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AT HAVERFORD 

CHANGING FACES 

Randy Milden has been selected as the new 
Dean of the College. Randy came to 
Haverford in 1987 from Case Western 
Reserve Medical School on a one-year sab
batical replacement position in psychology, 
and has been here ever since. Most recently 
she was Deputy Dean of the College, and 
had a regular part-time position as an assis
tant professor of psychology and coordina
tor of the Feminist and Gender Studies 
Concentration. Her scholarly work focuses 
on the interface of feminist and psychoana
lytic thought. 

Board of Managers 

Kay Edstene is Executive Director of the 
Friends Council on Education, an organiza
tion which helps Friends schools clarify 
their vision and mission as religious institu
tions under the care of the Religious Society 
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of Friends. She has served as head of 
Brooklyn Friends School and Assistant 
Head of George School. While at George 
School she led student workcamps to Africa 
and Germany. Kay Edstene serves on the 
boards of the Council for American Private 
Education, the Oliver Scholars Program, 
the Friends Service Committee and the 
Advisory Committee of the Corporation of 
Haverford College. She is also the 
Coordinator of the Greater Philadelphia 
Earlham Alumni Association. She formerly 
served on the board of the Youth Services 
Opportunities Program in New York. She is 
a member of the New Castle Monthly 
Meeting, of the Indiana Yearly Meeting, 
and is also an ex-officio member of the 
Committee on Education of the 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. She was a 
Klingenstein Fellow at Teachers College of 
Columbia University. 

KayEdstene 

Ted Love '81 is a research physician at 
Genentech, Incorporated, in San Francisco, 
CA, and a former Instructor in Medicine at 
the Harvard Medical School. A Yale 
Medical School graduate of 1985, he went 
on to Massachusetts General Hospital for 
his Internal Medicine Residency. He is a 
recipient of a Robert Wood Johnson 
Faculty Development Award. Since 1986 he 
has served as a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Haverford College 
Alumni Association. He has served as chair 
of the Multicultural Committee of the 
Alumni Association for three years and con
tinues to serve as an advisor to Haverford 
pre-med students of color. He is also an 
admissions volunteer. 

Robert M. Collins '52, retires from the 
Board after twelve years of service. A con
sultant, he is former President and CEO of 
Cobe Laboratories, a manufacturer of med
ical systems such as artificial kidneys and 
heart-lung machines. He has served on the 
following Boards: the Mountain States 
Employee Council, the Eleanor Roosevelt 
Cancer Research Institute, St. Joseph's 
Hospital in Denver, the Denver Art 
Museum, the Health Industry 
Manufacturers Association, and the 
Colorado National Bank. He received his 
M.B.A. from the University of Southern 
California. His father and brother also 
received degrees from Haverford. 

Eliza Cope Harrison retires from the Board 
after twelve years of service. In addition to tak
ing a major leadership role in the Quaker 
Dimensions Campaign, she has served as 
Editor of the Rufos jones Newsletter, as well as 
Chair of the Advisory Committee of the 
Corporation. She is former Director of 
Deferred Giving at Bryn Mawr College. She 
has served as Director of the Hershey 
Museum of American Life in Hershey, 
Pennsylvania, and is a former teacher of histo
ry and social studies in the United States as 
well as Beirut, Lebanon. She served as 
President of the Bryn Mawr College Alumnae 
Association and is an ex-officio member of 
Board ofTrustees, 1978-81. She earned a 
B.A. at Bryn Mawr College in 1958, and an 
MA. from the University of Michigan in 
1965. Her father attended Haverford. 
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ACADEMIC UPDATE 

Barbara Riley Levin Professor of 
Comparative Literature Julia Epstein and 
Associate Professor of Religion and Gest 
Lecturer in Comparative Religion Michael 
A. Sells have received National 
Endowment for the Humanities 
Fellowships for College Teachers and 
Independent Scholars for 1993-94 .... 
Professor of Political Science Harvey 
Glickman has been awarded a grant from 
the United States Institute of Peace to do 
research on ethnic conflicts in Africa . ... 
Professor of Physics Jerry Gollub has been 
elected to the National Academy of 
Sciences. Election to the National Academy 
is a rare honor for any scientist. Only 60 
were elected nationwide this year. It is 
extremely rare for a professor at a liberal 
arts college to be elected. . .. Professor of 
English Elaine Hansen has been awarded 
an ACLS Fellowship for work on her book 
entitled Lost Children, Found Mothers: 
Contemporary Fiction and the Crisis of 
Motherhood. . . . Assistant Professor of 
Political Science Anita Isaacs-Kitroeff has 
been awarded a grant from the Twentieth 
Century Fund for her work in studying 
democracy in Latin America .... John R. 
Coleman Professor of Social Sciences 
Wyatt MacGaffey has been awarded a 
Guggenheim Fellowship for his research on 
Kongo conceptions of power. . . . Associate 
Professor of History Paul Smith has been 
awarded a Chiang Ching-kuo 
Foundation/JCCS Postdoctoral Fellowship 
in Chinese studies.. . . Assistant Professor 
of Physics Walter Smith received a Cottrell 
College Science Award from the Research 
Corporation for his project entitled "Low 
Temperature Studies OfNano-scale 
Tunnel Junctions Made With The 
Scanning Tunneling Microscope." .. . 

GEST FELLOWSHIP 

The Quaker Collection of Haverford 
College announces the availability of three 
$1200 Gest Fellowships for one month of 
research using Quaker Collection materials 
to study a topic in the field of Comparative 
Religion. The fellowships, which are avail
able for pre- or post-graduate study, may be 
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used for any one month period between 
June 1, 1994, and January 31, 1995. 
Application deadline February 1, 1994. 
Contact: Emma Jones Lapsansky, Curator, 
Quaker Collection, Haverford College, 
Haverford, PA 19041. 

DEAN'S OFFICE 
ANNOUNCES 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

Scholarships for study and work abroad are 
available for many graduates of the College. 
Descriptions follow of some opportunities 
which may be of interest to you: 
(Application deadline: Falli993) 

Fulbright-Hays Grants: For study in a for
eign country for one academic year. 
Selection is made on the basis of the appli
cant's academic or professional record, lan
guage preparation, feasibility of proposed 

study project, and personal qualifications. 

Luce Scholars Program: Intended to give 
recent college graduates of" the highest 
intellectual and professional promise" who 
lack any extensive background in Asian 
affairs an opportunity to learn about East 
or Southeast Asia through a 10-month 
internship. Note: Applications for the Fall 
I993 competition accepted from individuals 
who will not have reached their 30th birth
day on September I, I994. 

Marshall Scholarship: To allow U.S. citi
zens the opportunity to study for a degree 
at a university in the United Kingdom for a 
period of at least two years. Selection is 
based on, among other qualities, "distinc
tion of intellect and character." Note: 
Applications for the Falli993 competition 
accepted from individuals who will not have 
reached their 26th birthday on October I, 
I994. 

continued on next page 

THE ROLAND ALTHERR MEMORIAL COLLOQJJIUM 

Attending the Roland Altherr '81 Memorial Colloquium in 
Philosophy are Rolands's mother, Mrs. Andre (Virginia) Altherr; 
sister, Anne; sister-in-law, Gloria; and brother Mark. They are 
standing in front of the Roland Altherr tree given by the class of 1981. 

Roland Altherr was a philosophy 
major and a member of the class 
of I98I who died suddenly of a 
brain hemorrhage in the fall of 
his senior year. In his memory, 
Roland's family and friends gen
erously created a fond which has 
allowed the Philosophy 
Department, up until now, to 
acquire important volumes and 
series in philosophy for the 
library. The fond is being used 
to inaugurate an annual sympo
sium in philosophy, the Roland 
Altherr Memorial Symposium 
in Philosophy. It was the cre
ation of this year's senior majors 
who chose both the topic "What 
is Philosophy?" and the speakers, 
Amelie Rorty, Bernard 
Williams, Ashok Gangadean, 
and Lucius Outlaw. In the 
future, the Roland Altherr 
Memorial Symposium in 
Philosophy will continue to 
reflect the concerns and choices 
of the majors graduating that 
year. 
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Rhodes Scholarship: To allow U.S. citizens 
the opportunity to study at Oxford 
University, England, for a period of at least 
two years. Selection is based on "proven 
intellectual and academic achievement of a 
high standard ... integrity of character, inter
est in and respect for their fellow beings, 
the ability to lead, and the energy to use 
their talents to the full." Note: Applications 
for the Falll993 competition accepted from 
persons who were born on or after October I, 
1969. 

Deadline: On-campus applications for the 
above scholarship competitions will be due 
on September 24, 1993. Written state
ments of personal and scholarly goals and 
letters of endorsement are critical compo
nents of the application process. As such, 
one should begin preparing the applica
tions as far in advance of the due date as 
possible. 
Additional Information & Applications: 
Contact Steve Watter, associate dean of the 
College in writing or at (215) 896-1230. 

THE RYAN PINETUM DEDICATION 

In 1901 the Campus Club was established to 
preserve the beauty of the Haverford College 
campus. For many years, the members guid
ed the development of the landscape plan, as 
envisioned by William Carvill in 1835, but it 
was not until1928 that the idea of"a com
prehensive planting of trees" at Haverford 
was recorded in the minutes. Over a period 
of two decades, Campus Club members 
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transplanted hundreds of young conifers 
from their nursery into the Pinetum, a col
lection of conifers arranged in generic and 
family groupings. In time, however, interest 
waned due to the loss of many Campus Club 
members, and for years the Pinetum served 
only as a cool, green oasis where hikers and 
joggers found beauty and respite along the 
Nature Trail. When interest in the Pinetum 

Rotary International Scholarships: 
For one year of study at a higher education 
institution in any foreign country with a 
Rotary Club. Awards cover tuition, trans
portation costs, and expenses for study at 
any level in any field. Application deadline, 
April-July 1994, for 1995-96 academic 
years. Deadline varies by region. 

For further information as to deadlines and 
application procedures, contact your local 
Rotary Club. 

Richard and Nancy Ryan speak at the dedication 
of the Ryan Pinetum, on April24, 1993. The 
dedication took place under Haverford's Loblolly 
Pine State Champion, next to the Ryan Pinetum 
plaque. 

was rekindled in 1988, an application for 
restoration funds was submitted to the 
Institute of Museum Services. Upon 
approval, restoration efforts began immedi
ately, in large part due to the efforts of 
Nancy and Dick Ryan. Through the grant, 
they were able to map, identifY and label the 
conifers, which resulted in the restoration of 
the Pinetum to its original splendor. 

HAVERFORD ALUMNI MAGAZINE 



AT HAVERFORD 

HAMABATA TAKES POST 
AT FIELDING 

May 30, 1993 
I am in the midst of packing, trying to 

put things into the right boxes and strug
gling to keep my two cats out of them and 
my wits about me! And since I seem to be 
failing, I've decided to give up on all of the 
pressing and practical tasks of the moment 
to reflect on this life change: tomorrow 
morning I leave for Santa Barbara 

After living on the East Coast for over 
twenty years, I decided that it was time for 
me to rejoin the great, big, noisy, 
Hamabata clan, which is located in the tri
angle formed by Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, and Honolulu. Like my family, 
this part of the world is prone to major 
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, not to 
mention hurricanes. The decision was not 
an easy one for me. 

Haverford has spoiled me. In fact, I 
decided to join Fielding because it shares 
some of Haverford's values, in particular, 
the commitment to social service, the high 
regard for building consensus in a diverse 
world, and the concern about the uses to 
which knowledge is put. However, because 
Fielding is completely unlike Haverford in 
almost every other way, I felt that I could 
make the move. The striking differences 
between these two institutions of higher 
learning would make it impossible to draw 
close comparisons, and indeed, those differ
ences would allow me to miss Haverford in 
a healthy way. 

