1980. Like 
other people of that age I try my best to 
ignore the hype, rolling my eyes and losing 
patience whenever somebody mentions the 
label. "It's just a stupid catch phrase," my 
friends and I say, "a meaningless slogan. It's 
too clever for its own good, an indulgent tag 
assigned to a media-generated stereotype of 
young people that completely misses the 
mark. What is an 'X' Generation supposed 
to be? Lost? Generic? Spare us." 

But the more I try to ignore "Generation 
X" the more attention I find myself paying 
to the media circus surrounding the term. I 
have to admit that I've wondered about my 
generation ever since I was old enough to 
know what a generation is. After all, I'm an 
inheritant of 1960's youth culture ideology 
and its belief that social change is the 
dominion of the young. Having come of age 
as a witness to the now cliched eclipse of 
"peace and love" values by the market-dri-
ven greed of the 1980's and the uncertainty 
of the early 1990's, I've wondered for a long 
time whether people my age would be able 
to find a purpose and stay true to it. Would 
we have the courage of our convictions? 
Would we even have convictions? Who 
would my generation turn out to be? 

Well, it looks like we're "Generation X," 
a slick phrase which I appreciate about as 
much as I enjoy chewing on tin foil. I could 
spend hours ridiculing the term and its cut-
sey self-importance, but what really irks me 
about the whole genre of Generation X 
books and movies is not the label itself but 
the portrait of hapless, disgruntled youth 
attached to it. Not that today's youth aren't 
hapless and disgruntled. I don't necessarily 
think that the popular media's portrait of 
Generation X is wrong. I just think it's not 
right. 

My troubles stem from the fact that, like 
many of my peers, I have lost sight of myself 
in the media storm surrounding Generation 
X. Overwhelmed by opinions and informa-
tion, stereotypes and random statistics, I've 
given up on the confusion of images the 
media tosses my way. It's apparent that the  

quest to define my generation is more about 
other people's nostalgia and new ways to 
market cola than any of my pet social con-
cerns, and, unsurprisingly, I've become cyni-
cal and suspicious of the whole affair. It is 
just this cynicism and suspicion that, in 
turn, has been adopted by the media as the 
cornerstone of its image of me: a bitter, 
emotionally withdrawn slacker, whining 
incessantly when I'm not watching TV. And 
if suspicion is my forte, it follows that I 
would be suspicious of this image, quick to 
declare it a cop out and insistent that my 
generation is too diverse and my life too 
complicated to be summarized so neatly. 
Integrity demands that I dismiss the hype, 
but the media's Cliff Notes image of me is 
too insufferable to ignore. I'm disaffected 
and disgusted at being portrayed as disaffect-
ed and disgusted, cynical about being brand-
ed a cynic, suspicious of my own suspicion. 
Ironic, eh? 

"Irony" is the celebrity characteristic of 
Generation X, the attitude people my age 
are reported to favor. That much is true, but 
the real irony of Generation X is the fact that 
the media completely misunderstands the 
"irony" that it observes. Consider "Reality 
Bites," an awful film in the Generation X 
genre that plays its self-conscious "irony" to 
the hilt. Winona Ryder stars as a frustrated 
college grad who flubs a job interview at a 
newspaper when she can't define irony off 
the top of her head, only to have her scarred-
but-no-smarter boyfriend (Ethan Hawke) 
pull the definition out of the air before dis-
playing his well-formed fear of emotional 
commitment by abandoning her in a diner. 
"Irony," he says as he glances over his shoul-
der to see if there's a clear path to the door, 
"is when the actual meaning is the direct 
opposite of the literatmeaning." 

Simple enough. By this definition, irony 
is when you say one thing and mean anoth-
er. Like a lot of the things shown in "Reality 
Bites," my friends and I do this all the time, 
for emphasis or to make a cynical point. 
When it comes down to it, our senses of 
humor are basically sarcastic. According to 
"Reality Bites," this sarcasm is the height of 
irony. The bitter things that the characters 
say are supposed to strike the audience as 
absurdly profound. The film, like so many 
Generation X oeuvres, is supposed to be an 
ultra-hip statement about the troubling con- 

Kevin McCulloch 

tradictions of modern life. The idea seems to 
be to make a film about slackers that is as 
insightful as it is confused. To this end, 
every sarcastic remark in the film is overbur-
dened with false generational pathos. It's as 
though the film-makers never considered the 
possibility that youthful sarcasm might not 
be such a tragically insightful thing. It might 
just be sarcasm. 

It's true that sarcasm and irony are both 
duplicitous. But irony is the use of duplicity 
in order to make an observation that cannot 
be made directly. Sarcasm is the use of 
duplicity for the sake of duplicty. Today 
everybody wants a generation of sassy tragic 
heroes, pondering the futility of the human 
condition while they wait in the Wendy's 
check-out line for their bacon double-
cheeseburgers. Unfortunately for the world, 
my generation's bitterness harbors no such 
illumination. "Generation X" fails as a genre 
because it cannot bear to face the truth that 
it reveals. It wants to read a deeper meaning 
in the sullen faces of the young when there's 
no deeper meaning to be found. It can't bear 
to admit to itself that we're really just sarcas-
tic jerks after all. 

60 
	

HAVERFORD ALUMNI MAGAZINE 



HAVE RFO RD 
Haverford College 
Haverford, Pennsylvania 19041 
Address Correction Requested 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Permit No. 175 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52
	Page 53
	Page 54
	Page 55
	Page 56
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62