As you might imagine, people have 
been asking me what my duties at The 
Fielding Institute will be, and frankly, until 
I received my job description several weeks 
ago, I really wasn't quite sure what being a 
Director in the Human and Organization 
Development Program meant. (It turns out 
that I will be responsible for: evaluating fac
ulty performance, aiding in building and 
monitoring the budget, developing the cur
riculum and special programs, and assessing 
the work of graduate students.) As is my 
wont, I chose to join a community rather 
than to take a specific job. 

Fielding struck me as being an unusual 
learning community because it offered 
those who have proven themselves in their 
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professions the 
opportunity for fur
ther personal and 
intellectual develop
ment. (Only those 
who have had ten or 
eleven years in their 
chosen fields of work 
are admitted to 
Fielding as graduate 
students.) 
Furthermore, that 
development takes on 
special meaning 
because Fielding is an 
intellectual commu
nity that is fully com
mitted to positive 
social change. This 
past winter, for exam
ple, men and women 
from major levels of 
education gathered in 
Santa Barbara for a 
special session on rev
olutionary pedagogy, 
directed by Pablo 
Freire. 

Fielding, further
more, has no campus. 

Matt Hamabata 
Although administra-
tors are based in Santa Barbara, Fielding 
participants have organized themselves into 
26 clusters, which are dispersed throughout 
the U.S. and Canada. These clusters meet 
regularly with Fielding faculty and program 
directors, and the entire Fielding commu
nity has the opportunity to gather several 
times a year at national research sessions 
held in places like St. Paul, Minnesota; 
Albuquerque, New Mexico; Seattle, 
Washington; and Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Between the national sessions and the 
meetings of clusters, everyone at Fielding 
remains in constant communication 
through electronic information systems. 

On the one hand, Fielding is an old 
fashioned place, focused on teaching, learn
ing, and research with an unabashed com
mitment to social praxis, but on the other 
hand, Fielding also strikes me as a thor
oughly postmodern institution. As you 
know, I like "strange." And Fielding seems 
to fit the bill. 

And so although I am not happy about 
leaving my colleagues and friends at 
Haverford, I am consoled by the thought of 
joining an unusual community. I am also 
looking forward to being near my family, 
with aunts, uncles, cousins, and siblings in 
easy striking distance of my life. (I am now 
suddenly reminded why I moved to the 
East Coast in the first place. Oh, well... .I 
guess it's too late for second thoughts now!) 
I plan to complete the move by the end of 
next week. On June 6th, I will begin work 
with my first program at Fielding. Needless 
to say, my work will be informed by what I 
have learned at Haverford. Although 
Haverford will always have its place in my 
heart, I will sorely miss the intelligence, cre
ativity, energy, sensitivity, and the sense of 
humor of my colleagues, especially the 
good folk in the Dean's Office. 

Sincerely yours, 
Matthews M. Hamabata 
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Left: 
The class of'43 holds its 50th reunion reception in the Campus Center atrium. 

Top Right: 
Will Riggan '63, Bob Nolte '63, John Carroll '63 and Loren Ghiglione '63 
catch up on old times. 

Above: 
The class of'83 gathers in the shade of the tent{or a wine-tasting and dinner. 

Lower Left: 
john Moon '43 and Morrie Evem '43 chat during a reception. 

Haverford's 1993 
Alumni Weekend 

This year's Alumni Weekend had some
thing for everyone. From wine tasting to 
Arboretum tours, from an art museum trip to 
tennis with President Kessinger, alumni 
found a myriad of activities, including lec
tures on the elections in Ghana, the develop
ment of capitalism in the former Soviet 
Union, cultural issues in the Pelopennesian 
region, and reflections on the future of the 
U.S. tax system. An art exhibition and star 
gazing rounded out the activities. Then there 
were of course the gatherings of old friends 
and new that are the most important part of 
the weekend. 
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AT HAVERFORD/ALUMNI WEEKEND 

GLEE CLUB REUNION 

By john Davison '51, Professor of Music 

"No! It's G natural, not G sharp! G sharp is impossible! Do it 
again!" 

This May, for the second Alumni Weekend in four years, Roberts 
Hall resounded with shouted corrections and with music ftom dozens of 
men's voices. Rehearsals and concert crowded themselves intensely into a 
little over twenty-four hours. Over it all presided 
William Reese, honored guest and chief performer 
of the occasion; faculty member retired for seven
teen years but suffering no discernible loss of ener
gy or concentration. 

Scenes familiar to those who were here 
between 1946 and 1976 reenacted themselves 
vividly. Impossible G sharps were excorcised and 
golden, mellow a cappella sounds were cajoled 
out of the assembled alumni. A satisfying concert 
took shape in record time, including an orchestra specially assembled 
for the occasion that played an elegant Donizetti piece and helped with 
Triptych, a piece I had specially written for the Glee Club in 1960, 
and which was miraculously revived in one day, difficult us it is, much 
tO my gratification. Our present fine choral director, Marian Dolan, 
was invited to lead "Shenandoah" in a touching expression of the con
tinuity of Music Department ideals and traditions ftom Reese to the 
present. Fine classical music, folk-song arrangements, and good old col
lege songs filled out the concert, and the audience clapped, stamped, 
and cheered in appreciation. What was all this? It was the second Glee 
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Club reunion and tribute to the man who led the Glee Club for thirty 
years, William Reese. 

We in the arts sometimes worry about the impact of what we do 
on a materialistic society. Dr. Reese need have no worries about that. 
At the celebratory banquet, there was one touching tribute after anoth
er offered to the permanent andinspiring effect his teaching and con
ducting had on a broad generation of students, intersperoed, of course, 
with wickedly exaggerated parodies of his mannerisms and "Reese sto
ries. "Few teachers here can have had such a lasting impact. A number 

of alumni, busy men, spent time and energy 
organizing the two reunions, recalling what 
some of them clearly feltwere their most 
poignant moments at college. With the able and 
devoted assistance of Alumni director Diane 
Wilder, all the myriad details were worked out 
that made the occasion possible, right down to 
whether the clarinet notes should be in A orB 
flat, and whether there were enough choral fold
ers. 

Both Glee Club reunions (the first was held in 1989) have been 
outstanding successes. The feeling of devotion to William Reese and to 
Haverford that led up to their taking place cannot be better expressed 
than in the moving essay by jack Shepherd '60 printed in the program 
for the occasion. So I turn to his words: 

"Beneath the gruff and demanding surface there was genius and pur
pose. 'I don't mean to scare you, 'Reese assured one assembled Glee Club, 
'but I may radically change your outlook on life. 'He did. The simple 
experience of learning and performing music transformed us all ... As Dave 
Hudiak wrote, 'We had, indeed, been part of a work of art. "' 

Above: 
Bob Folwell '41 & Sam Snipes '41 exchange greetings. 

Left: 
john B. Flint '55 helps shovel some dirt along with 
his father, Frank Flint '23, at the tree dedication 
made by john in his father's honor during alumni 
weekend. 
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Above: 
Eric Larsen, grounds supervisor, 
talks to children on a nature walk. 

Left: 
Award-winning alumni after the 
luncheon (from left): Elmer E. 
Craig 33, Perry Award; john T. 
Carson, Jr., Haverford Award 
38; William S. Kelley '63, 
Sheppard Award; Tom Kessinger 
.'63-'65; Gaeton H. Zorzi '73, 
Haverford Award; and J Clifford 
Scott '29, Alumni Award. (Not 
pictured, jack Shepherd '60, 
Macintosh Award.) 
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AT HAVERFORD/FACULTY PROFILE 

ISRAEL BURSHATIN 

"When people refer to Spanish as a 
foreign language, I do a double
take and ask 'What does that 

mean in the United States?"' says Israel 
Burshatin, Professor of Spanish, pointing 
out that there are nearly 30 million Spanish 
speakers in the U.S. Burshatin himself was 
born in Cuba, but he and his family moved 
to the United States, where he received a 
B.A., cum laude, in political science from 
Queens College of the City University of 
New York, and a M.A.; M.Phil.; and Ph.D. 
in Spanish from Columbia University. 

Burshatin arrived at Haverford in 1980 
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B Y S C 0 T T C U R L E E '89 

after finishing his Ph.D. It was a tough 
time for graduate students in the humani
ties, he recalls. Few schools took the teach
ing and study of the humanities seriously. 
"I guess like many other people who had 
not had previous Haverford connections, I 
had heard more about Bryn Mawr than 
about Haverford. I was impressed by the 
openness of the place and by the quality of 
the students. It was the kind of place where 
I could bring my interests rather than hav
ing to fit into a narrow definition of what I 

should be teaching or what a program 
should be like. In larger, more bureaucratic 
schools that does not happen," says 
Burshatin. 

His research interests cover the 
Medieval and Golden Age period of 
Spanish literature, up to the 17th century. 
He pursues the literature from a cultural 
perspective, relating literary texts to other 
cultural events going on at the time. In 
essence, the interpretive focus rises from 
the combined study of literature and other 
forms of cultural production. Burshatin 
studies texts which illuminate the issues of 
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power, "race," cultural marginality and 
gender. He has published several studies 
that have appeared in leading scholarly 
journals in the Humanities (PMIA, MLN, 
Critical Inquiry) and in Henry Louis Gates' 
influential collection of essays on ethnic 
studies, "Race, " Writing and Diffirence. "I 
am very interested in how people make cul
tural statements about themselves," says 
Burshatin. 

Using the documents of a trial in 1587 
before the court of the Toledo Inquisition, 
he is currently studying the life of a woman 
named Elena de Cespedes. Though born a 
woman of an African slave mother and 
Spanish father, Elena took up the male 
identity of"Eleno." "Dressed as a man she 
plied several male trades-weaver, tailor, 
surgeon, and soldier," says Burshatin. "She 
fought in the war of the Alpujarras against 
the Moriscos, who were the formerly 
Muslim ethnic group in Spain in the 16th 
century that had risen up against persecu
tion they were suffering. They fought a 
guerrilla war in the mountains outside of 
Granada. I was intrigued by the participa
tion of this individual, who, though born a 
slave and very much of an ethnic group 
that was on the outs, joined forces with the 
dominant 'Old Christian' caste and with 
the Crown. 

"It is an incredible story of someone 
who finds a way to move within the stric
tures of a culture that is very repressive and 
to try to come out ahead-to fashion an 
identity that is fraught with all kinds of 
ironies." 

As a woman, she was married and had 
a son. As a man, she married another 
woman, which led to her being brought to 
trial by a man who recognized her from the 
army. By then she was a literate surgeon, 
and so she used the medical knowledge of 
the period to construct the defense that 
he/she was a hermaphrodite. "The case 
shows the ways in which medical theories 
of gender and sex were deployed by this 
particular person who tried to rise in the 
hierarchy of a society that placed enormous 
limits on women and people of black 
African descent. 

"I am teaching a course this semester 
that has to do directly with my current 
research entitled Gender Dissidence in 
Hispanic Writingwhere students read 
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"Students in the last couple of 
years have really made an effort 

to use the house as a focus for 
their own role in teaching their 

las. " c smates ... 

canonical literary texts along with the por
tions of the trial I have edited so far," says 
Burshatin, true to his original perception 
that at Haverford it is possible to bring 
research into the classroom. He also teaches 
Medieval and Golden Age Spain: Literature, 
Culture and Society and The Moor in 
Spanish Literature, which reflect the period 
of his research interests as well. However, 
Burshatin admits that one of the challenges 
of teaching at a small college is the breadth 
of material an individual faculty member 
needs to instruct, which includes in his case 
courses in both Comparative Literature and 
Spanish including the Poetry of Protest, 
Quixotic Narratives, Spanish Film Studies, 
along with Spanish language courses. 

In the classroom, Burshatin's method 
of investigation is manifested in the combi
nation of a close-textual reading with relat
ed cultural issues. Intermediate-level stu
dents read from literary texts as well as 
newspapers, and upper-level students, 
whether studying a narrative text or film, 
are pressed to see how the narrative tries to 
make sense of the culture. Of course, a firm 
foundation in the language is a prerequisite 
for any of these studies. 

However, courses in Spanish and 
Spanish American culture are not taught 
only under the auspices of the Spanish 
department. Related courses are offered in 
the Comparative Literature program and 
the Latin America and Iberian Studies con
centration, which Burshatin coordinates. 
"One nice thing about Haverford is that 
some things happen because students want 
them to happen," Burshatin comments. 
"This is the case with the Latin America 
and Iberian Studies concentration. 
Students in other disciplines-History, 
Political Science, Anthropology-really 
wanted to be able to focus their studies in 
this manner." 

The Spanish department at Bryn Mawr 
College also increases the breadth of the 
curriculum. The two departments coordi
nate course offerings and also try to pool 

their administrative functions. For 
instance, Burshatin currently serves on a 
search committee for a Bryn Mawr Spanish 
professor. 

Burshatin notes that students take 
Spanish courses for many reasons: some 
want to major in the study of Spanish, oth
ers want a clearer understanding of the his
tory and culture, still others see it only as a 
language to be learned. Once in a course 
though, "It is the role of a teacher to open 
up possibilities of studies for students," says 
Burshatin. At Haverford, this pedagogy can 
be facilitated both inside and outside the 
classroom. 

Burshatin, for example, is the resident 
faculty member at La Casa Hispanica, a 
student residence house oriented toward 
the promotion of Hispanic cultures. "I 
have tried to help [the students who live 
there] reach some of their goals in terms of 
getting greater attention for whatever pro
jects they might have. And I think the stu
dents in the last couple of years have really 
made an effort to use the house as a focus 
for their own role in teaching their class
mates about Spanish American culture and 
Hispanic culture in the United States. 
They use it to house a browsing library,for 
meetings and coffee hours and those types 
of activities," Burshatin adds. Seven stu
dents live at La Casa Hispanica but, of 
course, a student does not have to live there 
to host an event. 

The openness of the Haverford com
munity has made life here as a teacher and 
resident a very positive experience for 
Burshatin. In particular he feels that the 
college provides a supportive atmosphere 
for lesbian and gay faculty members. For 
instance, he has worked with the college for 
the last four years to extend spousal and 
family benefits to domestic partners-thus 
reaffirming his original impression that at 
Haverford it is not necessary to fit into a 
narrow definition. 

Burshatin's service to the community 
has been extensive in many other areas. In 
addition to his work on the academic coun
cil and a number of other committees, he is 
former chair of the Educational Policy 
Committee and has been chair of the 
Spanish department and coordinator of the 
Latin American and Iberian Studies con
centration for several years. 
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AT HAVERFORD/A CRITICAL BALANCE 

GRAY TO DIRECT MAJOR GIFTS EFFORT 

Catherine B. Gray has been appoint
ed as Director of Major Gifts. She 
comes to Haverford from Friends 

Select School in Philadelphia, where she 
served as Director of Advancement for the 
last ten years. As Director of Major Gifts, 
Gray will be in charge of efforts to raise 
gifts for capital purposes. Her primary 
efforts will be focused on the final phases of 
the current campaign, "A Critical Balance: 
The Campaign for Haverford." The cam
paign recently passed the $53 million mark 
on the way to raising $75 million for the 
endowment and the operating budget. 

In the late 1960s Gray served as a Peace 
Corps Volunteer and worked closely with 

Brazilians in a communiry development 
program based in rural schools, in which 
she created health, nutrition and domestic 
skills programs. In the second year, she 
served as a Peace Corps Volunteer Leader, 
training new Peace Corps Volunteers and 
providing technical and emotional support. 
She returned to the United States and 
worked as a case worker for emotionally 
and mentally disabled people. 

In 1978 she became Director of 
Development for the National Family 
Planning & Reproductive Health 
Association and served briefly as interim 
executive director of the organization. She 
moved on to become the Director of 

Catherine B. Gray has been named Director of Major Gifts. 

12 

Advancement at Friends Select School 
where she conducted the school's first capi
tal campaign and doubled the amount of 
annual giving. 

As Gray becomes more acquainted 
with Haverford and its alumni, she wants 
to involve a larger number of alumni vol
unteers in the very important capital 
fundraising efforts. G. Holger Hansen, 
Vice President for Institutional 
Advancement commented, "Cathy Gray 
brings extensive experience in working with 
volunteers in all aspects of institutional 
advancement, and she will be particularly 
effective in guiding the effons of our capi
tal giving volunteers." 
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Alumni Provide 
Campaign Leadership 

A small group of alumni are 

already directly involved in cap

ital fund raising efforts through 

the recently established Major 

Gifts Committee. Chaired by 

David L. Thomas '76, these 

individuals make an important 

commitment of time to solicit 

contributions on behalf of 

Haverford College. Along with 

the Campaign Executive 

Committee, they advise and 

direct the College in its major 

gifts solicitations as well as mak

ing personal solicitations in sup

port of"A Critical Balance: The 

Campaign for Haverford. " 

CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP 

Drew Lewis '53 

Co-chair 

John C. Whitehead '43 

Co-chair 

SUMMER 1993 

john C. Whitehead, Tom Kessinger, David L. Thomas and john B. Hurford {left to right). 

CAMPAIGN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

John B. Hurford '60 

Chair 

Ellsworth C. Alvord, Jr. '44 

John Crawford '58 

Timur F. Galen '77 

Lisa Sharf Green '84 

G. Holger Hansen 

William H. Harris '49 

Eliza Cope Harrison 

Martin F. Heller '54 

A. Clark Johnson, Jr. '52 

John B. Jones, Jr. 

Tom Kessinger '63,'65 

Marian E. Koshland 

Gerald M. Levin '60 

Benjamin S. Loewenstein '34 

Howard Lutnick '83 

J. Howard Marshall II '26 

Russell R. Reno '54 

Thomas]. Ryan '46 

Edwin E. Turtle '49 

David L. Wilson, Jr. '67 

ThomasA. Wood '53 

Barry L. Zubrow '75 

MAJOR GIFTS COMMITTEE 

David L. Thomas, Jr. '71 

Chair 

DanielL. Berger '76 

Richard M. Cooper '64 

Trayton M. Davis '77 

William F. Gorin '75 

David M. Kies '65 

James M. Koshland '73 

Deborah Lafer-Scher '80 

Richard G. Lyon '68 

Bernard G. Palitz, Jr. '75 

Thomas B. Souders '61 

Elon D. Spar '83 
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W I T H «;) U T R "J S " K 

I THOUGHT TONIGHT I WOULD DISCUSS THE 
interactions of science and society, and have as the theme 
of my lecture "SOS" (Save Our Ship), which is the cry of 

alarm of a ship at sea which is sinking. I think it is the law of 
the sea that anyone nearby must come to its rescue. I 
thought of three areas that were relevant for this lecture. The 
first letter of SOS would stand for safety, the second for ora
tory, and the third for sanctimoniousness. These are serious 
problems but ones that are remediable. 

I will talk about safety first. Every time I read the news
papers there seems to be a new hazard. Apples, I was told 
when I was a kid, are things that you eat every day to keep 
the doctor away. Now it turns out they have Alar, and 
they're deadly poisonous. Most foods we eat, according to 
the newspapers, have pesticides which are going to cause 
cancer very quickly. If you have your house near a high
power line, your life expectancy is very low. If you don't jog, 
you probably won't live very long. So I came to the conclu
sion from reading all of these articles that I could be immor
tal. It was rather easy. I added up all the life-shortening 
events that I have listed and thought that if I gave them up, I 
would live forever. On the other hand, although that's great 
for an individual, it's not so good for society, because a soci
ety without risk is in my opinion a society without progress. 

Winston Churchill said many years ago, "Imitate the 
turtle. He never makes progress without sticking his neck 
out." And I think that's true of societies and countries. For 
example, each of you is probably paying a large amount of 
money in electric and power bills as a result of the fear of 
high tension lines strung overhead, for which I think the sci
entific evidence for risk is zero. Companies now bury these 
lines or go way around cities at great expense to the rate pay-

ers to avoid lawsuits. The lawsuits are so high that they don't 
want to pay for them, and they don't want to go through the 
misery. And there are many other things where you the con
sumer pay an indirect cost for what I call "absolute safety." 
And I think the time has come to think about that cost. We 
had a recent flurry of concern that cellular phones will give 
you cancer. The first thing you know, cellular phone stocks 
had dropped on Wall Street, and all of this without a single 
bit of evidence. 

The second area is oratory. I put risk and oratory togeth
er because orators say very convincing things in a very elo
quent fashion, and then when you go home you start think
ing it over, and it just doesn't add up. We have a combina
tion of the press and lawsuits, which is very much like orato
ry. It sounds good. You're giving a nice little lady who really 
didn't do anything wrong, until she took a Bendectin pill 
and promptly got cancer, four million dollars from the 
Bendectin company. That's justice triumphing according to 
the orators. But on the other hand, a lot of other little cus
tomers are paying for that lawsuit, and that lawsuit is a com
bination of media attention and some very poor science. 

The Supreme Court, for example, is going to decide 
what type of scientific evidence can be brought into a trial. 
It's a very important case because judges now can exclude 
things. It's very hard to bring scientific evidence into a court 
trial. Almost all scientific evidence, even the most dubious, is 
probably better than eyewitness evidence, which is allowed 
readily. So the caliber of attention to the admissibility of 
ordinary kinds of evidence in trials as compared to scientific 
evidence is really quite different. 

Thirty-seven percent of the people in this country die of 
cancer. To show that somebody who has taken a couple of 

DANIEL K 0 S H LAND 

The following is an edited transcription of the lecture given by Daniel Koshland at the dedication celebration of the Sharpless Hall Annex. 
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pills got cancer from those pills and not by 
pure probability, is an enormous task. And 
yet companies are now considered guilty 
until proven innocent and the plaintiff is 
considered innocent until proven guilty. A 
"twist" that perhaps was just the opposite a 
few years ago, but probably has swung too 
far. 

Understanding something about sci
ence is important to a great deal of our 
human affairs. I will give you one example. 
I read recently in a scare headline that 
there's been an enormous increase in cancer 
in people between ages forty to fifty. The 
rate of cancer jumped from about forty per
cent up to eighty percent in recent studies. 
When you look at the figures (I've forgot
ten the exact numbers) ten or fifteen thou
sand people were dying of cancer in that 
age group, and the same 
number are dying in the 
early years when it was forty 
percent as in the later years 
when it's eighty percent. 
The difference was that dur
ing the later years the num
bers cured of heart disease 
and stroke went up enor
mously, so the ten or fifteen 
thousand people who were 
dying of heart disease and 
stroke were no longer dying 
in that age group. As a 
result the cancer rate went 
from forty percent to eighty 
percent without anybody 
more dying of cancer, just 
because others were living 
longer. 

The United States is not alone in fac
ing this problem. A number of years ago a 
child in England died of the side-effects of 
whooping-cough vaccine. It is well known 
that whooping-cough vaccine is one of the 
best developed vaccines in the world, but a 
hundredth of a percent, one in about one 
million, get serious side-effects, some of 
them so bad that the child turns into a 
"vegetable." That's well known, a statistic 
of the vaccine. But this incident was 
pumped up in the papers in England so 
much that they decided not to immunize 
children. The net result was that lots of 
children died of whooping-cough. A few 
years later they reinstated it. It is a great 
tragedy when a child is affiicted by a vac
cine side reaction, but this chance is the 
kind of statistical risk you take when you 
administer a vaccine of this sort. 
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Nowadays, informed consent is essential, 
but it never quite hits a mother that her 
child might be that one that is damaged by 
the vaccine. But it is not a fault of the drug 
company that the statistic exists. 

In the case of Bendectin-the case 
that's coming to the Supreme Court-a 
lawyer found that his client was taking 
Bendectin, and sued the company on the 
basis that the cancer came from the 
Bendectin. Bendectin of course had cleared 
all the FDA tests, so it clearly was not relat
ed to cancer as far as anyone could tell. 
When thirty-seven percent of the people 
are dying of cancer, to prove that some
body who took this pill was affiicted by the 
drug, and not by pure probability, was 
almost impossible. On the other hand, the 
lawyer counted on a jury and a judge not 

direction. The feeling of Robin Hood (that 
this poor little person is robbing the com
pany and trying to get even for all the evil 
things that the company had done in the 
past) is a very great misconception. The 
vision is that the minute a company loses a 
case, they go in and tell two of the vice
presidents that they've lost their perks and 
they can no longer take people out to 
lunch. What the company does of course is 
just raise the price of the drug. 

Some of you have heard about DNA 
sequencing used as evidence for conviction 
of criminals in court proceedings. Each one 
of you in this room has a different DNA. 
This was called into question by some peo
ple who said, "Oh, maybe it isn't that accu
rate. It could be sloppily done," which is 
true, but there are easy ways of checking 

that . It has turned out 
that DNA sequencing 

WILL TALK ABOUT SAFETY FIRST. EVERY has been a far bigger tool 

for the defense than the 
TIME I READ THE NEWSPAPERS THERE prosecution. However, 

it's been a very effective 
tool for the prosecution, 
and I will mention one 
dramatic case. A boy and 
a girl were found mur
dered in Colorado State 
Park, with no evidence 
that could have led them 
to the criminal. The 
DNA from the sperm in 
the woman was 
sequenced, and it turned 
out it correlated with a 
convict, who had been 

SEEMS TO BE A NEW HAZARD. APPLES, 

I WAS TOLD WHEN I WAS A KID. ARE 

THINGS THAT YOU EAT EVERY DAY TO 

KEEP THE DOCTORAWAY. NOW IT 

TURNS OUT THEY HAVE ALAR. AND 

THEY'RE DEADLY POISONOUS. 

having scientific training, and probability is 
a very difficult thing to explain in court. 
Nonetheless the Bendectin company won 
every single case it tried. After that, it set
tled everything out of court because the 
court cases were more expensive than just 
paying a fee. So what we have in this coun
try, and I think it's going to happen with 
cellular phones-it certainly is going to 

happen with power lines-is almost legal
ized bribery. If you ask for a reasonable 
sum which is less than the court costs, 
you'll probably get paid. 

It probably was true sometime in the 
past, when companies were considered 
innocent until proven guilty, that they put 
products on the market that didn't have the 
proper tests, or in some cases, they may 
have concealed the danger of the test. The 
pendulum has now swung in a different 

released. In certain states 
they keep the DNA of any convict. The 
pick-up truck of the couple was gone. The 
authorities looked up the person and knew 
that he had a home in Florida. They went 
to Florida, found the pick-up truck aban
doned in that city. They got the person, 
and he confessed. There would be no way 
that they would have connected him with 
that crime otherwise. 

I'll give you a second case of a little girl 
of ten years who was raped, and tearfully 
said she was raped by a big black man. The 
child, of course, was too emotionally upset 
to describe anyone more accurately than 
that. Her mother, who had gone by the 
school earlier, saw the town handyman. 
Ten or fifteen years earlier the handyman 
had a record of child abuse. Any lawyer 
that I've talked to says that on those two 
things the handyman would have been con-
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victed without almost any doubt. The 
authorities checked his DNA and found he 
could not possibly have been the man. He 
was not even booked for trial, saving him a 
lot of publicity that probably would have 
ended his ability to stay in the town. 

The FBI says sixty-seven percent of the 
people accused of crimes like rape are never 
brought to trial because the DNA shows 
they could not have done it. The same fig
ures are gotten by Scotland Yard, essentially. 
Now when I say 'suspect', to a lawyer that 
means-at least I was told, I'm not a 
lawyer-! was told that that means there's 
more serious evidence than somebody 
vaguely thinking you're involved. So acquit
ting these people and never bringing them 
to trial is something that's extremely impor
tant as far as the criminal justice system is 
concerned. 

year, and something else the other year." The 
facts of the matter are, that I don't think we 
should be apologizing for that at all. 
Scientists really should base their informa
tion on facts, and for some of these marginal 
tests it's very difficult to do the experiments. 
You need hundreds of thousands, millions of 
people, if something is as low as one part in a 
hundred thousand. And therefore, when new 
evidence comes in, you switch. 

You can't have a society without risks. 
If you had one, it would be a society with
out progress. There's a different psychology 
between creators and regulators. Creators 
are people who are for the good, and regula
tors are people who are against evil, and 
both are highly valuable motivations, but 
they're very different. If you're a regulator, 
one way you can be sure there's no evil done 

The last item, letter S 
for sanctimoniousness, is 
important because in my 
opinion, whenever the argu
ments are rather weak the 
sanctimoniousness is very 
high. When I first went to 
Berkeley, I was teaching bio
chemistry for the first time, 
and I had the lecture notes 
of a distinguished professor 
before me-really lovely 
notes and annotations in the 
margins, sort of suggesting 
here, "Explain to the stu
dents pH, they have all for
gotten it by now." In one 
part he said, "Speak loudly 
here, uncertain of facts." I've 
noticed some things like 
" k , Marian and Daniel Koshland tour the new Sharnless Hall Annex. passive smo e, or not r 

drinking when you're preg-
nant have a high sanctimony index. If you 
dare question them you're really a 
troglodyte, who isn't willing to accept new 
evidence. 

In the case of alcohol, a few years ago 
there was a test, on the borderline, which 
found that women who are pregnant should 
not drink. Now I think that's okay. If you 
hear of even a marginal test, it's a good idea 
to follow the advice unless it's that important 
to you. Recently you may have read that in 
fact it doesn't hurt to have a "light drink," 
and couples who have a drink before dinner 
in a moderate way actually live longer. 
People may say, "The scientists are really a 
bunch of no-goods. I mean, here they come, 
back and forth, telling me one thing one 
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is if nothing is done. So regulators can say 
"No" to everything and be very safe. 
Creators are the pioneers. They always have 
troubles with red tape, and they get impa
tient with people who stand in their way, 
and sometimes cut corners. Both creators 
and regulators have a valuable function in 
society, but you've got to be careful you 
don't overdo one or the other. 

For oratory and lawsuits (i.e. the press 
and the legal system), I think there's an easi
er way to mete out justice. I think one solu
tion is the enlightenment of the public to 
have a little understanding of statistics, a lit
tle understanding of chemistry, a little 
understanding of dose-response, so that they 
can distinguish between the problems that 

are false scares from the problems that are 
really serious. I think the lawsuit system is 
necessary if there's a real negligence on the 
part of say a drug company, or a power-line 
company, but should not be considered 
seriously in these remote cases where some
body has a vague feeling, "These are bad 
guys, and we ought to punish them." The 
people who really get punished are the rate
payers, or the buyers of the drugs. 

And as for the sanctimoniousness, I think 
a little of that is all right. I think we need 
environmentalism, but our environmental cri
sis isn't because all companies are evil. It's 
really due to the population explosion. Years 
ago, there was a lumber plant on Lake 
Michigan which put all its effluent into Lake 
Michigan with nobody being bothered 
because it was the only lumber plant and it 

was a pretty small 
one. When we have a 
bigger population, 
and many more lum
ber plants and all of 
them bigger than the 
one years ago, that 
will ruin the lake in 
no time at all. So we 
have a different 
world, and we really 
must control environ
mental damage, or 
we'll ruin the ecosys
tem for all of us. 

I'm going to end 
with one final story, 
which I think is rele
vant to all of us, and 
that is of the Maine 
farmer. The soil in 
Maine has lots of 
rocks, and there was 

a farm that had a stone fence all around it. 
For generations people had tilled the soil 
and picked up the stray rocks and put them 
on the fences around it. One day as the 
farmer was working, the minister came by 
and said, "My, that is a beautiful farm that 
you and God have put together." The 
farmer wiped the sweat from his brow. 
"Yup, that is true," he said, "But you should 
have seen it when God was handling it 
alone." So I think we have a lot to do in the 
world, and we are going to have to work 
hard like the Maine Farmer, but glorifYing 
how great the world was when God was 
handling it alone is not going to solve the 
problems of a globe with billions more peo
ple living on it. 
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TIMOTHY ABBOTT 

Meme Klaudia, seated center 

Timothy Abbott '90 spent 
the last two years teaching 
in Southern Africa. He 
arrived in Namibia during 
the first year of indepen
dent rule and left last 
December after regional 
and weal elections. Tim 
found vitality and opti
mism in this war-torn land 
that continue wng after the 
first heady days of liberty. 
Namibians are engaged in 
an ongoing process of dis
covering what freedom 
means and have turned to 
national reconciliation 
with an enthusiasm that on 
the suiface is difficult to 
understand The folwwing 
article is drawn from his 
experiences in Ovam
boland, where Tom 
Hastings '91 and Kim 
Everett '89 have also been 
teaching. 
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Education &Reconciliation in Namibia 

MEME KLAUDIA WALKS ON SPLAYED 
crutches, feeling her way home like a spider 
across the sand. The extensions to her arms 

swing laboriously forward and heft her awkward legs 
in their steel braces and heavy, raised shoes. Although 
bent from polio, Klaudia has an engaging smile and 
takes pride in her appearance. Often she wears a stylish 
outfit of the bright West African fabric which has 
become so popular throughout the continent. Her 
fashionable dress is no more out of place in the dust of 

rural Namibia than on the 
streets of faraway Windhoek, 
the capital city. This is a coun
try, after all, where schoolgirls 
clean the homes of their teach
ers in clothes they could wear 
to a prom. 

Klaudia is the only teacher 
with a high school certificate in 
Iilyateko Combined School, a 
cluster of tin-roofed classrooms 
with Mopani sticks for walls. 
She has lived her whole life at 
her family homestead, a 

labyrinth of fences and thatched huts within sight of 
the communal water cistern, just off the braided track 
that wends through the pans to the nearest village. 
Sometimes she must walk the ten miles to Tsandi and 
back for supplies without a lift. 

The trip to town used to hold greater dangers for 
Klaudia than fatigue or heatstroke. Less than a mile 
from her home lies the rusted frame of an overturned 
light truck. It marks the place where a land mine 
exploded, killing a family of five. 

Until recently, northern Namibia was the center of 
a vicious guerrilla war between SW APO, the 
Southwest Africa People's Organization, and South 
Africa, the former colonial power. South Africa had 
violated the trust of a League of Nations mandate and 
administered Namibia as a virtual fifth province of the 
Republic for generations. The first shots of the armed 
resistance were fired in 1966 and the conflict went on 
for twenty-three years. 

"We were suffering in that time," Klaudia remem
bers, with a story all too typical of life in the war zone. 
Her husband had been drinking at a local shebeen one 
evening when a firefight erupted outside. Combatants 
from PLAN, the military wing ofSWAPO, infiltrated 
the area from bases in nearby Angola. Although the 
guerrillas were from the Ovambo tribe like the rest of 

the people in the region, someone informed the 
authorities. The PLAN fighters were pursued to the 
drink house by members of SW ATF, the Southwest 
Africa Territorial Force, which was composed largely 
of Namibian conscripts. Klaudia's husband was killed 
in the crossfire between freedom fighters and colonial 
soldiers from his own tribe. 

Klaudia herself nearly died soon after that inci
dent, when paramilitary police raided her home. They 
were a unit of the dreaded Koevoet, an anti-terrorist 
force whose name in Afrikaans means "crowbar." 
Their South African officer said he was trailing a 
SW APO terrorist who had passed the homestead on a 
bicycle, and grew enraged when Klaudia denied having 
seen anyone. He ordered his black constables to flog 
her with sjamboks: long, stiff whips made from the 
heart of palm branches. They beat the pregnant 
woman so badly that she nearly lost her baby. Now, 
the young boy who clings shyly to Meme Klaudia's 
skirts is old enough to ask about his father. 

Things have certainly changed since then, 
although in ways few could have anticipated. After the 
United Nations sponsored elections in 1989, Namibia 
finally achieved independence from South Africa. 
SWAPO began the process of transforming itself from 
the resistance movement to the ruling party. Most of 
its leaders had spent decades exiled in Angola and 
other front-line states. Others were trained in arms by 
Cuba, the Soviet Union and East Bloc countries, or 
studied wherever they could get bursaries to gain need
ed skills to build and govern their nation. In an isolat
ed country with less than two million citizens, a sur
prising number ofNamibians have been places that 
Klaudia only knows from the battered geography texts 
she uses at school. 

SW APO won the national elections, but President 
Sam N ujoma and his cabinet lacked the two-thirds 
majority in Parliament necessary to have a free hand in 
forming the government. Independence came at the 
same time as communist systems plunged into world
wide decline and SW APO, to its credit, recognized 
that much of the training it had received was already 
obsolete. Rather than the socialist model which many 
expected, pragmatism and democracy became corner
stones of the new administration. 

In a remarkable act of cooperation, members of all 
parties quickly drafted a Constitution which has been 
called the most progressive in Africa. It embodies a Bill 
of Rights that guarantees full equality for women, pro
tects children, and is committed to democracy. Instead 
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Young jul'hoansi bushman girl from Eastern Namibia. She wears the ritual beads that celebrate her approaching womanhood. 
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Termite hills and 
Omulunga palm 
trees, Ovamboland. 
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of a "night of the long knives" that many colonists 
feared, national reconciliation emerged as the founding 
principle of the new nation. 

Under this policy, redundant jobs from the eleven 
segregated administrations in the former government 
were absorbed into a bloated bureaucracy that is now 
the leading national employer. The new Namibian 
Defense Force draws its members equally from former 
PLAN fighters, SWATF, and even Koevoet, the group 
responsible for countless atrocities in the later years of 
the war including the beating of Meme Klaudia. Prime 
Minister Hage Geingob went on record to confirm 
that the government deliberately solicited help from 
Great Britain, instead ofSWAPO's traditional socialist 

allies, to restructure its military. After two years of 
training under British instructors, the NDF is a fairly 
disciplined, professional army of around ten thousand 
men and women. 

SW APO rose to power with significant support 
from fledgling workers unions, but while gross injus
tices like the contract labor system were quickly abol
ished, a labor reform bill took much longer to pass 
through Parliament. Cooperation with South Africa is 
vital for the regional economy, and in Namibia whites 
still retain their economic hegemony. While SW APO 
views land reform as a pressing need, the government 
knows the issue is potentially explosive and deems it 
too volatile to address without a mandate. There is also 
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concern that foreign investment in the Namibian 
economy would be threatened by nationalization of 
the mines and other industries. 

The imbalances of the apartheid legacy are 
nowhere more evident than in land ownership. There 
are about eighty thousand white Namibians, possess
ing 93% of the land considered arable. Vast sections of 
Namibia are classified as desert: the colossal dunes of 
red and ochre sand that gird the coastline; the arid 
plateau and mountains of the southern .interior; and 
the Kalahari bushveld stretching East into Botswana. 
Even the more fertile regions have yearly rainfalls aver
aging less than twenty inches. Under the Odendall 
Plan of 1964, marginal parts of the country were desig-
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nated as tribal homelands and many people forcibly 
relocated to areas that could not sustain their numbers. 
Subsistence farming in the communal areas has proved 
difficult at best, and the recent drought has aggravated 
the situation markedly. Even areas lucky enough to 
have boreholes for water are finding the salinity of 
their drinking water has risen beyond tolerable levels. 

Meme Klaudia lives in what was then called 
Ovamboland, a densely populated, wooded plain that 
is grassless for most of the year and then floods during 
the summer rains. Unlike the developed interior, 
Ovamboland has a neglected infrastructure, huge 
numbers of livestock and a shortage of both building 
materials and fuel. Across much of the region, the 
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extension of the 
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combination of overgrazing and forest depletion has 
turned an already dry land to dust. 

South of the veterinary cordon that fences off the 
communal areas and confines their herds, the vegeta
tion abruptly changed to good grazing land with deep 
boreholes and irrigation. Blacks are no longer restrict
ed from living in these areas, but few can afford to 
own farms there. The townships where many live were 
designed to separate blacks by ethniciry, and even 
today the "locations" have a tribal character. 

On the surface, it would be understandable for 
one to conclude that SWAPO has sold out its con
stituency, when in fact the parry still enjoys broad sup
port. Klaudia's eyes are bright with wounds too deep 
to forget, but there is no room in her heart for 

vengeance. She strongly favors national reconciliation, 
and while her conviction is difficult to fully compre
hend, it is nonetheless shared by many. While they 
may lack the work ethic which has produced success 
stories in Asia, the chance to make their new country 
work is precious to most Namibians. 

The government is highly accessible. Cabinet 
members and officials make frequent rounds in even 
the most remote regions of the country to familiarize 
themselves with the needs of each communiry. It is 
still possible to walk into the office of the Secretary to 
the President and make an appointment with the chief 
executive. President Nujoma often appears at schools 
and cottage industries, and SW APO utilizes the "town 
meeting" approach to government which is now expe-
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riencing a revival in United States politics. 
Before the question of land reform was addressed 

by Parliament, SW APO sent high level government 
officials to encourage dialogue in each of the regions. 
In light of the passionate voices which rose around this 
issue, it was decided to invite all communities to send 
delegates to a special land conference, where the peo
ple would set the agenda and establish a mandate for 
future legislation. It was an unprecedented act of stew
ardship, and many voices were heard which otherwise 
would have no other forum. 

There is an infectious enthusiasm that pervades 
many sectors of Namibian society and continues as the 
country enters its fourth year of independence. It is 
hard to account for the lack of retribution against 
those who profited from the colonial regime. Tate 
Malakia, a big man in Tsandi where Klaudia gets her 
supplies, used to be a cabinet minister in the former 
government while his son was a soldier in SW ATF. 
Conveniently embracing SW APO as the exiles 
returned home, he owns several markets, yet com
mands the respect of the very people in the village who 
once fought against him. 

The SW APO rank and file are willing to embrace 
reconciliation, seeming to realize that the past can 
cripple their efforts to build a unified country. On 
Kassinga Day, they remember eight hundred 
Namibian refugees massacred in 1978 when the South 
African army raided their camp in Angola, but then on 
Heroes Day celebrate all former combatants, regardless 
of collaboration. That date not only coincides with the 
start of the armed struggle, but also the greatest festival 
of the Herero tribe when fallen chiefs are honored. As 
far as SW APO is concerned, this national holiday 
embraces all Namibians. 

Where tribalism was institutionalized under South 
African rule, there is now a conscious effort on many 
levels to abolish all vestiges of bigotry. One may hear 
grumbling about how many Ovambos are in govern
ment, but Damara and Herero speakers also hold sig
nificant positions. The process of nation building also 
includes a Namibian identity, one that is distinct from 
a tribal or religious base. 

In the interests of unity as well as economic neces
sity, English has been chosen as the national language, 
despite the fact that virtually no one is a primary 
speaker. While a long way from becoming the lingua 
franca, English is both a neutral choice and an affirma
tion of growth. Even the old people in the villages 
speak with pride about their desire to learn English, 
and their grandchildren exhort themselves to succeed 
in their studies and help their country. 

Since independence, the dream of a University of 
Namibia is closer to reality. A new curriculum has 
already been implemented at the Junior Secondary 
level with new textbooks printed to replace those left 
over from the days of Bantu Education, although 
remote schools like Iilyateko, where Klaudia teaches, 
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will not see them for some time. Despite the govern
ment's emphasis on improving education, Namibian 
teachers are painfully aware of their lack of qualifica
tions, and have heard the figures suggesting as many as 
80o/o of them have not been sufficiently trained for the 
subjects they teach. 

It used to be that teaching was one of the very few 
professions open to blacks that promised a degree of 
security and opportunities for advancement. Even 
today in many communities, there is the same respect 
for a person who teaches school as they have for the 
church pastor and their village elders. Teaching col
leges in Namibia accept students who have finished 
tenth grade, and in the past applications were routine
ly approved for those with only eighth grade educa-

tions. At Klaudia's school, the principal's qualifications 
are a Grade Ten certificate, two years of teacher train
ing and a semester in Britain. The door of his class
room has a sign in careful calligraphy that says 
"Principle." 

These factors are demoralizing and a real hurdle to 
education reform. Teachers are told when they are 
doing things wrong but seldom when they are right. 
There is resentment and frustration, especially in the 
isolated bush schools like Iilyateko. Yet the question of 
competence, with the exception of English proficiency, 
is not the greatest problem. What Namibian teachers 
lack most is confidence. They need exposure to new 
ideas, sounding boards for their plans and the materi
als to implement them. Instead they rely heavily on 
inflexible schemes of work and the bureaucracy of 
school inspectors left over from previous administra
tions: hardly inspiring teaching conditions. A sense of 

Teachers are 
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23 



24 

disempowerment is evident in the teachers who resort 
to corporal punishment, despite its illegality under the 
Constitution, because it is the only method of class
room management they know. 

The failure rate in black schools is shockingly 
high, even with as little as 40% considered a passing 
grade. In most secondary schools in Ovamboland, just 
one in five seniors passes the standardized matricula
tion exams each year. Nonetheless, when correspon
dence classes begin for high school certificates, vast 
numbers of adults enroll, including virtually every 
teacher without Matric papers. People with solid edu
cational backgrounds in Mrikaans or their home lan
guages but poor English skills confront the likes of 
Hamlet and the Nineteenth Century English poets 
without guidance, in hopes of somehow passing these 
tests. Incredibly, they do not seem overly discouraged 
by failure, and keep trying year after year for that pre
cious but elusive document which can mean promo
tion and opportunity. 

With the notable exception of the war, Meme 
Klaudia's daily life continues unchanged. She still hob
bles in her fancy dress and must ask her students to 
fetch water for her in buckets which they balance on 
their heads. Rural development will not reach her 
community for many years, and she laughs when a 
recent government questionnaire asks the distance 
from the school to the nearest train station, hundreds 
of miles away. 

A fierce endurance remains in Klaudia, believing 
in her profession despite its detractors. She loves 
Namibia and somehow overcomes the agony of the 
past without sacrificing either memory or herself. One 
sees in her tenuous gait the fledgling steps of a new 
nation, its fractured parts animated by a strength of 
spirit, doggedly moving forward. 

Many foreign aid organizations have responded to 

Namibia's call for assistance with education reform. 
The Peace Corps has over sixty volunteers working in 
secondary schools and upgrading teaching skills 
throughout the country, with forty more presently 
engaged with WorldTeach. I was one of eight pioneer 
members of the original W orldT each program in 
1991, followed by Kim Everett '89 the next year. 
When the organization was unable to secure a place
ment for Tom Hastings '91, he came to Namibia on 
his own initiative with the Lutheran church and now 
teaches in Ovamboland at the elite secondary school in 
Oshigambo. Kim was assigned to a government school 
a short journey to the west of Ombalantu. I taught 
English and Geography at a primary school in 
Grootfontein, where I also held classes for the teachers. 
I later moved north to a Roman Catholic mission to 

teach English to adults. One of my classes was for the 
teachers at Iilyateko Combined School, and Meme 
Klaudia was my student ... 
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Dusseau, John L.: Bugaboos, Chimeras & 
Achilles' Heels: 10,001 Difficult Words & 
How to Use Them. Prentice Hall, 
Englewood Cliffs, NJ, 1993 (xvi + 428 
pp.) 

Dusseau's compendium of difficult 
words and examples of their usage will be 
appreciated by anyone who wants to 
strengthen their verbal acuity. Take, for 
example, the following distinction between 
flotsam and jetsam: "Although the words 
have become almost inseparable, they do 
have different meanings. Flotsam (from Old 
English float) is that part of a wreck or 
wreckage floating on the water surface, 
whereas jetsam (same root as jettison-from 
Latin throw) means cargo or gear thrown 
overboard to lighten a ship and then found 
on shore." The book also contains an 
appendix of foreign words and phrases. An 
insightful and often amusing guide to many 
common English language questions, 
Dusseau's book will serve as a good com
panion to your well-worn dictionary. 

Scott Curlee '89 

Flaccus, Louis '34: Another Day, Another 
Year. Peter E. Randall Publisher, 
Portsmouth, NH, 1992 (84 pp.) 

The tide of this volume is aptly applied 
to a selection of poems comprising a sort of 
sensual diary for a solitary New England 
gentleman for whom very little ever 
changes. A large majority of the short lyrics 
center on certain ordinary situations such as 
walking, picking lettuce, or peering 
through a window, and in ruminating on 
these situations the poet achieves an 
admirably focused and sustained level of 
clear and intense observation on his sur
roundings, and on the thoughts and feel
ings these inspire within him. Flaccus deliv
ers such sensations, notions, and envelop
ing circumstances in tuneful language rife 
with vivid imagery, which, in its finest 
moments, is truly original, and is-in con
trast to the sad bulk of contempor:ary 
verse- always understood. 

Matt Fitzgerald '93 
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Ashok K. Gangadean, Meditative Reason: 
Toward Universal Grammar New York: 
Peter Lang, 1993 (xxix + 386 pp.) 

In the past twenty or so years, philoso
phy has, like many other disciplines, gone 
through profound and revisionary change. 
In general, there have been two sorts of 
shift. On the one hand, old certainties 
about the structure of the mind and the 
mind-independence of reality have been 
decisively questioned. On the other hand, 
philosophy has become global in scope. 
Philosophers from different traditions have 
found themselves in the sometimes uncom
fortable situation of trying to explain them
selves to colleagues who may not speak 
either the same natural or philosophical 
languages. So indeed, Anglo American ana
lytic philosophers have finally faced their 
European counterparts in dialogue, and 
even more challengingly, Eastern philo
sophical traditions such as the Advaita 
Vedanta or the Madhyamika Buddhist have 
emerged on the scene reborn, with active 
interpreters both East and West. Hence a 
welter of voices in active confrontation with 
old distinctions and certainties has opened 
the discipline in new and exciting ways. 

Given these developments, philoso
phers have come to cast traditional philo
sophical problems such as "what there is" 
(ontology) in terms of what there is relative 
to someone's conceptual scheme, world 
view, life-world, to believe, in short, that 
concepts are systematically interlinked and 
ultimately perspectival. Of course, such an 
assumption leaves a great deal of room for 
debate about such matters as the status of 
external reality, the nature of that which 
apprehends a conceptual scheme, i.e., 
mind, and so on. This approach also raises 
profound questions regarding the possibili
ty of communications across such perspec
tives. Can there be alternative life-worlds? 
Does a different conceptual scheme repre
sent a different rationality? In other words, 
relativism becomes an important issue in 
the skeptical abandonment of the usual 
forms of absolutism. 

Professor Gangadean has decisively and 
illuminatingly thrown his own contribution 
into the fray in a stimulating new book of 
selected essays which is sure to be both 
timely and controversial. Professor 

Gangadean essentially starts with the recog
nition that all forms of human understand
ing and action reflect and enact a "grammar 
of experience and thought." That is, there 
is a structure of concepts which serves to 
articulate the limits of permissible predica
tion, and this structure is what determines 
the meanings of the words we employ in 
language and the significance of our behav
iors in social life, our culture. All existence 
is the working out of a grammatical con
text, and thus all existence is interpretive. 
The major philosophical questions regard
ing the nature of the self, causality, time, 
being, becoming, and so on equally become 
interpretive or hermeneutical questions 
regarding our understanding of our gram
matical context which is, ultimately, an 
understanding of ourselves. 

Two major philosophical questions 
immediately arise in view of such an 
approach, and they represent much of 
Professor Gangadean's focus. The first is, 
how do we as individuals within such a 
grammar (or grammars) relate to it? What 
is our ontological and existential status 
within a grammar? And secondly, how do 
we speak to others across different gram
mars? Is there such a thing as an intergram
matical voice? How does one use it honestly 
and effectively without being victimized by 
one's own grammar? Or, to put it more in 
Professor Gangadean's terms, is there a 
"Universal Grammar" which serves acre
ative function both within a grammar and 
between grammars? In short, what is the 
fundamental nature of human rationality as 
it relates to our grammatical situatedness? 

The answers are extremely challenging 
both in terms of their departure from some 
of the more trendy orthodoxies (such as 
post-modernism or pragmatism) as well as 
their demand on the willingness of the 
reader to "experiment in the direct enact
ment and performance of the paradigm and 
its methods of conducting mind" (p. xix) . 
Indeed, many philosophers may find the 
style and practice of argumentation in the 
book puzzling at first, but I suggest they 
stick with it. And, in fact, as the tide 
announces this is an exercise in "medita
tive" as opposed to merely discursive rea
son. Not that it is any less rigorous an 
approach, but the rules of the game of 
thinking are themselves being subjected to 
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question and reevaluation. As Professor 
Gangadean writes, he frames an issue such 
as the dichotomy between absolutism and 
relativism and then constantly circles back 
to the formulations which set the issues. 
What is meant to eventually emerge for the 
reader is, in Professor Gangadean's terms, a 
shift in "voice" between two alternatives 
which themselves set the philosophical 
agenda of the essays. 

These two alternatives which set the 
quality of our intra- or intergrammatical 
engagement and thus determine the nature 
and function of human rationality come 
down to either of mind centered in "essen
tial identity" or mind which is "Holistic" 
and profoundly aware of the "Universal 
Relativity" of all things, forms, or aspects of 
existence. By "essential identity," Professor 
Gangadean means a commitment to the 
principle of self-identity (A is A) as the 
basis for the essence of things in the 
Aristotelian sense. In contrast to such essen
tialism, "relativity" in the sense implied 
here is something like the Buddhist notion 
of"dependent coarising," that nothing has 
independent form or existence. Professor 
Gangadean directly links essentialist ratio
nality to a destructive ego-centrism which is 
forever locked into "the paradoxes of iden
tity" and hence prone to fragmentation and 
despair. By contrast, the principle of 
Universal Relativity expresses a commit
ment not only to the grammaticality of 
one's existence, but to the mutual depen
dence of all such grammars, and hence the 
existential reality of dialogue. That is, inso
far as we are authentically intra-grammati
cal, we are already intergrammatical. 

Throughout these essays, Professor 
Gangadean pits these two voices against 
each other in a contest which is meant to 
move the reader in the direction of an inte
grative vision of human rationality, "medi
tationally" breaking the stranglehold of an 
ego-centered, and in Professor Gangadean' s 
view, morally divisive essentialism. The role 
of philosophy becomes more a matter of 
hermeneutic therapy than theory construc
tion or system building. To my mind, there 
is something deeply reminiscent of 
Haverford's mission in such a purpose inso
far as the ultimate theater of concern is the 
overall quality of life, both ethical and reli
gious. For Professor Gangadean, "how we 
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conduct our mind is the most vital and 
urgent issue facing the human condition" 
(p. xxix). 

Michael G. Barnhart '79 
Assistant Professor of Philosophy 
Kingsborough Community College 
City University of New York 

Krause, Paul '72: The Battle for Home
stead 1880-1892: Politics, Culture, and 
Steel. University of Pittsburgh Press, 
Pittsburgh, PA, 1992 (xiv + 548 pp.) 

Located just outside of Pittsburgh on 
the Monongahela River, the town of 
Homestead, PA, saw one of the fiercest bat
tles between labor and management during 
the 1892 Lockout of the Homestead Steel 
Works. Krause, a historian trained at Duke 
University and currently teaching at the 
University of British Columbia, tells the 
story of the confrontation between the steel 
workers and the Pinkerton strike breakers 
with an unusually compassionate eye for 
revealing the "little stories" of the men and 
women caught up in the battle. 

Krause grew up in the steel town of 
Braddock, P A. As he explains in the intro
duction, "There, at the site of the Lockout 
of 1892, I recognized, in the great disputes 
over the meaning of steel, the articulation 
of still greater disputes over the meanings of 
America, progress, and the nature of 
democracy with which I had been grap
pling. And at that site, coincidentally, I also 
found myself facing, geographically and 
symbolically, the very blast furnaces of 
Braddock that had presided over my imagi
nation some thirty years earlier." 

To tell the story of the Homestead 
Lockout, Krause briefs the reader on such 
topics as the labor reform movement in 
Pittsburgh, the evolution of the steel mak
ing process, and the managerial initiatives 
to streamline production. It will please 
those interested in an academic and accessi
ble discussion of the event and its context 
in American society. 

Scott Curlee '89 

Werner, Harold; Werner, Mark '75 ed.: 
Fighting Back: A Memoir of Jewish 
Resistance in World War II. Columbia 
University Press, 1992 (300 pp.) 

In a gesture of piety, homage, and love, 
Mark Werner (HC '75) has edited and 
published his father's war-time memoirs 
about a Jewish partisan brigade in the 
forests of eastern Poland. The brigade saved 
themselves and a number of]ewish civilians 
(women, children, and the elderly) from 
the Camps, gave refuge and protection to 
later escapees from the Camps (including 
some Russian prisoners-of-war) and also to 
escapees from the Warsaw Ghetto (both 
before and after the 1943 Ghetto uprising); 
they also operated as part of the general 
Polish resistance movement when the 
German army pulled back and the Red 
Army began to push into Poland on the 
road to Berlin. 

Harold Werner finished dictating his 
memoir just days before he died in 
December 1989. It appears at a time of 
heavy historical re-examination of the 
meaning of that war for Jews, Poles, 
Germans, and Ukrainians. The opening of 
the Holocaust Museum in Washington this 
April once again focuses attention on the 
victims of genocide. The "good news" of 
this memoir is that not all the Jews were 
passive victims; many went down fighting 
and many others resisted and survived. 

However, there is "bad news" here also, 
which substantiates stories that others have 
told. The Jewish partisans were limited in 
their resistance because the Polish civilian 
population was anti-semitic, collabora
tionist, and hostile to the Jewish partisan 
groups. It seemed to Harold Werner, by 
comparison, that the Ukrainian peasants 
and Russian soldiers he met were helpful 
and friendly. (Russian and Ukrainian Jews 
have a different perspective, of course; "our 
own" anti-semites are always worse than 
anyone else's). And during the war's end
game in 1944-45, the London-based Polish 
Home Army partisans actually sabotaged 
the efforts of the Jewish partisans. The 
Jewish partisans got support only from the 
Moscow/L4blin-based Communist parti
sans who came into Poland from the East 
on the heels of the Soviet Red Army. 

It might have seemed, to a sardonic 
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observer at the time, that the last laugh was 
with those few Jews who had managed to 
survive the war. The London-base Polish 
Home Army was destroyed by the occupying 
Russians in late 1945, (after a preliminary 
gesture in 1944, when the Red Army 
refrained from helping the Warsaw city 
uprising against the Nazi occupiers, leaving 
the city to be leveled to the ground by the 
Germans before they finally evacuated, into 
which ruins the Red Army marched in 
1945.) But the Lublin-based partisans carne 
into power in the new post-war Poland 
under the domination of the Polish 
Communist Party, and that is the faction 
with which the Jewish partisans found them
selves aligned and for whom Werner worked 
for a few months after the war ended. 

The alliance didn't last long; by early 
1946, Werner had left Poland for the 
United States. It must have come as no sur
prise to him. The young Harold Werner had 
come out of the poverty of the shtetl to 
Warsaw in the 1930s, where he had been in 
the Socialist-Zionist labor movement fight
ing against an increasingly anti-semitic gov
ernment in Poland. Given Polish resentment 
of the 1945 Russian occupation and Polish 
anti-semitism, it could be expected that 
German horrors would be succeeded by 
Polish pogroms against the returning Jews, 
who were now returning under the protec
tive umbrella of the Red Army but were 
attacked by Poles of all political views. After 
the Kielce pogrom, Werner gave up Poland, 
settled down as a Poultry farmer in New 
Jersey, and sent a son to Haverford College. 

Werner finished writing his story at the 
very last moment of Russian "occupation" 
of Poland via the successors of that 
Moscow/Lublin communist partisan move
ment, the Polish Communist Party. 
Resistance to the Russian occupation was 
constant in "Soviet Poland," and the resis
tance movement was always plagued by 
anti-semitism. Ten thousand Jews emigrat
ed from Poland in 1968 in the wake of an 
anti-Russian uprising which used anti
semitism as a nationalist banner. The 
Solidarity opposition movement in the 
1970s had an "alternative Resistance 
History" story as part of their anti
Communist campaign, one in which the 
Home Army was hero and the Moscow 
Communist partisans were dominated by 
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"the Jews." That anti-Semitism re-emerged 
in the Polish presidential campaign of 
1990, after Solidarity achieved Polish inde
pendence, would not have surprised 
Harold Werner. 

Professor of History 
Linda G. Gerstein 

Urgo, Joseph R. '78: Novel Frames, 
Literature as Guide to Race, Sex, and 
History in American Culture. University 
Press of Mississippi, Jackson, MS, 1991 
(227 + xix pp.) 

With his new book, Joseph Urgo steps 
down from the ivory tower of text-centered 
literary criticism and participates in the 
growing interdisciplinary trend in contem
porary literary scholarship. In his own 
words, the purpose of Novel Frames is "to 
demonstrate that a novel may be illuminated 
by critical intervention while at the same 
time provide a means of interrogating the 
real." Reading novels is of practical use, he 
asserts, because the ideas which they project 
about (in this case) American society may be 
interpreted and subsequently applied to rele
vant situations in, or aspects of, reality in 
order to better understand them. The text of 
Urgo's book comprises both an attempt to 
justify this claim through practice and a 
demonstration of the way this practice ought 
to be undertaken. Moreover, in providing 
these, the book also undertakes a concrete 
investigation of the idea of the autonomous 
self with regard to three aspects of American 
society: race, sex, and history. 

Urgo juxtaposes notions about the 
nature of the self, as provided by each of 
three novels, against notions of the self 
found in the mass media of today. In ana
lyzing the racial self, he matches Ralph 
Ellison's Invisible Man with the television 
news coverage ofJ esse Jackson's 1988 pres
idential campaign. In analyzing the sexual 
self, William Faulkner's Sanctuary is set 
against the October 1988 issue of Glamour 
Magazine, and the discussion of the histori
cal self centers on Willa Cather's A Lost 
Lady and the Spring 1988 issue of the 
Yippie magazine Overthrow. The analyses 
themselves are rigorous and insightful. At 
times, though, the connection between the 
novels and their mass media counterparts 

seems tenuous, and one wonders how nec
essary the former really is for informing the 
investigation of the latter. 

Nevertheless, I think that Novel Frames 
is an important and enlightening book with 
broad appeal. It represents an exciting 
development in the state of contemporary 
criticism. 

Matt Fitzgerald '93 

Books Not Yet Reviewed: 

Conroy, Frank '58: Body & Soul. 
Houghton Mifflin, New York, 1993 (444 
pp.) 

Grambs, David '59: Did I Say Something 
Wrong? Plume Books, New York, 1993 
(244 pp.) 

Kuntz, Joel D. '68, Eustice, James S.: 
Federal Income Taxation of S 
Corporations. Warren, Gorham & 
Lamont, Boston, 1993. 

Kuntz, Joel D. '68, Peroni, Robert}.: U.S. 
International Taxation Vols. I and II. 
Warren, Gorham & Lamont, Boston, 1992. 

Lazaroff, David Wentworth '69: Sabino 
Canyon: The Life of a Southwestern 
Oasis. University of Arizona Press, Tucson, 
AZ, 1993 (117 + xi pp.) 

Philips, David E. '50: Legendary 
Connecticut: Traditional Tales from the 
Nutmeg State. Curbstone Press, 
Willimantic, CT, 1992 (303 pp.) 

Weyl, Nathaniel '31: Wonderings: A 
Collection of Sonnets. Jodi Press, Miami 
Lakes, FL, 1992 (60 pp.) 

Willis, David P.'52; Suzman, R.; Manton, 
K; eds.: The Oldest Old. Oxford University 
Press, New York, NY, 1992 (444 +xi pp.) 

Authors are invited to send the College a copy 
of their latest books (copies will eventually go 
to Magill Library), as well as reviews and 
press releases, so that we may note them in 
future issues of the magazine. Please send 
your materials to the Publications Office, 
Haverford College, Haverford, PA 19041. 
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Sarah Willie '86 
Educaton & Identity 
by Tom March '95 

For Sarah Willie '86, multiculturalism 
is more than a fashionable, politically 
correct trend-it is a goaL "Embracing 

multiculturalism," says Willie, "really 
means doing better scholarship, and at the 
same time it has a wonderful by-product of 
... [giving] certain students more dignity 
and also help [ing] students who have a false 
sense of superiority maybe to leave that 
behind." A candidate for a doctorate in 
sociology from Northwestern University, 
Willie hopes to raise consciousness about 
this goal through her dissertation, sched
uled to be completed this fall, entitled 
When We Were Black: The Undergraduate 
Experiences of Howard and Northwestern 
College Students. 

The dissertation, which she is writing 
while working as a visiting instructor in the 
African-American studies department at 
Colby College, analyzes the post-under
graduate attitudes of people who attended 
Howard and Northwestern Universities 
between 1970 and 1990. The group, equal
ly composed of men and women, experi
enced college during years that follow civil 
rights reform from the time almost imme
diately following its implementation to the 
current, more advanced concepts of multi
cultural understanding. The choice of these 
two colleges, says Willie, is obvious because 
Northwestern represents an environment in 
which African-Americans are in the minori
ty, while Howard represents an environ
ment in which African-Americans are in a 
majority situation that is comparable to the 
majority enjoyed by white students at 
Northwestern: "Howard is about 80 per
cent African-American [with international 
black students comprising the remainder] ... 
and Northwestern is about 80 percent 
European-American." 

Willie's interest in the development of 
identity in African-Americans originated 
with a semester at Spelman College, a black 
women's college in Atlanta, Georgia, dur
ing her Junior year. "The experience at 
Spelman allowed me to finish at Haver
ford," she says. It did so by allowing her to 
experience life in a "majority setting" and 
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by showing her what 
"the diversity [of being 
African-American] could 
be" and thereby foster
ing in her a more liberat
ing sense of her own 
identity, free from the 
influences of popular 
stereotypes. When it 
came time to choose a 
topic for her disserta
tion, Willie returned 
again to this issue that 
has touched her so per
sonally, that of finding 
identity as an African
American. And she 
chose to address it from 
the two perspectives that she had experi
enced, the predominantly white and histor
ically black college. 

In her book, Blacks in College, Jaqueline 
Fleming reported a higher level of self-con
fidence among black students at historically 
black colleges. Willie's observations of 
Howard and Northwestern alumni concur 
with this research. "There's a sense [among 
Howard students] that having gone to a 
black college allowed them a conviction in 
their personal dignity that alumni of 
Northwestern were not privileged to 
have ... [Northwestern alumni] were contin
uously in their adult lives wrestling with 
issues of identity and self-confidence and 
self-concept." This provided a compelling 
argument to counter the popular main
stream pragmatism that discourages young 
African-American students from attending 
historically black colleges because they 
would be, in effect, cloistering themselves 
in an unrealistic, ideal environment, when 
they should be living in the "real world" 
facing the racism that exists there. Willie 
argues that the increased levels of self-confi
dence among Howard graduates and, pre
sumably, African-American graduates of 
other historically black colleges, actually 
prepare African-American men and women 
better for the "real," racist world. A solid 
sense of identity creates a buffer to the 
degradation of racism. 

According to Willie, the success of 
black colleges causes some predominantly 
white institutions to feel justified in main
taining the status quo. Willie rejects this 

notion and believes that, although black 
colleges do address the needs of black stu
dents, predominantly white institutions 
need to do so as well. Many professors, as 
well, are reluctant to change the focus or 
broaden the scope of their courses to 
include multicultural perspectives, claim
ing, Willie says, that "to bring in new infor
mation would only dilute their courses." 
This phenomenon exists among students at 
majority institutions as well: "[T]here are 
many majority students who erroneously 
believe that America's history is a white his
tory .... They need to understand how inte
grally relatedjthe story of African
Americans and the story of other ethnic 
groups are to each other and to the story of 
white America." 

While the dissertation itself is the most 
important thing on her mind right now, 
Willie plans to move fotward and outward, 
implementing on her own the widening of 
perspective that she'd like to see coming 
from all authorities. At Colby, she teaches a 
course that examines sociology through the 
works of African-American female authors, 
and a more general course on sociology as 
experienced through women's writing. "I... 
see myself m9ving in a more interdiscipli
nary directiom," she says, to include more 
time for her creative writing. In whatever 
she does, we can be certain that the goals 
she hopes to accomplish with her study will 
remain, to "help administrators and faculty 
at all kinds of colleges to take their students 
more seriously and encourage an embrace 
of multiculturalism." 
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Ethan Natelson '62 
Nature's Laboratory 
by Matt Fitzgerald '93 

Aouple of years ago taxol, the then 
newly-discovered anti-tumor drug 
ound in the yew tree, exploded into 

the media as the best new hope in the 
ongoing medical battle against cancer. 
Meanwhile, in their Houston laboratory, 
Ethan Natelson '62 and his fellow 
researchers worked quietly with a different 
drug, extracted from another tree, which 
they believe will far eclipse taxol in impor
tance and is already what Natelson calls 
"the most active anti-cancer drug ever stud
ied in animal models." 

The drug is called camptothecin. In 
comparing the two drugs, Natelson says, 
"Whereas taxol has a narrow spectrum of 
activity, this drug has a broad spectrum of 
activity against many different tumor types. 
We've given it to about 50 patients with 
very advanced cancers and had some excel
lent responses. It's clear the drug is going to 
be useful, though it is not the magic bullet 
we thought it was going to be based on the 
mouse data," which was drawn from exper
iments conducted with a special breed of 
hairless, immune deficient mice in his labo
ratory. 

Surprisingly, camptothecin is not a 
newly discovered drug, but one that has 
been known since the 1950's, and its rise to 
importance has been drawn-out and 
fraught with calamity. "It's a very interest
ing story," says Natelson, "and one that's 
probably true of a lot of things in life: it's 
trial and error, accident, and finally you 
come up with something." 

When Dr. Monroe Wall first extracted 
camptothecin from a Chinese tree in 1951, 
Natelson was still a young boy growing up 
in the small Northern Illinois town of 
Rockford. And though he was then many 
years and accidents away from becoming 
involved with the development of the drug, 
he was already making strides towards his 
future calling. "My father, Dr. Samuel 
Natelson, is a very well-known chemist," he 
says. "He founded the American 
Association of Clinical Chemistry and has 
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made major contributions in medi
cine and neonatology. So, my broth
er (now a neurosurgeon) and I 
helped out when we were growing 
up by working in the lab. I learned 
how to draw blood from patients 
when I was about 12 years old. So, 
I've been in and out oflaboratories 
all my life." 

Ethan heard of and came to Haverford 
through another one of "those interesting 
accidents that happen to everyone through
out their lives." As a high school senior, he 
had already committed to Union College 
when he was offered a scholarship from 
Haverford reserved especially for a resident 
of Illinois, "and so I came to Haverford, 
sight unseen (actually landing on the Bryn 
Mawr campus by accident," Despite this, 
and though only sixteen when he arrived, 
Natelson assimilated quickly to the 
Haverford environment, joining the foot
ball team and making many friends, while 
excelling as a biology major. 

"I went straight from Haverford to 
Baylor Medical School in Houston," he 
recalls, having known for some time that he 
wanted to be a doctor, "and after I graduat
ed from Baylor I was deferred in the Berry 
Plan and then after completing training in 
hematology, entered the Air Force-work
ing at the hematology referral base in San 
Antonio." After leaving the service, he 
returned to Baylor as a member of the fac
ulty, then defected to the University of 
Texas Medical School, also in Houston. 
Today he retains appointments to both 
schools, directs the medical education pro
gram at St. Joseph's Hospital, and is a part
ner in a medical group that deals primarily 
with cancer research and therapy. 

It was as a member of this last group 
that Ethan became involved with the devel
opment of camptothecin. He explains "Dr. 
Wall sent some samples of the drug to our 
lab for testing, because he knew that we 
had the nude mouse tumor xenograft sys
tem. Dr. Giovanella, our lab director, 
found spectacular results. These results 
were published and then confirmed in labo
ratories around the world. Then all of a 
sudden everybody got interested in the 
drug again." 

The former interest in camptothecin 
had been snuffed out in 1970 when a clini
cal trial with the drug had gone awry. Dr. 
Wall had discovered the anti-tumor proper
ties of camptothecin while testing various 
plant extracts on mice as part of a project 
sponsored by the U.S. government. Enticed 
by the promise that the drug showed, the 
government asked Wall to put the drug 
into solution so that it could be given intra
venously. "But what he didn't know," says 
Natelson, "was that this process destroyed 
all the anti-cancer activity by opening one 
ring of the compound. The clinical trials 
then showed extreme toxicity, and the drug 
was abandoned by all but Dr. Wall and 
some Japanese researchers." 

Dr. Wall is now 86 and still working 
actively with this drug. Dr. Bruce Chabner, 
who is the head of new drug development 
at the National Cancer Institute, said that if 
not for the work done by Dr. Natelson's 
group, the drug would have remained on 
the scrap heap. 

But when asked if he anticipates 
encountering any more miracle drugs in the 
future, Natelson sighs, "We are looking for 
other drugs- in fact, one my father has just 
synthesized at age 84. But the costs of being 
a doctor have skyrocketed. More than just 
the financial side of it, it's really just gotten 
to be unpleasant: staggering amounts of 
paperwork, government regulations, frivo
lous lawsuits, increasing overhead and costs, 
and an ever-tightening payment schedule. 
In fact, I went back to my Haverford 
reunion about a year or so ago and all the 
lawyers in the group were happy and all the 
doctors were trying to decide whether they 
could retire!" 

Whatever he does next, though, in the 
coming years many cancer patients who 
benefit from camptothecin treatment will 
be very thankful that Ethan Natelson 
stayed in the business as long as he has. 
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NOTES FROM THE ASSOCIATION 

Seniors Night Out :93 Student Participants (1.-r.) Catherine Sah, Melissa Wells, Pam Smoluk, and 
Torrence Robinson at the start of their hike with host Charles ("Chud') Wolfinger '40. 

Seniors Night Out 
Haverford seniors and alumni got a 

treat recently when a new program, Seniors 
Night Out, provided a forum for them to 
meet. Founders Club, the student/alumni 
association, asked local alumni to invite 
students to their homes for an evening. The 
program was designed to encourage com
munication and contact between current 
students and alumni, as well as to introduce 
seniors to "life after Haverford." Robert 
Gorchov '67 was "reminded how rare and 
important a Haverford education is," after 
meeting Ashley Pierce '93. Dinners, lunch
es, and all-day hikes were planned as the 
seniors and alumni got in touch. 

About sixty seniors and alumni were 
matched by their interests and goals. Those 
who participated in the program had a 
wonderful time learning about each other. 
Catherine Sah '93 felt "like we were the 
children of the alumnus and he was passing 
down his legacy to us; we were all a part of 
the same Haverford family." After taking 
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four seniors on a six-mile hike, Chud 
Wolfinger '40 remarked, "it's too bad that I 
only got to meet seniors, because now my 
new friends are going to leave." Such suc
cess prompted Founders Club to decide 
that next year the program will be open to 
juniors and seniors. For more information 
on becoming an alumni host, if you live in 
the Philadelphia area, please contact 
Alumni Associate, Melissa Hacker at (215) 
896-1004. 

Lawyers Directory 
The first edition of the Haverford 

College Lawyers Directoty is available to 
alumni and students of the College. With 
listings of more than 500 alumni attorneys 
by location, practice specialty, and class year, 
the Directoty will be useful to graduates 
seeking a job as attorneys or paralegals and 
to practicing attorneys seeking referrals. The 
price per Directory is $15.00. You may send 
orders for copies to "Lawyers Directory, The 
Alumni Relations Office, Haverford College, 

370 Lancaster Avenue, Haverford, PA 
19041." Please make your check payable to 
Haverford College. If you have questions 
about the Directory, please contact the 
Alumni Office at (215) 896-1004. 

A Haverford Plaque 
The Alumni Association has learned 

that an architectural salvage company in 
Minneapolis, MN, "Architectural 
Antiques," has recovered two Haverford 
College bronze plaques. The plaques, 
which depict the College seal, are 7" in 
diameter. For more information and price, 
please contact Architectural Antiques, 801 
Washington Avenue North, Minneapolis, 
MN 55401, or call (612) 332-8344. 

Chamber Singers 
The Chamber singers of Haverford and 

Bryn Mawr have just released their new 
recording, A Season of Singing, in both cas
sette and CD formats. Selections include 
Thompson's famous "Alleluia," Biebl's 
stunning "Ave Maria," traditional South 
African pieces, and even a touch of 
Gershwin! You'll be amazed at the quality 
of their performance. 72 minutes in length. 
Chrome cassettes-$10, CDs-$16. All 
proceeds go to the Singers' travel fund. 
Send prepaid orders to: Chamber Singers 
Recording, Music Dept., Haverford 
College, Haverford, PA, 19041. (Please 
make checks payable to Haverford 
College.) 

Alumni Association calendar 
October 23-25, 1993-Family 

Weekend is designed for family members of 
current students to sample Haverford 
today. All alumni are welcome to attend. 

October 30, 1993-The Second Paul 
Desjardins Memorial Colloquium in Cross
Cultural Studies. The guest speaker will be 
Anthony Appiah, Professor of African
American Studies at Harvard University. 
For more information, please contact 
Violet Brown, Director of Special Events at 
(215) 896-1130. Other events of the 30th 
will include The Haverford/Swarthmore 
Men's Varsity Soccer Game at Haverford. 

May 27-29, 1994-Alumni Weekend. 
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AS I SEE IT 

Deracialization Run Amuck 
By Jesse R. Borges & Hubert L. Allen 

I n recent years, a growing number of 
political pundits have endorsed a new 
campaign strategy in American politics. 

The strategy, known as "deracialization," 
calls upon candidates to promote those 
themes which have a transracial appeal and 
avoid taking positions that many white 
Americans perceive to be disproportionate
ly beneficial to African-Americans. In 
short, candidates who run deracialized 
campaigns are urged to support programs 
such as national health insurance and fed
eral aid for college students and disassociate 
themselves from affirmative action policies 
and anti-poverty programs. 

Interestingly, many of the strongest 
proponents of deracialized campaigning 
can be found within the Democratic Party. 
The main reason why so many Democrats 
support the strategy is that they see it as a 
way of reaching out to white voters who 
have become alienated by the party's "liber
al" policies. Furthermore, because deracial
ized campaigning is meant to appeal to 
Americans across racial lines, advocates of 
the strategy have argued that the Demo
cratic Party can expect to maintain its tra
ditionally high level of black support. 
When viewed in this manner, deracializa
tion appears to be a no-lose proposition for 
the Democrats. 

Still, not all supporters of the 
Democratic Party have endorsed the dera
cialized strategy. On the contrary, a num
ber of Democrats have repeatedly warned 
that deracialization holds great dangers, 
particularly for African-Americans. The 
main problem, the critics point out, is that 
deracialized campaigns ignore the fact that 
blacks continue to face substantial discrimi
nation in many important areas of life, 
including employment, education, and 
housing. If deracialization does not address 
the current inequities caused by historic 
and contemporary racial discrimination, 
the critics ask, then how can African
Americans and liberal whites, for that mat
ter, be expected to support the Democratic 
Party? 

In response to this question, many 
advocates of deracialization have argued 
that just because a candidate runs a dera
cialized campaign does not mean that that 
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candidate is going to 
pursue an exclusively 
deracialized policy mak
ing agenda once he or 
she is elected. But is this 
a valid statement in an 
era in which most politi
cians begin to campaign 
for reelection shortly 
after they are elected to 
office? Although there 
has not yet been exten
sive research which 
would indicate that 1 B 
d ·a1 · d . . Jesse orges erac1 1ze campa1gmng 
leads to deracialized pol-
icy making, the logic behind such a sugges
tion is persuasive. 

One sees a hint of the deracialized 
campaign/policy linkage in the first seven 
months of Bill Clinton's presidential 
administration. Clinton won the 1992 
presidential campaign, in part, through 
his ability to stake out transracial posi
tions. During the campaign Clinton also 
carefully avoided being identified with 
many of the policies that whites negatively 
associate with African-Americans. Thus 
far, his deracialized strategy appears to 
have actually intensified at the administra
tive level. 

Clinton's position to allow the people 
of Haiti the opportunity to seek political 
refuge in the United States was reversed 
after it appeared that the Republicans 
might use the issue to polarize the elec
torate along racial lines. Clinton's massive 
public jobs program, which would· have 
disproportionately benefitted urban 
African-Americans, was dramatically scaled 
back for fear of alienating whites and 
endangering the success of more favored 
deracialized policies. And who can forget 
the case ofLani Guinier, who was nomi
nated as Assistant Attorney General for 
civil right only to be withdrawn because of 
her aggressive support for civil rights? Too 
many Democratic Senators believed that 
she was not deracialized enough to admin
ister civil rights policy, and the President 
ultimately agreed with them. 

Even more troubling than the early 
policy decisions or non-decisions of the 
Clinton administration, is the current 
political discourse of the broader 
Democratic Party. Not only have an 
increasing number of Democratic politi-

cians sought to nurture a 
"deracialized" image, but 
those Democrats who 
have not done so have 
often been labeled by 
their opponents as un
American and racist. 
Unfortunately, the cur
rent Democratic leader
ship has not only done 
little to combat these 
attacks, but they have 
actually encouraged 
them. 

Presently, the dera-
cialized tenets of the 

Democratic Party are as follows: "Do not 
study the problems of African-Americans 
in the United States. Their concerns repre
sent 'special interests,' not American inter
ests. Do not favor policies (such as new 
civil rights laws) which might be perceived 
to disproportionately benefit African
Americans. Too many white voters will be 
alienated. Finally, do not even listen to the 
voices of black elected officials. After all, in 
November we will have their support any
way." 

Given the advent of deracialized poli
tics within the Democratic Party and with
in the country at large, one must seriously 
question whether there will be further 
progress toward alleviating racial inequality 
in America. That is not to say that transra
cial policies are bad for the country. On the 
contrary, we need programs that provide 
health care for all Americans and financial 
aid for all college students. Still, our poli
cies must also address the fact that race (as 
well as ethnicity, class, gender, and sexual 
orientation) continues to play an important 
role in American society. 

At this moment in history it is too 
early to tell whether the Democratic Party 
will continue to move further down the 
path of deracialization. It would certainly 
be a pleasant surprise to find that President 
Clinton had rediscovered the problems of 
race in America by the time this article is 
published. Sadly, however, it does not 
appear that he is ready to do so. Ironically, 
a strategy which was initially intended to 
help the Democrats win more elections 
may ultimately make losers of us all. 

jesse R. Borges is an Instructor of Political 
Science. 
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